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Foreword 



ITiis is a book concerned from first to last with the question 
m! iidividual survival of death, of personal immortality. As a mat¬ 
ter of faith I have held this belief in eternal life throughout my 
entire religious experience. For me, personally, this faith has been 
suffi* tent. But throughout my life, especially as I spoke to en¬ 
listed men in both World Wars I and II, and met members of 
families who had lost their loved ones, I found many who had 
not this faith and who earnestly sought every available evidence 
of the individual s survival of death. 

As this book is chiefly a record of personal experience, I am 
compelled to speak often in the first person. In 1937, a devout 
Quaker friend, Edward C. Wood of Philadelphia, felt a “concern'' 
to lay on my conscience the investigation of psychic phenomena 
which might throw light on the survival of personality after death. 
He asked if I would read certain books if he sent them, frankly 
stating his hesitation in asking me because of the deep prejudice 
against the whole subject of psychical research in America. I read 
the books but, preoccupied as I was, they made little impression 
upon me. I saw that here was a whole new area of knowledge of 
which 1 was almost completely ignorant. There were several thou¬ 
sand books in this field, many of them the result of the brilliant 
scientific work done by the British and American Societies for 
Psychical Research; but I had neither the time nor the interest to 
read any of them. I had been engaged in a number of other areas 
and interests—already far too many—and 1 had no time for more. 
This subject, moreover, was particularly repellent to me. I had 
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FOREWORD 

heard that the field was full of superstition and fraud, and my 
prejudice had been increased by seeing a pitiful example of this 
fraud in Boston on my return from India. 'One world at a time 
was enough for me. I had no premature or morbid interest in 
''Jerusalem the golden. When, as a student, my former theo¬ 
logical professor, Charles A. Briggs, asked me to prepare a paper 
on Angelology, I was indignant and demanded a subject more 
rational and robust. 

When I told my Quaker friend that I had no time to read 
more of his books, he assured me that if I wanted it, 1 could have 
direct evidence of the sunHval of human personality after death. 
What was I to say to this? If I had acquired anything of the scien¬ 
tific spirit as an engineer at Yale, could I close my mind to impor¬ 
tant new truth? For if, and in so far as, it was true, the subject was 
important. In the half dozen traditional arguments for personal 
immortality advanced ever since the time of Socrates and Plato, all 
seemed to rest on analogy, faith or hope. Not one of them afforded 
any scientific proof or convincing evidence to a doubter. If it could 
be shown to me, however, that the members of my family and 
some of my friends who had presumably entered the life beyond 
were really living, and if they could give me conclusive and in- 
con trovertiMe evidence of their survival after death, then I might 
be able to help others who had not sufficient religious faith to be¬ 
lieve firmly in personal immortality. Indeed it seemed to me that 
this psychic scientific field was the only possible one where I could 
look for cumulative evidence that might in time be completely 
convincing or might amount to proof. Was I, then, to take what 
seemed to me a position of the bigoted prejudice of a closed mind 
and refuse to explore the subject, or was I to take the scientific at¬ 
titude of a mind open to new truth? 
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When my Quaker friend felt his “concern” for me and asked 
’t I was wilb'ng m investigate psychic evidence for immortality, I 
lode dreamed that he was calling me to a new adventure—one of 
the greatest of my life. 

Perhaps civilians in the security of peace or in the midst of 
a sophisticated, materialistic, industrial age, can afford stoically to 
ignore Jobs question: “If a man die, shall he live again?” But I 
hil l found the soldiers of the British and American armies in World 
War I avid for evidence of survival, especially on the eve of batde. 
II I had three nights with a battalion in France before it left for the 
front, I would take as my third subject, “Over the Top and After: 
or Death and What Lies Beyond. I knew nothing then about the 
subject of survival from a psychic standpoint, and I had no scientific 
evidence to offer the men, hut heart-hungry before entering battle, 
they always crowded that third meeting. 

Many years later I spoke to young aviators training in World 
War II, when I had now some psychic scientific evidence to give- 
them They poured in their eager questions and asked why they 
had not been told these things before. Some of them could not 
sleep all night as they discussed together the live question of a 
future life, which was especially pertinent to air pilots with the 
largest mortality rate of any branch of the service. I found the same 
eager quest for further evidence to sustain their often feeble faith 
among many relatives and friends who had lost loved ones in the 
war —or in the period that followed it. For death, as a certainty 
awaiting every individual, has ever been mans most stubborn and 
challenging problem, his 'last enemy” to be abolished. One object 
of Christ was held to be "to deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 1 
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My Quaker friend told me of various gifted persons in Amer¬ 
ica and abroad who were in touch with two worlds, the material 
and the spiritual, the visible and the invisible. He said there were 
people living who possessed some of the supernormal gifts ex¬ 
perienced and mentioned by the Aposde Paul in the twelfth chap¬ 
ter of I Corinthians. My travels, which took me constantly over 
America, Europe, and Asia, might give me the opportunity for 
meeting some of these spiritually or psychically gifted persons who 
might bring me also in touch with these two worlds, so that if I 
found convincing evidence myself, I could then share it with 
others, or place them in touch with sources where they might 
find it. 

When I told my friend that I was not afraid seriously to face 
psychic evidence for survival, he immediately introduced me to the 
first of these gifted persons. After that, things began to happen and 
J began to receive evidence and to keep records. For more than a 
decade this psychic material accumulated until it finally became 
satisfying and convincing for me personally. I could then no longer 
refuse to state my case, to publish my findings, and share my ex¬ 
periences with others. Some may now accept my evidence or re¬ 
ject it as insufficient, or they may be led, as I was, to investigate 
for themselves and seek firsthand experience of their own. 

I am under no illusions, however, as to the deep prejudice with 
which many view this subject. When I recall the bitter opposition 
that almost every new science has had to meet at its first appearance, 
I am not surprised at the reception that psychic investigation and 
evidence for survival meet on the part of the prejudiced majority. 
On the one hand, there are those who take what they regard as a 
striedy scientific or materialistic view of life who would be averse 
.to unprejudiced psychic investigation for, if it were found to yield 
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Why I Believe In Personal 
Immortality 


WHEN I SPEAK OF LIFE BEYOND DEATH, I MEAN THE SURVIVAL OF IN- 
dividual, personal consciousness, with memory of the past and a 
personality that shall be spiritually recognizable to my friends, past 
and future. I do not mean pantheistic absorption into impersonal 
being, nor do I mean mere biological or social immortality, which 
would not satisfy my avid hunger foi life. I do not completely agree 
with the old Greek idea of the immortality of the soul, and certainly 
not with the Hebrew conception of the resurrection of the body, a 
view often held as a protest against a dim and bodiless existence in 
a shadowy underworld. 1 am concerned, not in the resurrection of 
the body, but in personal immortality. If we have no Hellenic as¬ 
surance of immortality, we may have at least what Professor 
Hocking and others call “immortability”—a fitness in the quality 
of human personality for survival. I have no pessimistic Oriental 
desire for release or escape from life, nor do I crave the mere con¬ 
tinuation of existence. 

I admit that the tiaditional arguments for survival arc almost 
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as unconvincing as those which seek to prove that survival is im- 
p-~.1t. r the unity, simplicity, and pre- 

■ the soul nakes little appeal to the modern man. The 
problem is a factual one: either it is or it is not a fact that death 
brings man being. In the end our appeal must 

be to the evidence of experience. This is the Caesar to whom we 
must appeal and to Caesar we must go. 

1 am not terrified by nor lost in the immensity of the uni¬ 
verse Professor Jeans may tell us that the number of the stars is 
indicated by the mathematical symbol of 2xio 24 , a number that 
would equal grams of sand many yards deep which would cover 
ntinent of North America, where our earth would represent 
but a milli- nth part of one grain. Dr. Whitehead may remind us 
that a rock mat survive eight hundred million years, a California 
redwood a thousand years, while man’s survival value on this earth 
plane is but from fifty to a hundred years. But the human race as 
a whole has refused to believe that when the brain ceases to func- 
tion the mind ceases to exist. 

Far removed from the pessimism of parts of the Orient, the 
majority of mankind has clung to the belief in survival. A great 
multitude of men have passed through the portal of death with 
Goethes cry—expressed 01 unexpressed—for “more light!” From 
Goethe to William James and Ralph Barton Perry in his Hope of 
Immortality, a great host of men have held that the fact that so 
many men desire and deserve to survive suggests that they will do 
so. When thinking men ask the meaning of life, many with 
Henry George will say: “To me it seems intelligible only as the 
avenue and vestibule of another life.” Thomas Huxley preferred 
hell to the stoppage of his growing power to know. As William 
Jame: at the end of his life feared that he would not have time to 
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say all that he had to say, so Victor Hugo wrote the familiar 
words: 

I feci immortality within myself. The nearer I approach 
to the end the more plainly I hear round me the im¬ 
mortal symphonies of the world to come . . . For half 
a century I have been writing my thoughts in prose and 
verse; but I feel I have not said one-thousandth part of 
what is in me. 

Even Bernard Shaw in his Back to Methuselah shows the 
need of motive to add dignity to life. Shaw thinks man needs a 
larger and longer life—at least three hundred years—to learn his 
lessons, round out his character, motivate his life by a drive big 
enough to compel him to stretch his powers and make life on 
earth as noble as it was meant to be. But three hundred years 
would be in a way no more satisfying than thirty, if man is meant 
for eternity. Man is loathe to believe that death ends all. For if it 
does, life is not really good but is fundamentally unjust to man s 
higher aspirations, a mere mockery, where death only adds to the 
tragic quality of existence. He must say with Arthur Clutton- 
Brock: “Either spirit is the supreme fact or life is a mechanical 
process suffering from the illusion that it is not mechanical.” 1 

At the beginning of this volume I may summarize the 
grounds for my own belief in survival and in personal immortal¬ 
ity as follows: 

Because of the testimony of science to a rational and trust¬ 
worthy universe I believe that I shall survive physical death. All 
other deepest desires, instincts and hungers of human life have the 

1 Quoted by Julius Seelye Bixlcr in his Ingersoll Lecture for 1931, Im¬ 
mortality and the Present Mood, p. 16. I am also indebted in this 
chapter to Harry Emerson Fosdicks The Assurance of Immortality. 
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possibility of being satisfied. If this hunger for eternal life were 
alone unfulfilled, it would be without parallel in our experience. 
Biologically, function determines structure and our present ca¬ 
pacities and faculties have been developed by our environment. As 
the climax of a long evolutionary process, man has sought to cor¬ 
respond to an eternal spiritual environment. If this practically 
universal desire were a mere subjective delusion, it would be con¬ 
trary to the whole experience of the race in all other realms of 
life. 

If, as sc ience testifies, even matter and energy are indestruct¬ 
ible, how can the most priceless thing upon this planet, human 
personality, a hieved after millions of years of evolution, be lightly 
destroyed? Sir Oliver Lodge, in his Why 1 Believe in Immortality 
in stating the anthropological argument, shows mans instinctive 
revulsion to annihilation. Just as light developed the eye, all mans 
slowly evolved faculties and instinct have some correspondence 
to reality, which called them forth. No universal faculty exists 
without an objective fact in reality to call it forth. 

Because of the testimony of the human heart in all ages I be¬ 
lieve that man survives death. The assurance of immortality per¬ 
haps springs from the confidence of the human race in its own in¬ 
tegrity and the validity of its aims and values. Human life on 
earth promises so much more than it attains that it is often left at 
death as a truncated, unsatisfied and incomplete fragment. If the 
universe is reasonable and beneficent, man’s value judgment has 
been that it will preserve the moral gains that are fittest to survive. 
The life beyond is the demand of our moral nature. Life’s vast 
aspirations and capacities, unfulfilled at death, lead many of us to 
believe in God, in freedom and immortality. The disparity be- 
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tween our potentialities and our present possibilities, between what 
we are and what we hope to be, can only be satisfied by a future 
life Annihilation would seem to me to be an injustice and an in¬ 
sult to the race. 

William James and Henri Bergson endeavored to show that 
the mind overflows the brain, that the function of the brain is not 
productive of thought but merely transmissive, as in the case of 
the vocal cords in transmitting sound. They held that the human 
brain is but the temporary and imperfect instrument of the mind 
that survives it at death. When we assume, as science always does 
in the physical realm, that this is a reasonable world, we have a 
positive and assuring argument for immortality. In a universe 
where character is supreme, where personality is precious, where 
the highest spiritual values are permanent, a great multitude of 
men who have lived as though they were immortal have shared 
the conviction that they were moving toward some “far off di¬ 
vine event," toward which, perchance, the whole creation moves. 

Because of the testimony of religion I believe in life after 
death. Add to the unbroken faith of nineteen centuries of Chris¬ 
tian experience, the longer testimony of Judaism, the three thou¬ 
sand years of the religious experience of India, and five thousand 
years of the religious hope of Egypt. Even today around the an¬ 
cient mummies we find wrapped those prayers from the Book of 
the Dead, “Let me live, O let me live!" Let us note the belief in 
the future life in the ancient religions of Chaldea, Assyria, and 
Babylon; then add the faith of Zoroaster, the early religions of 
Greece and Rome, the myths of Scandinavia, the testimony of 
Caesar regarding the early Britons, the traditions of the North 
American Indians and countless other tribes and primitive peoples. 
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Let us face the fact that for something like a hundred thousand 
years, hum ;njty has buried its dead in the faith of a future life, 
and then ask if this hope has been founded upon a fallacy, if 
this deepest instinct of the human race has been a mockery and a 
betrayal The testimony of the highest religion to immortality is 
overwhelming. Its basic assumption that the universe is benefi¬ 
cent argues for the permanence of personality. The faith of re¬ 
ligion has always held, 

Thou wilt not leave us in the dust: 

Thou madest man, he knows not why, 

He thinks he was not made to die; 

And thou hast made him: thou art just. 

Because of the testimony of the great leaders of the race I 
believe in a future life. Prophets, philosophers, poets, seers, a mul¬ 
titude of the great mountain-peak men of human history have 
held to this high hope. Thus Socrates can say: “Then beyond 
question the soul is immortal and imperishable and will truly ex¬ 
ist in another world." Plato holds, “Our soul is immortal and never 
at all perisheth of necessity it always exists . . . Like vic¬ 
tors assembled together we shall enjoy a happy life.” Let us add 
the testimony of the long line of philosophers from Socrates and 
Plato to Kant and Hegel. Then take the witness of the great writ¬ 
ers from llomer and Virgil, from Dante and Milton to Words- 
worth, Tcnnvson and Browning. We may add the outstanding 
statesmen from Cicero to Cromwell, from Washington and Lin¬ 
coln to Bismarck and Gladstone. And finally we must add the 
vast, unnumbered armv of common men who with these leaders 
of the nu e have held this hope as imperishable. As Harry Emer¬ 
son Fosdick says: ‘The arbitrament of the great spirits of the race 
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gets its authority for us because they but confirm the vision of our 
ouTi elevated hours.” 

Because of the testimony of Jesus , whose life and teaching 
were based on the assurance of eternal life, Christians believe in a 
future life. Nineteen centuries of Christian progress have rested 
upon the faith and reality of the living Christ. I Iowever frag¬ 
mentary and conflicting may be the accounts of the resurrection, 
the early disciples and the four evangelists were certain of three 
things: Jesus’ disciples had known him in the flesh and had heard 
and remembered his teaching; they were sure that he died bv 
crucifixion, and they were all equally certain that he was alive 
again. These sturdy outdoor fishermen had been won from their 
stubborn unbelief to a conviction for which they were willing to 
die. As Shirley Jackson Case says: “Peter’s confidence that he had 
seen Jesus alive again after his crucifixion is one of the best attested 
facts in ancient history.” 

The resurrection cannot be taken in isolation apart from the 
life and teaching and death of Jesus. In Jesus we see what faith in 
immortality means for character, for sacrificial service and fellow¬ 
ship with God. Socrates labored in his philosophic argument for 
immortality. Jesus never argued but believed it as an unshakable 
intuition and lived his whole life in its triumphant faith. Only 
against that background have his life and crucifixion eternal mean¬ 
ing. 

Among the witnesses to the resurrection are the Christian 
Church, which was founded on faith in the fact of the resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ; the existence of the New Testament as a monu¬ 
ment to this faith, without which no single Gospel or Epistle 
would have been written; the observance of Sunday, the first day 
of the week, instead of the Jewish Sabbath; and the primitive 
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and continuing rite of the Lords Supper as a eucharist or thanks¬ 
giving for a living Savior. All four are a testimony to the univer¬ 
sal primitive Christian belief in the resurrection of Jesus. 

The Apostle Paul, writing to the Corinthians, says that Jesus 
appeared to him and to at least six groups of disciples. One of 
these groups included five hundred Christian brothers "all at once” 
—or all at one time whether in one place or not—the majority of 
whom were still alive as witnesses to the fact of the resurrection 
when Paul wrote, in a.d. 54. Paul is not interested in even men¬ 
tioning an empty tomb nor what happened to the physical body 
of Jesus. He now had a “spiritual” body: i.e., a body controlled by 
spirit, no longer an impediment to the spirit, but its pure and un¬ 
hindered expression. The most convincing contemporary evidence 
of the resurrection, however, was the power in life and death that 
the world saw in ‘‘this new race of men, such as the fickle Simon 
who had become the rockiike Peter, and the bigoted young Phar¬ 
isee, Saul, the persecutor, who had become the greatest and most 
Christlike aposde. We believe that it was not the memory of a mis¬ 
taken Galilean carpenter, but the risen and living Christ that 
made Jesus the chief regenerative power in the world’s history. As 
David Hume says, “It is the gospel and the gospel alone that has 
brought life and immortality to light.” 

As a Christian 1 believe in eternal life also because of the 
negative argument, as I face the stark alternative to the Christian 
view of life after death. Let us suppose that Jesus and all the 
early Christians were mistaken. Then with him, Peter, Paul, the 
apostles, prophets, martyrs, and missionaries of all the centuries, 
and the seven hundred million professing Christians living today, 
have been deluded by this false hope. If Jesus is dead, then the 
universe with him ultimately is doomed to death. Then we are 
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all denizens, not of Augustine's eternal City of God, but of mor¬ 
tal humanity's “city of dreadful night.” A dead Christ would 
mean not only the spiritual death of the individual, but also in 
time of the human race. Then the whole cumulative process of 
agelong evolution has been and will be, spiritually, largely in vain. 

And on this hypothesis, most miserable of all was the tragic 
fate of this dead carpenter. Beautiful, of course, brave and poetic 
in considering the lilies and the birds, having no care nor fear, for 
his Father in heaven would care for all and give men eternal life. 
Beautiful—but it is false if it is not true. Then, as Dean Church 
says, we would have to believe that we had been following “the 
memory of an obscure Syrian devotee, poor and miserable and 
ruined, floated up by accident, by the chances of an age of Orien¬ 
tal fanaticism, no one can tell how, to the summit and control 
of all these forces which shape the world.” Then, as Bertrand Rus¬ 
sell holds, “on man and all his race the slow, sure doom falls piti¬ 
less and dark.” Then, “if Christ be not risen from the dead,” we 
face the ultimate end of a dying universe and an impotent, or 
nonexistent, or defeated God. 

Emerson wrote: “The blazing evidence of immortality is our 
dissatisfaction with any other solution.” If we suppose that Jesus 
died merely as a mistaken Galilean carpenter, where does it leave 
us? How am I to think of this man without whom the truth of 
God, the character of God, the significance of the universe, and 
the meaning of history become something less than they are? How 
am I to interpret this man without whom I cannot think of God 
at his full value? If there hung upon that Cross of Golgotha only 
a dead Galilean carpenter, betrayed by a mistaken Messianic 
dream, then God himself is infinitely less than Jesus declared, and 
all reality, the whole universe, and all the tragic history of hu- 
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manity are infinitely less than would be implied by the faith ol 
all early Christians. If we have such a God as Jesus revealed, we 
have everything. In Jesus we meet the ultimate alternative of 
eternal life or eternal death. Either Jesus brings life and immortal¬ 
ity to light, or we are left “without God and without hope in the 
world.” The stark alternative to the resurrection is Death. 

Because of out confidence in the character of God as Father 
many of us believe that we are immortal children of God. Ulti¬ 
mately our hope of a life beyond is grounded in God himself. If 
there is an eternal, infinite, all-powerful and good God, if there 
is a living, loving Father, then the future life seems to be assured. 
As Dr. George A. Gordon said: “The bed-rock of the universe is 
the faithfulness of God ... We thus rest our hope of life after 
death upon the truth of Christ and the honor of God.” John 
Fiske wrote: “I believe in the immortality of the soul as the su¬ 
preme act of faith in the reasonableness of God’s work. Our firm 
faith, consisting of many interwoven strands, holds that the ground 
of all things is not some impersonal principle, but a living God 
able to make himself known to men and to lift them into eternal 
fellowship with himself. All our experience of value in this short 
life drives us to the conviction of theism and to the demand for 
immortality. Thus our faith in God and in eternal life stand or 
fall together. 

Because of the testimony of Christian experience here and 
now Christians believe they already experience eternal life. He 
that believeth already " hath eternal life.” Faith in a future life is 
progressively verified by an expanding spiritual experience in the 
present. Faith in immortality, instead of being a demonstration of 
logic, is a spiritual achievement. I think of immortality not as end¬ 
less quantity but as infinite quality, a quality of existence called 
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"eternal life,” the beginning of which we may even now experi- 

e , ntC . I :,T [ n0t , unaware of certain biological advantages that 
death has brought to life in the flexibility of history and the de¬ 
velopment of mankind. But in another aspect I look upon death 

as a conquered foe, as a mere portal to an infinite and endless life 
or unending progress. 

The human race has clung to the belief that love is immortal, 
and in ten thousand poems and in monuments like the Tai Ma¬ 
hal ,t has affirmed its faith that the love of the lovers is more 
eternal than the poem or marble that enshrines it. They verily be- 
heve that “it is love that makes the world go round.” Words¬ 
worth Browning and Tennyson, Emerson, Whittier and Lowell 
and a host of ancient and modern poets affirmed the same. Who u 
right, the pessimistic Buddha who is driven to say, “Let therefore 

no man love anything,” or the Christian who dares to believe that 
love is immortal? 

A great multitude of believers have the conviction of the 
anonymous poet: 

There is no death, what we call death 
Is but a sudden change; 

Because we know not where it leads, 

Therefore it seemeth strange. 

There is no death, what we* call death 
Is but a restful sleep; 

They wake not soon who slumber so, 

Therefore we mourn, we weep. 

There is no death, what we call death 
Is but surcease from strife; 

They do not die whom we call dead, 

They go from life—to Life. 
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To the devout Christian, simple faith is enough. It may 

seem to him no. only gr.~ ^ impious ,o P«> ^ 

faith and seek scientific evidence for his beliefs. The faith of hoc 
rates and Plato and the above reasons for belief in immortality, 
however, all rest upon faith, hope, love, or the argument from 
analogy. It seems to me that there is one field, however, where 
cumulative scientific evidence, that someday may amount to proof, 
is possible. That is the psychic field that we shall now investigate 
in this book. It is a field of experience that was well known to the 
Apostle Paul and has been to many others before and since his 
day We are not urging the enviable man of simple faith who 
never had a doubt in his life to seek scientific evidence. We are 
about to offer scientific psychic evidence, however, to those who 
do not have this faith. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to add two incommensurables, 
such as faith plus sight, or faith plus reason, or faith plus scientific 
evidence. I repeat that for myself religious faith is enough. I am 
content not to ask to see the distant scene but to live out my whole 
life in “faith working by love.” But I have found many who 
have not this faith, especially as I have spoken to the enlisted men 
in two wars and to those who were bereaved through the oss of 
loved ones. It was for their sakes that 1 felt driven to make the 
study of psychic phenomena described in this book. In a later 
chapter I shall frankly admit all the painful limitations I have 
found in this “twilight zone,” and I shall warn the reader of the 
dangers to the curious of trifling in connection with it. 

I now believe in personal immortality not only on the gronn 
of faith hut because of empirical evidence from more than a dec¬ 
ade of psychic experience and psychic investigation. If I layaside 
a very few trivial or unsatisfying psychic experiences, I think 
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can make the following statement: Taken as a whole my experi¬ 
ences of psychic phenomena have been so repeated, so convincing 
and so satisfying to me personally that 1 now have the same evi¬ 
dence in principle for the existence of the nine members of my 
family who are now in the spiritual world that l have for the 
three members of my family who are still on earth. 

Once the question of life after death was for me solely a mat¬ 
ter of faith. Now it is a matter of faith confirmed by sight and the 
direct evidence of experience. I do not, of course, ask any man 
to take my word at second hand as to the value of any scientific 
evidence I have received. I offer no apology, however, for making 
this investigation. The fact of personal survival after death has 
now been confirmed in my own experience by psychic evidence 
v> continuous and convincing that for myself I ask no more. But 
I shall keep this matter of the supernormal in its place, and that 
place for me, although important, is not central. Concerning the 
whole question of personal immortality, religious faith means far 
more to me than psychic evidence. 

Regarding ultimates, we know little and can prove nothing. 
Intellectually “we know in part” and humbly and patiently, bit 
by bit, in infinitesimal fragment by fragment of knowledge, we 
advance across the silent centuries. But already, here and now, in 
this instant of time and in eternity, regarding some things I am 
still say / know. “I know whom I have believed and I am sure that 

he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to 
me.” 

Happy are the humble, happy are the poor in spirit, happy 
are the trusting who can sit down before man’s factual existence 
however baffling or tragic it may be, with the fearless and confi¬ 
dent spirit of a little child, and enter into that Kingdom which 
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[he^nT^nturL since, who have been able by simple trust to 

iLT^inV there is an ever-imperfect Church Militant 
Tnd a erowingly perfect Church Triumphant; there is a wide 
Kingdom of the Unseen that includes "* hcr *“P not com 
orthodox fold. From the great Plotinus- to Mahatma Gandh, 
from the pagan Cyrus, God’s “friend (lM4^, 45 - 0 , t 
great agnostics, Darwin and Huxley, 1 believe there is a mu - 
Ldc that no man can number who are even now experiencing 
The glory of going on and yet to be.” “He who has seen it know 
whaM Jean” and he who has not seen nor even yet believed w. 

find it, all in good time. 

Mf 

£.?. V ,s t e «»x * 



A Cloud of Witnesses 


MY BELIEF IN GOD IS NOT THE RESULT OF ANY A PRIORI ARGU- 

mcnt for his existence; nor have I ever met a man in all my travels 
who was convinced by such an argument alone. I have found 
God in experience: an experience so satisfying and convincing 
that I can account for it in no other way than by the objective 
reality of God. But I do not rely solely upon my own discoveries. 
I find my own experience confirmed by that of others: men who 
appear throughout the history of religion, and those whom I 
have met and known in other lands and in all religions. The 
case is similar in the matter of psychic phenomena and their inter¬ 
pretation. Considering the small amount of time I have given to 
the investigation of the subject, it seems to me that I have met 
■vith a considerable amount of satisfying evidence during the past 
Inrtccn years. But I find this experience of mine also confirmed 
and validated in the lives of some of my friends who have made 
an open-minded examination of the subject. 

As 1 read, 1 find a record of psychic phenomena throughout 
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the whole of history and I observe that men prevailingly have in¬ 
terpreted their psychic experiences as they have their religion, 
i,e., as based upon objective reality. There is the same evidence 
for the existence of a spiritual world and for an invisible Kingdom 
of God that there is for God himself. While it does not yet 
amount to proof, the evidence for survival and for a spiritual 
world with which I can come into communication is cumu¬ 
lative and for me it is growingly convincing. 

The unknown author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, after h.s 
great chapter on faith and the record of its triumphant heroes 
throughout the ages, tells us of men who "conquered kingdoms 
enforced justice, realized the promises" and "received their dead 
by resurrection." He sees this great host of martyrs and victors liv¬ 
ing beyond the pale of death as "a cloud of witnesses" who sur¬ 
round contemporary believers. In this sense I would summon only 
a few from this innumerable host of living witnesses from the past 
and from the present who seem to me to confirm my own experi¬ 
ence of psychic phenomena. 

We have record of such psychic phenomena from earliest an¬ 
tiquity. Most primitive peoples in their animism were familiar 
with these phenomena although it was usually mixed with super¬ 
stition. Tylor’s Primitive Culture, Herbert Spencer’s works, Fra¬ 
zer's Golden Bough and his Belief in Immortality Among Savages 
and other works, as well as the legends and folklore of many peo¬ 
ples, bear testimony to the existence of psychic phenomena in the 
earliest times. Identical ideas of the soul arose among tribes that 
had never been in communication with each other, separated by 
oceans and continents, such as the Australians, South Sea Islanders, 
Africans, and North American Indians. A common tradition 
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could not account for these similarities, but similar experiences 
could explain them. The ancestor worship of China and Japan 
is the oldest survivor of this early animism. 

THE GREEK ORACLES 

Socrates, Anaxagoras, Plato, and Aristotle recognized the 
I*ych,c or the spiritual element in life, and openly avowed their 
belief in spiritual intervention. Spiritual realities were held to 
exist side by side with material phenomena under the dualism of 
Greek thought until later materialism totally denied the existence 
of any spiritual world. After the death of Socrates, Plato’s emo¬ 
tional interest in the personal survival of his beloved master was 
strong within him. There is a thread of primitive spiritualism and 
animism running throughout popular Greek religion that relied 
upon oracles which were the Greek mediums, both fraudulent 
and genuine. When Plutarch speaks of “the cessation of the 
oracles, he shows his observation of both fraudulent and genuine 
phenomena He makes a distinction concerning the voice of the 
oracle Apollo and that of the medium. The voice and the meter 
were not the god’s but the voice of the woman who spoke. Ex¬ 
periences of that day were similar to those of the present. 

If we had the complete record we might be able to trace the 
passion of psychic gifts from the beginning right through 
t ordui history. To mention only one or two who had thifse 

fo’-AnTl^t 3 "^ S3yS ^ thC Ap ° l0gy (J ° Wett - 

r.. . d s ° 1 8 ° about the world obedient to the god-and in 
vindication of the oracle’’ (who had told Socrates that he was the 
wisest man in Athens). And again: 
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You have often heard me say that a sort of divine thing, 
a spirit agency (Dimonion) comes into my experience. 

Since boyhood I have had the experience of a certain 
voice which, when it comes to me, always forbids me to 
do something which I am going to do but which never 
commands me to do anything. Each time as my thoughts 
assayed to the defense which I am to give before the 
courts, the divinity had opposed me ... I see clearly 
that to die and to be released is better for me, and there¬ 
fore the oracle gave me no sign. 

In the Phaedo , he says: 

I am as sure as I can be in such matters that I am going 
to live with the gods who are very good masters. And 
therefore I am not so much grieved at death; 1 am con¬ 
fident that the dead have some kind of existence. 

The first instance of psychical research of which we have 
any record was told by Herodotus, “the father of history. 0 When 
Croesus, King of Lydia (560-546 b.c.), became alarmed at the 
increasing power of the Persians, he decided to consult seven 
celebrated oracles--six Greek and one Egyptian. Accordingly he 
sent seven messengers to the seven oracles to ask each on the 
hundredth day after their departure: “What is King Croesus now 
doing?" When the messengers entered the presence of the oracle 
at Delphi, the priestess said that Croesus was eating the flesh of a 
tortoise and a lamb boiled in a brass caldron. As this was exacdy 
the right answer to the difficult and ingenious test imposed by 
Croesus, he assigned the palm to the oracle of Delphi which had 
apparendy ascertained the truth by telepathy, or thought trans¬ 
ference, or, according to the definition of F. W. H. Myers, the 
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communication of impressions of any kind from one mind to an¬ 
other." 

The leading writers of Greece from Herodotus to Plutarch 
testified to the psychic power of many of the oracles, especially of 
the prophetess or psychic medium at Delphi. With pardonable ex¬ 
aggeration, Plutarch says: “Her answers though submitted to the 
severest scrutiny have never proved false or incorrect On the 
contrary, the verification of them has filled the temple with 
gifts from all parts of Greece and foreign countries." We could 
expect no scientific attitude or experimentation at the time of 
Herodotus or Plutarch, but the appeal of the psychic power of 
the entranced Delphic oracles to the intellect of Greece century 
after century is highly evidential. 


THE SOBER HEBREWS 

Judaism was a concrete, practical religion concerned chiefly 
with the present world and centered in monotheism. From the 
earliest period it had to fight for its life against idolatry, fetishism, 
animism, polytheism, the sensuous cult of the Baals, and gross 
phallic worship. As Samuel hewed Agag in pieces, Judaism felt 
it must destroy, root and branch, every sign of idolatry. Its atti¬ 
tude to the very real dangers of superstition and witchcraft is 
shown in the typical account of Saul and the witch of Fndor. 1 

In this account, Saul had banished wizards and those that 
had familiar spirits out of the land, but when the Lord had de¬ 
parted from Saul, he feared defeat at the hands of the Philistines. 
He said, “Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit." And he 

1 Sam. 28:3-19. 
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went to Endor. He asked this woman to bring him up Samuel, 
“and when the woman saw Samuel she cried with a loud 
voice . . . Why hast thou deceived me, for thou art Saul . . . 
and he said unto her, What form is he of? and she said, An old 
man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. . . . Saul . . . 
stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself." 

Saul believes that it is Samuel who tells him that God has 
departed from him and that he will be defeated by the Philistines 
and the kingdom will lie taken out of his hands and given to 
David. The whole passage shows the contemporary belief in 
psychic phenomena in the setting of the life-and-death struggle 
of Judaism to preserve its higher ethical monotheism. We cannot, 
however, take the word of the Jewish Law as final in its com¬ 
mand: ‘Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live" (Ex.22:i8) any 
more than we can its command to abstain from forbidden meats. 

H. J. D. Astley in his Biblical Anthropology shows that 
witchcraft abounded in Israel despite the efforts of successive codes 
to put it down. It is found from the times of the Judges to the 
Reformation of Josiah and even after the Exile. Saul was a strenu¬ 
ous witchhunter, yet resorted to witchcraft himself as did all 
primitive races. According to Joshua Trachtenberg in Jewish 
Magic and Superstition, although it was forbidden by the Law of 
Moses, the practice of calling up the spirits of the dead for pur¬ 
poses of divination was well known among the Jews in Biblical 
and Talmudic times. In the Talmud the dead were held to be 
aware of everything said on earth and they could help or harm 
the living. 

Nor until the Book of Daniel, in 165 b . c ., do we have the 
clear teaching of a partial resurrection of the just, for Judaism 
was pre-eminently occupied with the stem realities of the present 
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life and with its own fight for survival Christim 
hand, makes a thoroughgoing appeal to the su] 
united in its early witness to belief in a futu 
commonly realized how the origin of Chri 
tricably bound up with psychic phenomena. 1 
ing without physical means, which prevail thiui 
of the Gospels, have been repeated a thousand 
will be startled to find, if he reads the New 
with this in view, how the psychic element pen 
record. The story of the transfiguration with t: 
Moses and Elias was significant, whether this w 
objective phenomenon. Supernatural Christian! 
with the resurrection. With that event it begar 
gion. We have the appearances of Jesus to h 
Thomas absent and present, 2 the story of the 
way to Emmaus after the crucifixion, the speak 
on the day of Pentecost, St. Paul’s vision on the r 
and a hundred other incidents. The Christian 
next few centuries, report the same experience 
nomena. We find in the New Testament unde 
the phenomena of suggestion, trance, mcdiui 
clairvoyance, clairaudience, and other gifts. 

Jesus accepted the challenge of the materi; 
who believed in no resurrection or survival of the 
when he said: 

“People in this world marry and are marri 
who are considered worthy to attain vonde 
the resurrection from the dead neither m. 
married, for they cannot die any more; . . 

*Lukc 24:1-50; John 20:1-21, 25, Acts 2:1-36; 
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in the resurrection they are sons of God. And that the 
dead are raised has been indicated by Moses . . . when 
he calls the Lord ‘God of Abraham and God of Isaac and 
God of Jacob.’ God is not a God of dead people, but of 
living, for all live to him.” 3 

Christianity as a world religion began, not with a moral teachei 
proclaiming the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man, 
but with a supernormal or supernatural resurrection upon which 
it staked its very life. This historic fact of the living Christ was 
what won the world of that day. Even the cynical Gibbon ad¬ 
mits that the Christian doctrine of personal immortality was one 
of the secrets of the success of the new universal religion in the 
conversion of the Roman Empire. 

If we turn to the experience of the Apostle Paul as recorded 
in the twelfth, fourteenth and fifteenth chapters of I Co¬ 
rinthians, we are struck by the frequent occurrence of psychic- 
phenomena in the early church. Of the spiritual gifts that the 
Apostle Paul lists in I Cor. 12:7-10, 28-30, we find that three of 
them are normal and six are supernormal. Paul speaks in the same 
language of the normal gifts of wisdom, knowledge, faith, and of 
equally real supernormal experiences of spiritual healing, mi¬ 
raculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing good from evil spirits, 
speaking with tongues, and the interpretation of tongues. 

The Apostle Paul warns this early church against fanatical 
disorder in their meetings. He points them to a still more ex¬ 
cellent way, that they seek faith, hope and love, the greatest of 
which is love. In the very next verse he says, however, “Make 
love your aim and then set your heart on the spiritual gifts.” The 
normal imperative of love does not exclude the supernormal. Paul 

# Luke 20:34-38, Moffatt’s translation. 
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says he speaks in tongues more than any of 1 
church he would rather speak five words with h 
ten thousand words in a tongue. But he says, “f< 
with tongues. Let everything be done decent! 
Concerning the resurrection, upon which he 
faith and that of the early church, he says: 

Christ rose from the dead, for if dead m< 
Christ did not rise either; and if Christ 
your faith is futile. . . . More than tha 
have slept the sleep of death in Christ \ 
after all. If in this life we have nothing bul 
in Christ, we are of all men to be pitied n 
not so! Christ did rise from the dead! 4 

Thus we see that, although Judaism is oftei 
this-worldly, apostolic and dynamic Christiai 
bound up with psychic phenomena from its 
Twentieth-century nontheistic humanists or rati 
to preserve the aesthetic values of a religion 
usually very good people and have a ration 
maintain only that such a materialistic human: 
it is, is not full Christianity if it is a religion v 
out a spiritual resurrection or a future life. 


MEDIEVAL SAINTS 

In an almost unbroken series of saints a 
Church Catholic, Joan of Arc (1412-1431), 
out cloud of wi messes to the reality of psychic 

4 1 Cor, 15:16-20, Moffatt translation. 
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may choose between three theories in seeking to account for her 
remarkable life. Her voices, visions and strange powers may have 
been illusory; they may have been, as the Catholic Church of her 
day averred, of the devil; or Joan may have had unmistakable gifts 
of clairvoyance, dairaudience and divination as evidenced in her 
true predictions. The last seems the most probable explanation. At 
the age of thirteen, in her fathers garden, she first heard what she 
believed was the voice of God. For the next five years, the voices 
seemed to grow clearer and more imperative. There appeared to 
be no normal way that a peasant girl of sixteen, who could not 
read or write, who could neither ride nor fight, could nevertheless 
remove mountains of prejudice, convince the leaders of the army, 
the doctors of theology, and finally the people of France, that she 
was called of God. 

The four tasks that had been set for Joan of Arc by her 
spirit guides were successfully accomplished: to drive the English 
in flight, to crown the king at Rheims, to deliver Orleans from 
the foreigner, and to unite France as a real nation. From the be¬ 
ginning she had been told by her guides that her supernormal 
power would last but a year. She believed that St. Catherine and 
St. Margaret told her she would be taken prisoner before Mid¬ 
summer Day. The Maid led her hosts to battle in white armor, in 
a series of brief and brilliant victories. Finally—to the disgrace of 
the French, the English, and the Church of the day—she was 
betrayed, captured, and offered for sale to be burned alive as a 
witch at the age of nineteen, in the market place of Rouen. This 
judgment was annulled twenty-five years later and completely 
reversed by her canonization in 1919, nearly five hundred years 
after her martyrdom. 


26 


A CLOUD OF WITNESSES 




FOX, WESLEY AND SWEDENBORG 

Joan of Arc does not stand alone in the long line of saints, 
mystics and psychics of the Church of the past nineteen centuries. 
Protestants, for all their rationalizations, must not think that it is 
only members of the Roman Catholic Church that experienced 
these psychic phenomena. In proportion to numbers, there have 
been as many psychically gifted Protestants as Catholics and as 
many nonchurchmen as churchmen. George Fox (1624-1691), 
the shoemaker of Leicester, in his leather jacket, with his mag¬ 
netic eyes, preached the doctrine of the inward light. 

Rufus Jones in his Life of George Fox shows that he be¬ 
longed to the order of mystical, intuitional prophets of the same 
general type as St. Francis of Assisi, St. Catherine of Siena, St. 
Theresa and Jacob Boehme of Silesia. They all believed they had 
“flashes," openings, visions, or direct guidance. Fox firmly believed 
that on occasions he was granted miraculous power. He frequently 
refers to the “wonderful power" that attended his labors or that 
“broke forth" when he was speaking. But, like the Christians of 
the first century, he was considered by many as beside himself and 
was persecuted. Sixty times he was brought before the courts and 
eight times imprisoned in filthy jails or casde dungeons. 

Fox had considerable psychic powers. He and his followers 
firmly believed that they cured disease; they were clairvoyant, they 
believed they were discerners of spirits, and they foretold coming 
events. A fortnight before Oliver Cromwell broke up the Long 
Parliament, Fox prophesied of the event. He had “a divine warn¬ 
ing" of the great fire of London, which broke out the day after 
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his release from prison. He was given a sight of the Revolution of 
1688 before it happened. At another time he was in trance for 
fourteen days. His disciples also had psychic gifts and believed 
they were given signs and warnings. They practiced exorcism, 
prophecy and clairvoyance. Whatever the mixture of supersti¬ 
tion with their ideas may have been, Carlyle says, “No greater 
thing was ever done than when George Fox, stitching himself a 
suit of leather, went forth determined to find truth for himself and 
do batde for it against all superstition, bigotry and intolerance.” 

John Wesley (1703-1791), while in his fathers rectory at 
Epworth, records the weird spiritualistic occurrences that were ob¬ 
served for four months from December, 1716 to April, 1717, of 
the violent poltergeist type. Wesley and his whole family believed 
in the objective reality of these occurrences as occasioned by un¬ 
seen operators which Wesley described in the Arminian Magazine. 
The noises of all kinds were mischievous but not malicious, and 
“Old Jeffry” was believed to be a very real person by the whole 
household. Wesley occasionally oflFers a clue to the mediumistic 
center of the disturbances in his sister. Emily Wesley wrote to her 
brother Samuel that the spirit was never near her except on two 
or three occasions and never followed her “as it did my sister, 
Hettie.” Regarding supernormal phenomena such as paroxysms 
under conviction, Wesley writes: “I have seen with mine own 
eyes and heard with mine own ears things which to the best of 
my judgment cannot be accounted for by the ordinary course of 
natural causes.” 

Emmanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772), an older contempo¬ 
rary of Wesley, was one of the originators of modern spiritualism, 
This remarkable man made himself famous in almost every de- 
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partment of science. He even anticipated Kant and Laplace on 
the nebular hypothesis. His inventions in various fields were nu¬ 
merous and successful. He was brilliant as a mathematician, phi¬ 
losopher, physiologist, chemist, engineer, mineralogist, anatomist, 
geologist, poet and musician. Immanual Kant investigated and 
wrote of him, “Dreams of a Ghost Seer,” weighing the arguments 
for and against spirit communication. However permeated with 
extravagance and even superstition, Swedenborgs teaching influ¬ 
enced writers such as Tennyson, the Brownings, Ruskin. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Goethe, Heine, Coleridge, and Carlyle. 

Among Emerson s Representative Men —together with Plato, 
Montaigne, Shakespeare, Napoleon and Goethe—he speaks of 
Swedenborg, the mystic, with both discriminating appreciation 
and criticism. Emerson finds that: 

This introverted mind [of Swedenborg] ... led 
the most real life of any man then in the world . . . 
and now he begins to spread himself into the minds of 
thousands. ... At the age of fifty-four his illumination 
began. The added fame of second-sight and extraordi 
nary religious knowledge drew to him queens, nobles, 
clergy, shipmasters and people. . . . Venturing into the 
dim spirit-realm he attempted to establish a new religion 
in the world. ... A colossal soul, he lies vast abroad on 
his times and requires a long focal distance to be seen. 

Immanuel Kant says that he had maintained a negative atti¬ 
tude to psychic phenomena until he had taken great pains to 
examine and check upon “the report concerning Swedenborg.” 
After narrating the story of Swedenborg’s psychic vision of the 
fire in Stockholm and the finding of the lost receipt of the Dutch 
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ambassador, Kant concludes: ‘What can be brought forward 
against the authenticity of this occurrence?” Kants letter, abbre¬ 
viated, reads: 

The following occurrence appears to me to have the 
greatest weight of proof, and to place the assertion re¬ 
specting Swedenborg’s extraordinary gift beyond all pos¬ 
sibility of doubt. In the year 1759, late in September, at 
four o’clock, Swedenborg arrived at Gothenburg in Eng¬ 
land. At six o'clock he returned to the company of some 
fifteen persons at William Castel’s house pale and 
alarmed at his vision of the great fire that had just 
broken out in Stockholm three hundred miles away. At 
eight o'clock, he exclaimed, “Thank God the fire is ex¬ 
tinguished at the third door from my house.” Sweden¬ 
borg had described the fire in detail to the English gov¬ 
ernor and his friends and two days later, in letters 
brought by a messenger from Stockholm, the fire was 
described precisely in the manner stated by Sweden¬ 
borg. The fire was extinguished at eight o’clock. 5 

Kant also refers to the incident when Madame de Marteville, 
widow of the Dutch ambassador in Stockholm, was called to pay 
the goldsmith for a costly silver service recently purchased by her 
late husband, which she believed had already been paid for, al¬ 
though she could not find the receipt. She requested Swedenborg 

fc Sec Dr. R. L. Tafel's Documents Concerning Swedenborg, Vol. II, 
pp. 625-636; also letter of Kant to Charlotte Von Knobloch in Borow- 
sky's Life and Character of Kant; Benjamin Worchesters Life of 
.Swedenborg, pp. 195-228, 345-370; George Trowbridge’s Sweden - 
borg, pp. 226-231; and Lewis Hite's Swedenborgs Historical Position, 
pp. 129-137; also Dreams of a Spirit Seer Illustrated by Dreams of 
Metaphysics by Immanuel Kant. 
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to ask her deceased husband concerning this. Three days later, 
Swedenborg called again and before witnesses told her that her 
husband said he had paid the debt seven months before his death, 
and that she would find the receipt in a secret drawer on the 
left side of the bureau upstairs. The whole company went to the 
bureau, found the hitherto unknown secret drawer, all the re¬ 
lated Dutch correspondence, and the receipt. A third well-known 
incident was Swedenborg’s disclosing to the queen of Sweden the 
nature of a secret that existed between herself and her deceased 
brother, Crown Prince Augustus William of Prussia. Count Hop- 
ken .elates that the queen was gready overcome and said to 
Swedenborg: “No one, except God, knows this secret.” 6 

When Swedenborg was in England, he was anxious to meet 
both Sir Isaac Newton and John Wesley. One day Wesley received 
a letter from Swedenborg dated in February, 1772, which read: 
“I have been informed in the world of spirits that you have a 
strong desire to converse with me; I shall be happy to see you if 
you will favor me with a visit.” When Wesley wrote that he had 
desired to see him and would be eager to call after his six months' 
journey, Samuel Smith, one of Wesley’s preachers later informed 
Dr. Tafel that Swedenborg wrote in reply that Wesley's visit would 
be too late as Swedenborg had foretold that he would enter the 
world of spirits on the twenty-ninth of the following month. 7 

"George Trowbridge, Life of Swedenborg, pp. 226-234. 

1 Wesley writes in his journal, March 28, 1770: “I sat down to read 
and seriously consider some of the writings of Baron Swedenborg. I 
began with a huge prejudice in his favor, knowing him to be a pious 
man, one of a strong understanding, of much learning, and one who 
thoroughly believed himself.” There are similar references in his 
Journal and writings during a period of thirteen years when he speaks 
favorably of Swedenborg and his writings. 
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ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE 

Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913), the brilliant codis¬ 
coverer with Charles Darwin of the principle of evolution, may 
well be called as the next in our cloud of witnesses. The attitude 
of these two men—Darwin and Wallace—to the principle of evo¬ 
lution stands in striking contrast. Darwin had turned from his 
theological preparation for the ministry in Cambridge to concen¬ 
trate upon natural science. After sixteen years of prodigious toil, 
he was about ready to publish his conclusion regarding natural 
selection as the explanation of the origin of species. From this 
point, he writes, “disbelief crept over me at a very slow rate.” He 
became a materialist and agnostic, confining his study and belief 
to the visible material world. 

Wallace, on the other hand, at the age of fourteen, had 
abandoned the childhood faith of his orthodox home to become a 
materialist through the acceptance of Robert Owen’s antireligious 
socialism. In the midst of his scientific studies in the Malay Archi¬ 
pelago in 1858, while lying sick with fever on the island of Ter- 
nate, there flashed upon him in a moment of brilliant insight the 
whole theory of evolution by natural selection as the long-sought 
law of nature that solved the problem of the origin of species and 
changed for him the face of the universe. 

While Darwin settled down to a lifelong study of this law in 
the material world, Wallace went on to apply the law of evo¬ 
lution to the whole sweep of the development of the universe—to 
the upward struggle of life from the amoeba to man, to the origin 
of life and consciousness, to the progress of mind, morals and re¬ 
ligion throughout the two worlds of matter and spirit, not only 
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throughout this life, but to what seemed to him the inescapable 
evidence for the survival of individual personality in spiritual 
life beyond death. Wallace concluded: 

As nothing in nature actually “dies” but renews its 
life in another and higher form, so Man, the highest 
product of natural laws here, must by the power of mind 
and intellect continue to develop hereafter. 

The range of Wallace’s intellect was prodigious. He studied 
not only almost every branch of natural science but what was 
then called “mesmerism” and telepathy, discovering that he had 
considerable hypnotic power himself. For thirty years, from 1865 
to 1895, while continuing his studies in natural science, he made 
an experimental study of psychic phenomena, beginning on what 
he considered the lower level of physical manifestations and con¬ 
tinuing up to the highest evidence for survival and communi¬ 
cation with what he believed were unseen spiritual entities. Every¬ 
where in the universe he believed he found not only matter and 
energy but directive mind and purpose, as his intellect passed 
from the survey of the living germ to the living God. He wrote: 
’The complete materialistic mind of my youth and early manhood 
has been slowly molded into the socialistic, spiritualistic and the- 
istic mind I now exhibit.” 

At the conclusion of his long volume on The World of Life , 
Wallace found infinite variety as the law of the universe. Instead 
of evidence for a solitary, infinite and eternal Being as the one 
and only direct agent in every detail of the universe, Wallace 
believed he found not only God, but a whole hierarchy of beings 
with infinite grades of power, of knowledge, of wisdom, and 
everywhere the influence of higher beings upon lower. He found 
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"the universe requires the continuous co-ordinated agency of myri¬ 
ads of intelligences" and that "man is destined to a permanent, 
progressive existence in a world of spirit." He was convinced not 
only of the fact of telepathy, but that "the phenomena of spirit¬ 
ualism are proved quite as well as any facts are proved in other 
sciences." He investigated what he believed was the fact of an¬ 
swered prayer as in the case of George Mullers faith orphanage 
where several thousand orphans were supported for forty-four 
years without any financial appeals, without debt or credit, and 
without the loss of a single meal in nearly half a century. He did 
not think that such cases could be accounted for by chance. Wal¬ 
lace thought he could best account for them not by a solitary 
God who sat, as it were, at the great telephone exchange of the 
universe, but by the law of telepathy and the co-operation of 
spiritual beings in a vast unseen Kingdom of God. 

Wallace was not afraid to publish his findings as in his 
Miracles and Modem Spiritualism where he defines miracle as 
"any act or event necessarily implying the existence and agency 
of superhuman intelligences." His revealing correspondence on the 
subject of psychic phenomena is preserved, not only with Sir 
William Crookes, F. W. H. Myers, and Sir Oliver Lodge, but 
with all the leading scientists of his day, including Darwin, Hux¬ 
ley, Tyndall, and Romanes. Wallace concludes: 

For myself, I have never been able to see why any 
hypothesis should be less scientific than another, except 
so far as one explains the whole of the facts, and the 
other explains only a part of them. I therefore claim 
that the spirit hypothesis is the most scientific, since 
even those who oppose it most strenuously often admit 
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that it has explained all the facts, which cannot be said 

under any other hypothesis. 

It was fitting that the medallions of three great scientists of 
the day were placed side by side in Westminster Abbey—Darwin, 
Wallace, and Lister. Of these three, doubtless the greatest sci¬ 
entist was Darwin, but the one with the widest vision of the 
whole spiritual universe was Wallace, who we believe deserves 
a place in our cloud of witnesses. 

DANIEL D. HOME 

We shall find that psychic phenomena are usually classified 
as either psychical or physical. We may take a single example, one 
out of hundreds, in the life of Daniel D. Home (1833-1886), 
which affords clear evidence of both psychic and physical medium- 
ship. Home was a powerful physical medium but he was a deeply 
spiritual man and his interest in physical phenomena was only as 
evidence of personal immortality and of the work of spirits. He 
counted his greatest gift the "discerning of spirits," i.e., good from 
evil spirits, and making his life a visible channel for the work of 
good spirits. Home was born in Edinburgh in 1833 of an ancient 
Scottish family and his Highland mother had the traditional Scot¬ 
tish psychic gift of "secondsight." At the age of nine Daniel was 
brought to America as a delicate child, living first in Connecticut 
and then in Troy, New York. At the age of thirteen he began to 
have powerful psychic experiences which his aunt assured him 
were of the devil. When the local ministers came to pray over him 
and cast out the devil from his life, he surrendered his life to God 
to use his psychic gifts as he would. 
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From the age of eighteen rappings were heard, powerful 
physical manifestations were observed, and remarkable cases of the 
healing of disease took place. In trance, evidential messages were 
given to Home from departed relatives and friends. Furniture 
was moved about in full light, which strong men could not hold 
in place. Then began the levitation of his body before many 
witnesses when he was lifted perpendicularly from the floor to 
the ceiling, making marks upon it, and carried about by unseen 
forces. Exhibitions of his power were given in Springfield, Massa¬ 
chusetts, in Newburgh-on-the-Hudson, in Hartford, Brooklyn, 
Boston and other cities. The American poet, William Cullen Bry¬ 
ant, accompanied by Professor Wills, of Harvard, and four wit¬ 
nesses were completely convinced of Homes genuine psychic 
power and gave their signed affidavits to the same. Judge Edmunds, 
of the United States Supreme Court, and a group of skeptical 
college professors were likewise convinced and testified to their 
conviction in the New York Herald of August 6, 1853. Bishop 
Thomas M. Clark, of Rhode Island, became Homes affectionate 
friend and counselor and urged him not to overwork but to sit only 
twice a week while he was in such feeble health. Unfortunately 
Hume could not say no to importunate requests and, suffering from 
tuberculosis in his left lung, he was compelled to go to Europe in 
search of health. He landed in England in 1855. 

It was fortunate that the great English chemist and scientific 
genius, Sir William Crookes (1832-1919), made a scientific ex¬ 
amination of Home as a physical medium in 1871. At the be¬ 
ginning Crookes believed the whole affair was mere superstition, 
or an unexplained trick, and the press was jubilant that Home 
would soon be exposed. Crookes was soon compelled, however, 
to announce “the existence of a new force." The manifestations 
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occurred repeatedly in full light and Crookes was invited to use 
the most rigid scientific controls. Home and the rooms where 
manifestations occurred were thoroughly searched before and after 
the stances. Crookes held both of Homes hands and placed 
his feet on Homes feet in Crookess own house and he was placed 
before recording instruments and scales to measure weights, stresses 
and strains exercised by the unseen psychic forces. Crookes 
analyzed his findings and classified the phenomena under thirteen 
headings as to different forms of psychic manifestations. 1 Ie wrote 
in the Quarterly Journal of Science : “I find such a wealth of facts, 
such a superabundance of evidence, so overwhelming a mass of 
testimony that I could fill several numbers of the Quarterly 
Crookes notes the moving of tables and other heavy bodies both 
when the hands of the sitters were laid upon them and also when 
no person was near them and when Home’s hands and feet were 
continuously under control, or in full sight. The physical phe¬ 
nomena were always under intelligent control. Messages from 
departed friends were conveyed by the alphabet or the Morse 
telegraphic code, though Home did not have the gift of the 
“direct voice." On five occasions before Crookes a heavy dining¬ 
room table was levitated in a way that made tricking impossible. 
Visible hands repeatedly appeared which performed intelligent 
tasks or played on an accordion or piano far removed from the 
medium. When Crookes or others seized these hands they made no 
effort to get loose but gradually resolved themselves into vapor. On 
five occasions objects varying in weight from 25 to 100 pounds were 
made so heavy that no one could lift them from the floor and 
then they were tested on a weighing machine where their weights 
were made to increase from 8 pounds to 36, 48 and then 46 pounds, 
and on another occasion to 23, 43 and 27 pounds in weight. In 
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January, 1874, Crookes wrote in the Quarterly Journal of Science : 
‘There are at least a hundred recorded instances of Mr. Homes 
rising from the ground in the presence of many persons and I have 
heard from the lips of the Earl of Dunraven, Lord Lindsay and 
Captain C. Wynne their most minute account of what took place 
in their presence. On three separate occasions have I seen Mr. 
Home raised completely from the floor of the room in full light. 
Once sitting on an easy chair, once kneeling on his chair and once 
standing up. On each occasion I had full opportunity of watching 
the occurrence.” 

In the ruined abbey at Adaire, Lord Dunraven, Lord Adaire 
and Captain Wynne witnessed Home float above the ground for a 
distance of ten or twelve yards at a height that carried him over 
a broken wall two feet high. On another occasion Lord Lindsay 
testified before the Dialectical Society for the study of psychic 
evidence that in clear light, “Home floated round the room, 
pushing the pictures out of their places as he passed along the 
walls. They were far beyond the reach of a person standing on the 
ground.” On December 16, 1868, the incident occurred to which 
Sir William Crookes referred above. In the presence of Lord 
Lindsay, Lord Adaire and his cousin Captain Wynne, Home 
walked about in trance into the adjoining room. Lord Lindsay 
testified before the Dialectical Society: “I heard a voice whisper 
in my ear, ‘He will go out of one window and in at another.’ All 
were alarmed, as the window was some seventy feet above the 
ground.” Lord Lindsay wrote: “We heard the window in the next 
room lifted up and immediately afterwards we saw Home floating 
in the air outside our window. He remained in this position a few 
seconds, then raised the window, glided into the room feet fore¬ 
most and sat down.” Lord Adaire then describes his going into the 
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next room to look at the window from which Home had been 
carried. “It was raised about eighteen inches and he expressed 
wonder how Mr. Home had been taken through so narrow an 
aperture. Home said (still in trance) ‘I will show you/ and then 
with his back to the window, he leaned hack and was shot out of 
the aperture head first, with his body rigid, and then returned 
quite quietly. . . . The distance between the windows was about 
seven feet six inches. . . . When Home awoke he was much 
agitated; he said he felt he had gone through some fearful peril. 
He remained in a very nervous condition for some time, then 
gradually became quiet.” 

Naturally, controversy raged through the English press con¬ 
cerning Home. Not all scientists were as open-minded as Sir 
William Crookes. Faraday, for instance, declined to attend a 
stance unless he could first lay down what was possible and what 
was not possible to science. If he had stipulated that levitation 
by spiritual forces was impossible and it had taken place, then by 
definition it would have been impossible and a fraud. Professor 
John Tyndall declared that “if his own senses were convinced 
of the reality of spiritualism he would deny his own senses.” Natu¬ 
rally, Faraday and Tyndall received no evidence for their minds 
were closed against it. Mrs. Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote: “Mrs. 
Browning introduced the subject of spiritism. Mr. Browning 
cannot believe, and Mrs. Browning cannot help believing.” Thus, 
poets, writers and scientists were inevitably strongly divided in 
their opinions regarding Home and the possibilities of com¬ 
munication with the spiritual world. 

Count Alexis Tolstoi, of Russia, visited Home in London in 
i860 and wrote to his wife of an overwhelming stance he had just 
witnessed: “every article of furniture took to moving of its own 
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accord. The piano played with no one near it. Home was raised 
from the ground and I clasped his feet while he floated in the air 
above our heads." Tolstoi invited Home to Russia for the winter 
and welcomed him as an old and dear friend to his home. Re¬ 
markable manifestations took place in Russia until overwork and 
ill-health drove Home to France. But everywhere he went he 
was captured by the aristocracy and the nobility. Princess Murat, 
Princess Orlov, Prince Metternich, Baroness Mayendorf, the Duke 
of Parma, Madame de Balzac, Alexandre Dumas, and a host of 
others eagerly welcomed Home. He was one of natures gentle¬ 
men, a man of sterling integrity and of high honor, whose head 
was never turned and he was never even tempted to make money 
by the use of his psychic gifts. Czar Alexander II, of Russia, in¬ 
vited Home to both his summer and winter palaces and sent Home 
a magnificent wedding gift of jewels. When driven to Paris by ill- 
health, Home was summoned to appear before emperor Napoleon 
III and the empress. The skeptical Napoleon made every critical 
observation he could in full light, observed many remarkable 
psychic phenomena and said: “Whoever says that Home is a 
charlatan is a liar ... I am certain of what I have seen." The 
empress of France invited Homes sister to come to her from 
America and provided, at her own expense, for the girls educa¬ 
tion. 

The old king of Bavaria, the king of Wurttemberg, the king 
of Prussia before he became emperor of Germany, and the queen 
of Holland were convinced by the supernormal manifestations 
that seemed to them conclusive evidence of survival. At one time 
in France Home declined an offer of 50,000 francs or $10,000, 
for a single stance, as he always refused to commercialize his 
gifts even when he was in dire economic need. He likewise de- 
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dined to sell or pawn the jewels that had been given him bv 
royalty. y 

In 187a Home published two volumes of Incidents in My 
Life and then in his Lights and Shadows of Spiritualism he at¬ 
tacked the evils and perversions of all spiritualists who in their 
dark settings perverted the manifestations of genuine spiritualism 
by shameless frauds. 

On his grave in the little Russian cemetery near Paris are 
the words: “Daniel Dunglas Home. Bom to earth-life near Edin¬ 
burg, March 20, 1833. Born to spirit-life (To another discern,ng 
of spirits’ 1. Corinthians 12:10) June 21, 1886.” There was no 
word about his remarkable physical mediumship but rather about 
his constant touch with two worlds, including the discerning of 
spirits, which alone made the physical manifestations meaningful. 


FREDERIC W. FI. MYERS 

Pre-eminently, three men shaped the thinking of the nine¬ 
teenth century and of the generations that were to follow it 
Darwin (180^-1882), Marx (1818-1883), and Freud (,85^ 
1939). Darwin in the creative hypothesis of evolution, Marx in 
the prophetic demand for economic justice, and Freud in opening 
up the depths of the unconscious—all turned the thoughts of men 
into new channels. But, whether willingly or unwillingly, the in¬ 
fluence of all three upon masses of their followers was against all 
religion and toward a materialistic view of life. It was given to 
one man, perhaps, more than to any other of that generation first 
to feel to the full the evil effects of this tide of agnostic materialism 
and then, on the very plane of science that had undermined the 
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faith of multitudes, to rediscover the spiritual world and recover 
for himself and restore to many an unshakable faith in immortality. 

Frederic W. H. Myers (1843-1901), as an unusually brilliant 
classical scholar and poet, had studied in Trinity College, Cam¬ 
bridge, where he was elected Fellow and Classical Lecturer in 
1865. After some years of eager faith expressed in his early poems 
like St. Paul , he suffered a gradual disillusionment and loss 
of faith through the inroads of materialistic science and of his¬ 
torical criticism upon the tradition of the origins of Christianity. 
W. K. Clifford was then boldly proclaiming the nothingness 
of God and the divinity of man, triumphandy followed by Swin¬ 
burne, Frederick Harrison, and others. 

Myers suffered poignantly at the thought of myriads of in¬ 
nocent creatures born to unmerited and unrequited pain, but felt 
that if progressive immortality could be demonstrated or rationally 
held upon scientific grounds, then all suffering would be re¬ 
quited and humanity could enter upon its eternal spiritual herit¬ 
age. Christ would then be the Revealer of immortality and the 
Pioneer of all wisdom concerning unseen spiritual things. Myers 
felt that all true psychic research was but “the scientific develop¬ 
ment of the attitude and teaching of Christ." In his doubts, Myers 
experienced, as in his St. Paul: 

Desperate tides of the whole great world s anguish 
Forced thro’ the channels of a single heart. 

As Myers read what seemed to him the scanty and con¬ 
tradictory accounts of the resurrection, he felt that just as the 
Norsemen's fleeting discovery of America was not enough, but 
that there must be a new and continuous contemporary redis¬ 
covery and possession of the New World, so the spiritual world 
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must be constantly discovered and possessed. And this must be not 
by some one Columbus, but by a group of pathfinders for all 
humanity. If religious tradition, intuition and metaphysics had 
all failed to solve the riddle of the universe or to explain its 
“incurable incoherence,” could scientific observation give knowl¬ 
edge of the world unseen and open a spiritual gateway to it? 
While Myers did not doubt the Beatitude of the Fourth Gospel, 
"Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe,” he felt 
that for himself he had lost the possibility of simple childlike 
faith and that the way of recovery must be along the hard path 
way of scientific evidence. 

Myers thus logically became the heart and soul of the little 
group, chiefly of Cambridge men, which had organized on July 
17, 1882, the Society for Psychical Research. He persuaded Pro¬ 
fessor Henry Sidgwick, 8 then the most influential man in Cam 
bridge, to be the first president of the society, as the beloved Soc- 
crates of the inner group. Among the vice-presidents were ArlLur 
Balfour, later prime minister, Lord Rayleigh, the bishops of Car¬ 
lisle and Ripon, and Professor, later Sir, William F. Barrett. 
Among the honorary members were Sir William Crookes, John 
Ruskin, Lord Tennyson, Alfred Russel Wallace, and William E. 
Gladstone, who in 1885 considered the investigations of the so¬ 
ciety to be “the most important work in the world-by far the most 
important." 

Among the corresponding members were Professor G. Stan¬ 
ley Hall and William James of America and Professor Charles 
Richer of Paris. On the council were Sir Oliver Lodge, Edmund 
Gurney, and F. W. H. Myers. Robert Louis Stevenson, early on 

"Sidgwick had begun psychic investigation in 1867 in the hope of 
nnding scientific evidence for survival after death. 
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the muster roll of the S.P.R., wrote a valuable paper on dreams, 
drawing largely on his own experience, while Arthur Balfour 
wrote on prayer, in the light of psychic phenomena. Of the whole 
group, "no one more unreservedly staked his all upon that distant 
and glorious hope” of the demonstration of survival than Myers. 
He showed henceforth "his preoccupation with unseen things.” 
It has been held by some that "never was there a harvest so plen¬ 
teous with laborers so few.” We must take into account not only 
the present but the probable future results of the nearly seventy 
years of the labors of the distinguished members of this society. 

Myers soon found that telepathy—as the direct supersensory 
communion of mind with mind—was the fundamental and most 
important of all supernormal or transcendental faculties. Not only 
did members of the S.P.R. themselves begin scientific experi¬ 
ments, but exact records were kept of all carefully ascertained psy¬ 
chic phenomena, both spontaneous and experimental, and these 
were published regularly in the Proceedings of the society, which 
now make a voluminous and impressive record. 

In 1886, with the prodigious labors of Edmund Gurney, 
Frank Podmore, and Myers himself, more than twelve hundred 
pages were published in two huge volumes of fine print entitled 
Phantasms of the Living. Under this unfortunate title were in¬ 
cluded all recorded visual impressions, and all transmissions of 
thought and feeling from one person to another by other means 
than through the recognized channels of sense. Sometimes these 
were in the form of veridical (or truth-telling) apparitions cor¬ 
responding with reality, or coincident with some death or crisis— 
as when the apparition of some person at the very hour of death 
would appear simultaneously to several people in widely separated 
localities and even different countries. 
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Lord Mount Temple introduced Myers to the Reverend 
Stainton Moses, an Oxford man, who himself had developed 
strong psychic powers that impressed Myers. Studies were made 
under scientific controls of many mediums, both amateur and pro 
fessional. Representing more than twenty years of scientific study, 
in 1903 Myers’s Human Personality and Its Survival of Bodily 
Death was published in two massive volumes. The work was in 
part a critical attack upon the spiritist position held by A. R. 
Wallace and others who maintained that almost all supernormal 
phenomena were due to the action of spirits of the dead. Myers 
felt that as many as possible of the phenomena must be explained 
by telepathy, by the action of mind upon mind of the living, 
whether through the conscious or the subconscious. Myers con¬ 
cluded that there had been abundant evidence furnished of tele¬ 
pathic intercommunication, not only between the minds of men 
still on earth, but between minds on earth and spirits of the 
departed. And such a discovery of telepathy opened the door to 
revelation. 

In his two volumes, Myers explores human personality—in its 
depths and heights, its breadth and length—hoping to show that 
in it there lie life and faculty not limited to material existence. 
Simultaneous with and independently of Freud, Myers began to 
explore the subconscious, or subliminal self, as distinguished from 
the supraliminal or conscious mental processes, for he believed 
that personality, like the iceberg, has most of its bulk submerged. 
Freud had accepted atomic materialism as the scientific philos¬ 
ophy current in his youth. For him, art was a mechanism of 
escape; in bis uncritical mediocrity as a philosopher, philosophy 
was a mere rationalization, while religion was an outright fraud. 
Similarly Marx, who could not disguise the hate behind his dog- 
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made atheism, saw the universe as impersonally organic, without 
God. But Myers, equally scientific in his purpose and methods, 
saw the Power behind the universe as superorganic, in a higher 
category to which human personality belongs. Myers wrote: 

Jesus Christ “brought life and immortality to light." 

By his appearance after bodily death. He proved the 
deathlessness of the spirit. By His character and His teach¬ 
ing He testified to the Fatherhood of God. ... I ven¬ 
ture now on a bold saying; for I predict that in conse¬ 
quence of the new [psychic] evidence, all reasonable 
men a century hence, will believe in the Resurrection of 
Christ, whereas, in default of the new evidence, no rea¬ 
sonable man a century hence would have believed it. 9 

In the memorial meeting on the occasion of Myers's death in 
1901, Sir Oliver Lodge maintained that for a quarter of a century 
Myers had been ‘laying the foundation for a cosmic philosophy, a 
scheme of existence as large and comprehensive and well founded 
as any that have appeared." When in America Myers swam the 
Niagara River below the Falls, the thought had flashed upon him, 
“What if I die?" But death he had now long since ceased to dread. 
Rather it was a joyous adventure, for “his clear and happy faith 
was the outcome entirely of his scientific researches.” As Myers 
conceived the word “science," it meant science and philosophy 
and religion all combined. He saw psychical research “as a sub¬ 
ject which lies at the meeting place of religion, philosophy, and 
science, whose business it is to grasp all that can be grasped of 
the nature of human personality. Whatever throws light on this 
personality is our concern." 

9 Human Personality, Vol. II, p. 288. 
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES 

The investigation of psychic phenomena during the past 
decade has brought me into contact not only with a score or two 
of psychically gifted persons, but with new acquaintances and 
friends who believe they have received convincing evidence of 
the present reality of psychic phenomena and of future survival. 
Limitations of space will permit but the briefest mention of one 
or two of them. I had long been interested in the writings of 
Stewart Edward White, especially in his adventures in Alaska 
and accounts of his big-game shooting in Africa, probably be¬ 
cause of my own amateur experiences in the elephant and tiger 
jungles of India. Mr. White had produced some forty novels and 
books of adventure before he was ready to announce the results 
of a serious study he had made of psychic phenomena. 

One evening some friends called on Mr. and Mrs. White, 
bringing a ouija board as a joke, and in answer to questions from 
the group, it began to spell out messages. It called insistently for 
“Betty," Stewart Edward White’s wife, giving her an evidential 
message from her old colored nurse and from her mother, urging 
her to get a pencil and write. Quite accidentally that night, Mrs. 
White began to discover her hitherto unsuspected psychic powers. 
The ouija board was used as a means of communication only for 
a few days; then automatic writing was used for nine months, 
when Mrs. White was ready to try more direct communication. 
She would lie blindfolded on a couch, her husband holding her 
left hand while taking notes with his right of het messages. While 
never in trance or completely unconscious, in her relaxed and 
“expanded consciousness" she gropingly tried on her side to come 
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into touch with what she and her husband called “the Invisibles/' 
while they also apparently were groping on their side to perfect 
direct communication from the spirit world with those on earth. 
For twenty years, Mrs. White’s mediumistic powers were steadily 
directed, developed and disciplined until a vast amount of ma¬ 
terial was taken down. Its content will be found to be intellec¬ 
tually respectable and challenging if one reads The Betty Book and 
Across the Unknown. 

Eighteen months after his wife died, Mr. White came from 
California to New York to meet an old friend of his wife’s, a 
professional woman who possessed rare mediumistic gifts which 
were completely unknown to her friends. While she was in deep 
trance and the medium’s husband and Mr. White took notes, 
Betty communicated through her old friend her message from the 
other side. After flooding her husband with unmistakably eviden¬ 
tial material, Betty communicated in forty sessions the three hun¬ 
dred pages of The Unobstructed Universe. Although it is impos¬ 
sible to do justice to it in a few words, her philosophy, in brief, is 
stated by her husband thus: 

There is only one universe: Our world and hers are 
the same. We are not conscious of hers but she sees 
both. We live in the obstructed universe, conditioned 
by matter and our five material senses, while she is in 
the unobstructed universe. Our materialistic world has 
got away from its spiritual moorings and the catastrophe 
in Europe and the world was due largely to men’s minds 
being centered more and more on the material world 
outside themselves. Each has a work to do here in the 
assurance that his effort will not be wasted and this as¬ 
surance must be won through a return to the belief in 
immortality. 
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There is one reality; its highest expression on earth 
is consciousness, the self-aware I-am. The whole of con¬ 
sciousness, the fundamental reality, is in evolution: in 
quantitative evolution here, in qualitative evolution 
there. Both are under one law or set of laws. Spiritual 
law is simply a more complex expression of material law. 
The difference between two planes is a difference in 
the rate of vibration, theirs vibrating at a higher fre¬ 
quency. We are obstructed by matter and bump against 
it, but they are not, in their spiritual bodies which are 
almost infinitely more beautiful, flexible, and efficient 
than our material bodies. Consciousness as we know it 
operates here through time, space, and motion; there 
through the “essences” of these: receptivity, conductiv¬ 
ity, and frequency. Free will creates its own temporary 
hell or purgatory. They pray for us as we may pray for 
them. There are different degrees of consciousness in dif¬ 
ferent inhabited worlds and there are future manifesta¬ 
tions of consciousness to which Betty is destined to go 
on. There were many things she did not profess to 
know, although she was in consultation with others 
there more experienced. Betty commends the Christian 
Bible as “full of step ladders” and Christianity which has 
done most for the world of all religious faiths. She re¬ 
minds us of the second Beatitude, “Blessed are they that 
mourn—for they shall be comforted,” by seeking the as¬ 
surance of the truth of immortality and all that this im¬ 
plies for every-day living. 10 


In The Road 1 Know, 1942, Betty’s training as an amateur 
but disciplined psychic medium is recounted, and the reader comes 


10 The Unobstructed Universe by Stewart Edward White, copyright, 
1940, published by E. P. Dutton & Company. 
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to know Mrs. White as a person of unusual charm and gaiety, if 
one will take time to read Margaret Cameron 's The Seven Pur¬ 
poses , 11 he will be introduced to a psychic group of friends, 
which included Mr. and Mrs. White, who were interested in 
science and philosophy and who have been carrying on their 
psychic work for thirty years. Some of them are still living, while 
others, like Margaret Cameron and Stewart and Betty White, 
have passed on. They never claim that they are revealing the truth, 
or absolute truth, from the other world, for they are everywhere 
subject to relativity. Their philosophy seems to be what they call 
one of 'pluralistic monism/' Although they believe in personal¬ 
ity and its survival in personal immortality, at times their termi¬ 
nology seems to border on impersonal pantheism. Probably by de¬ 
sign the usual religious terms are avoided. Those who have suffi¬ 
cient education in science and philosophy can profitably read The 
Unobstructed Universe, especially all who are prejudiced against 
religion. 

Personally I have not much use for pluralistic monism, nor 
for pantheism, after seeing its results during fifteen years' residence 
in India. When I used to sit with Stewart Edward White in his 
great study in Burlingame, California, surrounded by the tro¬ 
phies of his big-game shooting in Africa, to discuss psychic prob¬ 
lems with him, I realized that he had the same vivid personal 
experience of psychic phenomena and the same satisfying and 
overwhelming evidence for survival that I had—and very much 
more than I had. 

It would take too long to narrate the psychic experience of 
some of my other friends. For the past forty years, one of my 
closest friends has been A. G. Fraser of Scotland. I knew his father 

v Harper, 1918. 
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when he was the governor of Bengal and this son, Alec Fraser, 
when he had come from Uganda to be the principal of Trinity 
College, Kandy, Ceylon. Later he established his great college at 
Achimota in Africa. When I wrote him regarding my book on 
psychic evidence for survival, he replied: 

Myself a Highlander, I know what “second sight” is 
and it is in a way evidential. When I was a child six 
years old, I was sitting with my grandmother having a 
Bible lesson. To our right was a greenhouse and behind 
us a great bay window commanding a view over many 
miles of woods and hills to the mountains of Scotland. 

As we sat, a great ball of light passed slowly above and 
beyond the greenhouse. My grandmother leaped up and 
went to the bay window, as I followed her. We saw this 
great ball of light going over the fields and low hills and 
it passed up over the mountains. My grandmother broke ^ 
down and wept, saying, “Aggie is dead, your mother is 
gone.” We learned by mail six weeks later that she had 
died that day at Pachmari, in the Central Provinces of 
India. 

If this case stood alone, it might be accounted a coincidence, 
hut when studied with hundreds of such incidents recorded by 
F. W. H. Myers and the British and American Societies for Psy¬ 
chical Research, they cannot all be accounted for by chance or 
coincidence. 

Any who find The Unobstructed Universe too “highbrow” 
may read the very simple testimony of my friend Mrs. Albert Pay- 
son Terhune, in Across the Line , 12 for there is a growing number 
in this cloud of witnesses. 




“Dryden Press, 1944. 
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Almost all unprejudiced people have had one or more psy¬ 
chic experiences in their lives, as have many persons who are 
prejudiced against the subject, though the latter may be unwilling 
to admit it. Typical of many, the late Dr. Joseph Fort Newton in 
his autobiography, River of Years (pp. 182, 247, 340) ex¬ 
pressed his deep interest in psychic phenomena and referred to an 
experience of his under the heading “Mind Reading/' when he 
went to a person who had obvious psychic gifts, without giv¬ 
ing his name, as an unknown “Mr. X.” Without any trance this 
psychic told Dr. Newton his name, many facts about himself and 
family that were true, and some verifiable facts that he did not 
know. She told him of his wife’s sister, who had died while Dr. 
Newton was minister of the City Temple in London, that her 
husband had a ring that the two sisters had owned together and 
worn alternately, and that her sister’s husband would be glad to 
send his wife the ring from Pittsburgh—which he did. She de¬ 
scribed the members and names of his family and future events 
in their lives just as they occurred later. Dr. Newton wrote: “She 
told me about things I had never mentioned to anybody . . : 
and many other vague dreams in my heart.” She described his 
future, saying, “I only see what will happen,” and events in his 
own life and that of his son that unfolded just as she had fore¬ 
told. 

I may add a final contemporary witness, Air Chief Marshal 
Lord Dowding, the man who directed the Battle of Britain against 
Hitler’s overwhelming air force. Space forbids quotation from his 
large books Lynchgate and Many Mansions, but the following 
brief quotations may be made from one of Lord Dowding’s recent 
pamphlets: 
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Communication with those who have passed the bound¬ 
ary of death, and have actually experienced the condi¬ 
tions of which they speak, is quite obviously a means of 
information which we shall be very foolish to ignore, 
'provided we can satisfy ourselves that such communica¬ 
tion is possible. ... All that I, or anyone else, can 
fairly claim is that discarnate communication is one of 
the most valuable and prolific methods by which hu¬ 
manity may attain to some approximation to knowledge 
of conditions on the other side of physical death, and 
that those who refuse to avail themselves of this poten¬ 
tial source of information are deliberately ignoring 
something of great importance to themselves. . . . 
Conviction comes normally by an almost unnoticed ac¬ 
cretion of evidence which piles up if the subject is con¬ 
tinuously studied. ... We lose all fear of death as 
soon as we become convinced of the fact of immediate 
conscious and active survival. . . . Proof of survival is 
the beginning and not the end of the road. . . . 

Personally, 1 regard mediums as a much abused class. 
They have a great gift to offer humanity, if humanity 
were only capable of recognising the fact. If they use 
their gifts to earn a livelihood they are called avaricious 
money grubbers by censorious Pharisees who trade their 
own gifts for ten times the price. They are accused of 
fraud often without evidence, and subjected to humil¬ 
iating and sometimes hurtful restrictions by those whom 
they are trying to serve. . . . 

If you can get what I have got out of discarnate com¬ 
munication, it will be something that alters your whole 
view of life and death, and life after death. The mere 
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realisation that life and consciousness are continuous on 
both sides of death is of tremendous importance. . . . 

The Church is deliberately woolly on the subject and the 
ordinary man is not attracted by their anaemic heaven, 
nor frightened by their eternal hell. Such a system just 
does not make sense to the man in the street, so he is 
inclined to concentrate on this life which he thinks he 
knows all about and leave the next life until the time 
comes to face it. . . . The evidence which has con¬ 
vinced me ... is available to anyone who cares to in¬ 
vestigate with an open mind. ... It is only in the last 
sixteen hundred years that orthodox Christianity, philos¬ 
ophy and science, while quarreling freely with one an¬ 
other, have united to fix the labels of credulity and 
superstition to a belief in the ever-present circumambient 
spirit-world in which we live. 13 

This statement is followed by some pages of Lord Dowding’s 
communications—some of them evidential—with some of his air 
pilots who had been shot down over Berlin or in the Battle of 
Britain. 

Even after this brief survey it seems evident that from the 
dawn of civilization and from the time of Herodotus, “the father 
of history/' men have had psychic experiences and have exercised 
psychic gifts which they believed brought them into communica¬ 
tion with a spiritual world and gave them convincing evidence of 
survival and of personal immortality. Even though survival is the 
most persistent of mans beliefs, forty centuries of evidence and 
experience have not made it “evident unto all men.” Like the ex- 

“"God's Magic" an Aspect of Spiritualism by Lord Dowding, pub¬ 
lished in London by The Spiritualist Press, 49, Old Bailey, E.C.4. 
The quotations above are not continuous. 
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istence of God, it cannot be philosophically proved, but belief in 
personal immortality makes possible a higher kind of life than docs 
the materialistic assumption that life ends at death. Emerson in his 
Journal wrote in 1849: “I notice that as soon as writers broach the 
question [of immortality] they begin to quote. I hate quotations. 
Tell me what you know." This is the reason why the bulk of this 
book consists of the humble testimony of the findings of the 
author himself during the last thirteen years of investigation and 
“the cloud of witnesses," ancient and modern, mentioned in this 
chapter. It was later, in July, 1855, that Emerson wrote: “The 
blazing evidence of immortality is our dissatisfaction with any 
other solution." Immortality still remained for him, howevei, 
an object of faith, as it is for most others. 



A Twilight Zone 


I ADMIT THAT THE WHOLE REALM OF PSYCHIC EXPERIENCE AND 

investigation is to most of us at best a “twilight zone." The realistic 
demands of duty in this present life must ever take precedence 
over any speculation regarding the life to come. Here on our 
mundane planet, we must build a better world. Many professing 
Christians seek a religion of escape from hard duty in the selfish 
salvation of their own souls in some future heaven “by and by, or 
the personal comfort of religion that evades the social challenge 
of needy humanity all about them. Selfish, worldly, or nominal 
Christianity becomes at times almost pseudo religion, a caricature 
of the early revolutionary and prophetic faith for which Jesus 
was crucified. I cannot admit, however, that the existence of a 
real and active spiritual world all about us, into communion with 
which we may enter now and with which we may co-operate, is 
not a vital matter of first importance. If psychic phenomena are 
true they are important. 

I repeat, however, that the psychic world is to most of us a 
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twilight zone. I frankly admit that there is not only triviality and 
contradiction but fraud and trickery in the psychic field. It is 
rightly claimed that darkness is necessary for the development of 
photographic films, for the operation of ectoplasm, and in certain 
psychic phenomena, and that blinding light may be disastrous 
both for sensitive photographic plates and for ectoplasm. But dark¬ 
ness opens wide the door for charlatanism and chicanery which 
often bring the whole subject of psychic investigation under sus¬ 
picion or into ill repute. For this and other reasons, there is no 
field or area of life today that must meet such hitter , obstinate, 
and often unreasoning prejudice as the psychic field. To say that 
one is “supported by Moscow gold,” or that he is a dangerous 
radical because he demands economic justice or would do away 
with racial segregation, is much less damning and ruinous to 
one’s reputation than to have it said that one “has gone crazy 
over spiritualism.” Whatever the reason, many have a positive “will 
to disbelieve” and a deep aversion to the whole subject of psychi¬ 
cal research. 

Dr. James Hyslop, formerly professor of logic and ethics at 
Columbia University, says: 

The prejudices and ignorance of a century are organ¬ 
ized against even the use of the term [spiritistic hypothe¬ 
sis] and all the illusions which that century of progress 
in physical science has produced, together with the bar¬ 
riers of all sorts of orthodoxy, scientific, literary, and es¬ 
thetic, are resorted to in defense of a hostile attitude 
toward the doctrine, though religions and philosophies 
pretend to believe the same thing under another name. 
Whoever accepts the belief in spirits from scientific evi¬ 
dence has to face this situation and if he has any regard 
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for the good will of his neighbors, he will let the subject 

entirely alone. But cowardice is no safe refuge from 

facts. 1 

The limitations and difficulties of psychic communication are 
often immense and incalculable. We are not dealing here with 
the seemingly simple and natural communication in direct hu¬ 
man speech, although even this is not so simple as it appears. We 
never in human speech or writing directly communicate our 
thoughts to another: we transmit only mechanical effects from one 
organism to another, and the mind connected with that organism 
interprets the effect in accordance with its own experience. “Sim¬ 
ple” human speech is highly complex. There is first an idea or 
mental picture in the mind; next there is the volition to express 
the idea in words; then the vocal cords are moved to convert it 
into sound waves. When the sound is produced, it is conveyed 
from the person talking to the recipient who receives an auditory 
sensation which he interprets. The sound is only a symbol that we 
interpret as meaning the same experience for both persons, but 
it is never exactly the same. In this way we learn our friends 
thought but only by reproducing it approximately from our own 
experience, not by having it directly transmitted to us. Thus, even 
simple speech is highly complex and often inaccurate. There are 
also certain added techniques and difficulties connected with 
the telegraph, telephone, radio, and all other scientific means of 
communication, but these are multiplied tenfold in difficulty if 
we seek to communicate between these two spheres of the mate¬ 
rial and the spiritual. 

If gifted geniuses are rare in music, art, and mechanical in¬ 
vention, they are far more rare in the psychic sphere. Here there 

1 James Hyslop, Contact with the Other World, p. 326. 
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is always the intermingling of at least two minds, and the trans¬ 
mission of thought is seldom free from subconscious modification 
in the mind through which it comes. Psychic communication is 
always far more complex and difficult than human speech. There 
are the mistakes and confusions in communication and often con- 
tiadictions in statements about the nature of the life after 
death, which is so different from our own that it is hard for us 
to interpret it in terms of our solid, three-dimensional material ex¬ 
istence. If we realize the conditions under which any message 
comes, we cannot wonder at these confusions and mistakes. 

There is first to be considered the conscious mind of the psy¬ 
chic, whether normal or in trance. This mind has to repeat the 
messages, pictures, or visualizations and may often unconsciously 
color them as any second person would unconsciously color a mes¬ 
sage sent to a friend. Then there is the subconscious of the psy¬ 
chic, which may also modify messages with greater liability of 
confusion even than that which exists in the normal consciousness. 
Wc must add to this the influence of the mind of the “control,” 
or person on the other side, and there is frequently more than 
one personality or control in the process. There is the possible in¬ 
terfusion of the communicators thoughts with those of others 
nearby, and these are often further complicated by the picto- 
graphic process that represents the communicators thoughts in a 
panorama of mental imagery subject to the interpretation of 
either or both. It is therefore natural and inevitable that confusion 
frequently occurs. 

The message has to run the gantlet of selection in the mind 
that sends it and the mind that receives the pictographic images, 
and it is then subject to possible misinterpretation or unconscious 
distortion. There are phenomena familiar to all psychic investiga- 
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tors similar to crossed wires on the telephone, to disconnection, or 
to static on the radio. And there may be also hidden intermun- 
dane conditions and processes in the transmission of the mental 
picture. All this must be realistically faced and guarded against 
as far as possible. But difficulties in science, art, religion, or social 
organization do not deter us from the adventure of discovery, of 
communication, or of the realization of the immense possibilities 
in these spheres, nor should they do so in this most difficult psy¬ 
chic area of life. The difficulties are not insurmountable but they 
must be recognized and allowed for, like the astronomer s per¬ 
sonal equation. 

The psychic realm is a twilight zone, again, because the ex¬ 
perience for most of us is at best secondhand. Although the writer 
has had opportunity in America, Europe and the Orient to come 
in contact in his traveling work with rare geniuses in the psychic 
sphere they are not accessible to the average reader. Firsthand 
evidence for the writer, with his own eyes and ears, becomes only 
secondhand and often unconvincing for the reader. And there 
are painful and humiliating limitations to firsthand evidence in 
the psychic sphere. In the strange parable of Lazarus and the rich 
man (Dives), 2 whatever its other meanings may be as to the re¬ 
sponsibilities of wasteful, selfish luxury in the midst of poverty and 
want, it would appear that it teaches the lesson that the knowl¬ 
edge men have here in the light of common day is that by which 
they will be judged and for which they are responsible. When 
the rich man urges that his brethren on earth be warned of his 
fate, he is told, “They have Moses and the prophets; let them 
hear them." The reply is, “Nay, but if one go to them from the 
dead, they will repent." Dives is then told, “If they hear not 

a Luke 16:19-31, Revised Standard Version. 
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Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced, if one 
rise from the dead." 

It is my conviction that normally we are not intended to ask 
for signs, wonders, miracles, supernatural or supernormal phe¬ 
nomena. Jesus and all great human teachers have always resisted 
this demand. Ordinarily the normal is much more important than 
the supernormal. But I have found that, even when supernormal 
evidence in the spiritual or psychic sphere is given, there are 
some religious and scientific people who literally will not believe, 
though one rise from the dead. 


EVERY NEW SCIENCE IS OPPOSED 

Some seven centuries ago, Roger Bacon ( ca . 1214-1294) 
was the first great thinker and pioneer in the natural sciences in 
chemistry, in physics, in applied mathematics, optics, and geog¬ 
raphy. He published his Opus Majus and initiated the experi¬ 
mental method in science three centuries before Francis Bacon. 
Roger Bacon s work could have saved millions of lives from disease 
and plague and death by persecution had not he been derided, 
silenced, and imprisoned, and his followers terrorized. Because he 
opposed the almost universal belief in magic and demonic agen¬ 
cies and explained phenomena by the operation of natural 
law, he was attacked in Oxford and thrown into prison for four¬ 
teen years because of his “suspicious novelties." 

Some four centuries ago, Copernicus (1473-1543) and Co¬ 
lumbus (1446-1506) were opposed and persecuted. The former 
fled Rome for safer Poland and delayed thirty years before daring 
to publish his Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies , the first copy 
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of which was placed upon his deathbed. But only a natural death 
probably saved him from the fate of Giordano Bruno, who was 
later excommunicated and burned at the stake in Rome in 1600. 

Three centuries ago, Galileo (1564-1642) took up the torch 
as it fell from the hands of Copernicus. He laid the foundation 
for the science of mechanics; he discovered the first laws of motion; 
he made possible future progress in engineering and in astronomy 
bv his first telescope. We remember with shame how he was forced 
to recant his astronomical beliefs in 1637 by the bigoted ecclesias¬ 
tical authority of the day. After the terror of the Inquistion had 
done its worst, we see him as a lonely prisoner, blind and si¬ 
lenced. The Church, Catholic and Protestant, made war on Gal¬ 
ileo. His telescope, which had disclosed the moons of Jupiter, 
the mountains on the moon, and the spots on the sun, was counted 
“an instrument of Satan.” The bigoted monks refused to look 
through his wicked instrument, saying, “Geometry is of the devil” 
and Mathematics should be banished.” 

Martin Luther scorned this “upstart astrologer who strove to 
show that the earth revolves . . . This fool wishes to reverse the 
entire science of astronomy, but sacred Scripture tells us that 
Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, and not the earth.” 
John Calvin condemned Copernicus, he had no use for Galileo, 
and he had Michael Servetus put to death in 1553 not only on the 
charge of Arianism but for his profane geography, which held 
that Palestine was not in scientific fact a “land flowing with milk 
and honey,” but barren and mountainous. 

Following Galileo, Kepler was accused and Isaac Newton, 
who was bom the year Galileo died, was bitterly attacked for his 
epoch-making scientific discoveries. Over several centuries every 
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advance of modern science with its naturalistic explanation of 
phenomena was bitterly opposed. Based on the command of Scrip¬ 
ture, “Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live/’ 3 a succession of 
popes and councils had Europe scoured for witches, who were 
supposed to be a Satanic agency in causing storms, plagues, and 
various atmospheric phenomena, as well as for the alleged practice 
of sorcery and magic. This was one of the worst movements ever 
sanctioned by the Church. The papal bull of Innocent VIII, in 
1484, was the means of a great shedding of innocent blood. 
Thousands of women were tortured, or burned at the stake, or sent 
to the scaffold. 

Sane men like Richard Baxter and John Wesley, Increase 
and Cotton Mather, believed in the reality of witchcraft. 4 At 
the same time as this superstitious belief in witchcraft there was 
the positive fear and dread of natural “science falsely so called” on 
the part of most theological leaders. Our brief space forbids a rec¬ 
ord of the long fight against superstition in the first introduction 
of scientific medicine, surgery, and anatomy, and the stubborn 

•See Ex. 22:18; Lev. 19:26, 31; II Chron. 33:6; I Sam. 15:23; Gal. 
5:20. 

‘According to the distinguished jurist, Lord Coke, a witch was “a 
person who hath conference with the devil." Witchcraft was a remnant 
of paganism in religion in England which survived until the seven¬ 
teenth century—twelve centuries after the introduction of Christianity 
in Britain. The word “witch” was from the same root as wit, to know; 
witchcraft was held to be the art of the wise. Undoubtedly not only 
many innocent but many genuinely psychically gifted persons were 
put to death, together with some scholars and scientists, during the 
dark centuries of this superstition. A mass of facts which confirms the 
opposition to almost every new science as it appeared will be found in 
Dr. Andrew D. White’s A History of the Warfare of Science With 
Theology in Christendom , 2 vols., 1896. 
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opposition to inoculation, vaccination, and the use of anesthetics. 

We are all familiar with the storm of theological controversy 
that broke upon Charles Darwin when he published his Origin of 
Species in 1859. Were men to believe in the record of the first 
chapter of Genesis of a world created in six days, or in the con¬ 
tradictory account of instantaneous creation in the second chapter 
of Genesis, or in evolution as the way of God’s working over a 
thousand million-year period of time? 

In 1862 the storm of opposition burst and controversy raged 
at the appearance of modem historical criticism upon the publica¬ 
tion of Bishop Colenso s The Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua 
Critically Examined. Then the distinguished Professor W. Robert¬ 
son Smith was expelled from Edinburgh. While I was a student in 
Union Theological Seminary, I recall my old professor, Charles 
A. Briggs, who believed devoutly in the divinity of Christ and the 
Virgin Birth, being expelled from the Presbyterian Church be¬ 
cause of his studies in historical criticism. It was during that con¬ 
troversy that I first learned that not only Biblical historical criti¬ 
cism but almost every other scientific study and research had 
been bitterly opposed upon its first appearance. 

In the light of this brief review of opposition at the appear¬ 
ance of almost every new science and to almost every effort and 
organization for scientific research, is it strange that there should 
be opposition to and prejudice against psychical research, both on 
the part of the orthodox in theology and in science itself? There 
must be adequate reason for this prejudice and I am driven to the 
conclusion that there are at least two causes of it. The first is that 
this latest field of scientific investigation is meeting with the same 
opposition that practically every hew science faced when it first 
appeared; and, second, there are peculiar and often justifiable 
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reasons for the unusual and unqiue prejudice that exists in the 
psychic field—for there is probably more prejudice in this field 
than in any other in the world at the present time. One reason 
for rliis we shall try to discover in our next section. 

THE LIMITATIONS 
OF PSYCHIC INVESTIGATION 

In addition to all the above-mentioned difficulties, there is a 
certain lag, or drag, or confusion, or triviality in many purported 
communications between the two spheres, for no normal man has 
a direct wire to the world unseen. The very word “medium” sug¬ 
gests a third party, often imperfect, not like an efficient operator 
in a telephone exchange who puts you into direct and clear com¬ 
munication with your friend. William James likened some psy¬ 
chic research to “dredging in a dirty sea.” Richard Hodgson, who 
apparently sought to communicate with James after his death, 
compared spirit communication at its worst to social intercourse be¬ 
tween two persons widely separated on earth by means of a mes¬ 
senger who is drunk. F. W. H. Myers was painfully aware of this 
element of imperfection in communication. In a message purport¬ 
ing to come from Myers after death, he says: “The nearest sim¬ 
ile I can find to express the difficulties of sending a message is 
that I appear to be standing behind a sheet of frosted glass, which 
blurs sight and sounds, dictating feebly to a reluctant and some¬ 
what obtuse secretary.” 

In the light of all these facts, my own brief experience 
would lead me to offer a word of warning regarding the careless 
or curious investigation of psychic phenomena. Even at best—and 
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it is usually far from its best—there are not only severe limitations 
but even dangers connected with psychic investigation. I would 
strongly advise the average local minister or layman not to dabble 
in the psychic field. For the same reason I would advise him not 
to try to make an independent scientific investigation in the field 
of arctic exploration, electricity, X rays, atomic energy, or high 
explosives. He has neither the time, the equipment, nor the abil¬ 
ity to make such a study. Some difficult fields must be left chiefly 
to experts, although we should study their findings. For one reason, 
the prejudice against psychic subjects is so great that the reputation 
of the average man who plays with it will suffer. I know of one 
minister who lost his church because of his excessive interest in the 
subject. 

Again, the average man in a local community does not have 
access to gifted psychics of undoubted integrity. At best these 
people are few and they are often overburdened, so that gifted 
persons, like “Darby and Joan” mentioned by Stewart Edward 
White, have to be protected in their privacy and anonymity. 
Fraudulent or feeble mediums are often a menace. When a friend 
from the West while visiting New York recently asked me for an 
appointment with a reliable and satisfactory medium, the only 
one I knew who was then in the city had no time for a novice or 
newcomer. The laws of New York and some other states are such 
that ignorant and prejudiced policemen are often in wait to ar¬ 
rest the most gifted and reliable medium on the charge of 
“fortunetelling.” In the same way, they often obstruct the most 
invaluable workers in the field of birth control who are seeking 
to protect overburdened, long-suffering womanhood. 

Again, the character of some psychics will not bear inspection 
on a basis of puritan morals. These psychics might be compared 
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with other sensitives, or artists, musical geniuses, Metropolitan 
Opera or Hollywood stars. All are subject to great temptation and 
to high pressure, and there are jealousies and divisions among 
many of them. If I went to hear Caruso sing, however, it was 
not because I had first made an investigation of his morals. 

Through the advantage of my traveling work, I had access 
to some of the most gifted and reliable psychics of whom a local 
man would never hear. From my own limited experience, I feel 
that the charge of fraud against mediums has been greatly ex- 
a gg era ted. I have found difficulty, not so much with fraudulent 
as with feeble mediums who were unable to detect deceit or 
trickery on the part of sitters who seemed to think that any 
medium was fair game, by the use of fair means or foul. And 
I have keenly felt the limitations of some hypersensitive and proud 
mediums. By definition the medium is a “sensitive." He craves 
appreciation, sympathy and support as does any aesthetic person. 
The most gifted medium that I know resembles the first psychic 
who was a member of the English Society for Psychical Research, 
the Reverend Stainton Moses. Any request made to either of them 
for scientific controls to validate the communications for the sci¬ 
entific investigator or the general public, or to eliminate all possi¬ 
bility of fraud, was taken as a personal affront, as a reflection 
upon the character of the medium. When these sensitives ask 
for the same confidence and trust that religion demands, they do 
not see that they are removing their work altogether from the 
scientific field, which is the unique justification of psychic phe¬ 
nomena. Religion asks faith in God and belief in a spiritual 
Kingdom of God and in eternal life. It is only the psychic field 
that can furnish scientific evidence of the survival of death; 
but if scientific controls and conditions are not permitted here, 
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its unique justification is gone and the value of its evidence 
gready reduced. Such a medium is liable to become proud, with 
a growing prejudice against all science, scientists, and scientific 
controls, and he never completely fulfills the purpose and possi¬ 
bilities of his psychic gifts. He thereby reflects not only upon him¬ 
self but upon his claimed control, whose instrument and witness 
he professes to be. 

Finally, if I am to be frank, I am compelled to acknowledge 
the relatively meager results of the past sixty-five years of psychical 
research. I am not unmindful of the benefit that I and thousands 
of others have derived from it directly and indirectly. I am filled 
with admiration for lonely and sacrificial investigators like F. W. 
H. Myers who showed the same spirit as Roger Bacon and Galileo 
in their infant sciences. But I could not agree with Gladstone that 
this work is the most important in the world, and certainly not 
with Myers in his contention that in consequence of the new 
evidence from psychical research “all reasonable men, a 
century hence, will believe the Resurrection of Christ, whereas, in 
default of the new evidence, no reasonable man a century hence, 
would have believed it.” 5 

I set high value on the results of psychical research in Duke 
University in providing as it has abundant evidence of telepathy 
and clairvoyance and in enlarging our conception of human per¬ 
sonality. I should be unwilling, however, to go on for many more 
years in the calling of cards and dice and the investigation of 
telepathy and clairvoyance if it meant prudendy avoiding the 
crucial issue of scientific evidence for or against survival. It would 
be difficult to find writings better adapted to those who are prej¬ 
udiced against religion or who have sufficient training in science 

* Human Personality, II, p. 288. 
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and philosophy to understand them, than the works of Stewart 
Edward White, such as The Unobstructed Universe. But, how¬ 
ever much one avoids the word “God” and suggests instead union 
with the “Overstrength”—whatever that is—one sometimes feels in 
such writings the pantheistic chill of the arctic night far removed 
from the warmth of personality, whether human or divine, 
and of the frank experience of vital, dynamic religion. 

It would be difficult to find a finer mind or spirit in the 
whole field of psychical research than Professor Gardner Murphy, 
a or three articles more fair than his in three issues of the Journal . 0 
But in his Summary, Dr. Murphy is driven to conclude: 

When I ask myself whether I personally accept these 
objections, and repudiate the evidence for survival, 1 
find myself answering that it is improbable that the issue 
has been correctly stated at all. I think it is probable that 
five hundred years hence the arguments both pro and 
con will sound childish and superficial, if indeed they 
sound relevant to the problem at all . . . We may well 
respect those who, like Drayton Thomas, have reached 
an honest conclusion in favor of full survival of person¬ 
ality after death, or those who like Professor Dodds, 
wholeheartedly reject the hypothesis. 7 But another posi¬ 
tion which is fully as defensible at the present time is 

* Journal of American Society for Psychical Research, January, 1945: 

An Outline of Survival Evidence”; April: “Difficulties Confronting 
the Survival Hypothesis”; and October: “Field Theory and Survival.” 
American Society for Psychical Research, 880 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 

7 E. R. Dodds, “Why I do not Believe in Survival.” S.P.R. Proceedings , 
Vol. XL 1 I (1934), pp. 147-172. Reverend Charles Drayton Thomas, 
Life Beyond Death With Evidence and Some New Evidence for 
Human Survival. 

69 


YOU WILL SURVIVE AFTER DEATH 

that of saying that the case rests upon dead center, wait¬ 
ing for evidence so good, or objections so sound, as to 
warrant forming a judgment . 8 

If Professor Murphy cannot even form a scientific judgment 
based on sixty-five years of psychical research, can he expect the 
average scientist or man in the street to do so? I am, then, com¬ 
pelled to ask myself whether this almost completely agnostic 
position is an adequate result of more than six decades of patient 
research and investigation, and, if not, whether we can expect 
much more from this quarter by way of convincing evidence in 
the next “five hundred years,” which Dr. Murphy suggests. 

A perusal of the most praiseworthy scientific studies made 
by Dr. John F. Thomas and by Mrs. Lydia W. Allison in her 
Leonard and Soule Experiments seems to show that, while this 
vast body of evidential material must have been deeply impressive 
to the bereaved husband and wife in these two cases, it does not 
carry full conviction to the average outsider and the stranger. 
Evidential disclosures are intended for the persons concerned and 
become secondhand material to all others. This raises the inevitable 
question as to whether even such highly scientific investigations 
as these two just mentioned will carry conviction to a larger 
number. 

To point out the loss of membership in both the English 
and the American S.P.R. indicates no more than the loss of mem¬ 
bership in other comparable organizations. But if the results of 
psychical research have been on the whole inadequate, perhaps 
it does raise the question of whether the solution will ever 
come, as Myers and the original members of the S.P.R. hoped, 

* Journal, April, 1945, pp. 93, 94. 
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v Jely along scientific lines. It may well be that the unaided reason 
of man is purposely limited and that, as John Dewey holds, the 
quest for intellectual certainty is forever vain. It may be that it 
is not intended that we shall ever be able rationally to demon¬ 
strate either the existence or the nonexistence of God, either the 
survival or the nonsurvival of human personality after death. 
It may be that it is the pure in heart rather than the brilliant 
in mind who can see God, who can experience the beginning of 
"eternal life” here and now on earth, and who can have “the 
sur e and certain hope of a blessed resurrection.” If so, that does 
not invalidate or depreciate the important work of the¬ 
ologians in giving evidence for the existence and character of 
God or the scientific work of psychical investigation in furnishing 
evidence for or against survival. But it does indicate that, however 
important the work of theologians or scientists is, the most satis¬ 
fying and convincing evidence both for God and for survival may 
be found, not chiefly in the realm of intellect and of pure science 
but in the realm of faith and of religious experience. 

After this endeavor frankly to face the chief difficulties and 
limitations in this twilight zone of psychic investigation, 1 shall 
now proceed to state the evidence I have found for the reality 
-if psychic experience and of the survival of human personality 
after death during the past thirteen years. 


7 * 


First Experiences in America 
and Europe 

THE WORK OF 
DR. J. B. RHINE OF DUKE UNIVERSITY 

WHEN PROFESSOR WILLIAM MCDOUGALL, WHO HAD BEEN Ac¬ 
tive in the British Society for Psychical Research in Cambridge, 
came to America in 1920, he discovered a fund in Harvard that 
could be utilized for the support of psychic research. Among 
others, Professor McDougall arranged for the appointment of Dr. 
Gardner Murphy who became an inveterate investigator and in 
time a scientific expert in psychic phenomena. From 1930, Dr. 
McDougall counseled a group of psychologists in Duke Uni¬ 
versity in a series of psychic experiments to test whether students 
and others had “extra-sensory perception” and could gain infor¬ 
mation by telepathy, or by what the French call clairvoyance, 
“perceiving beyond the limits of the human senses.” 

Years ago I met Dr. McDougall and Professor J. B. Rhine 
at Duke University and have since followed their work with deep 
interest. Their findings were in striking contrast to the crass ma¬ 
terialism of J. B. Watson^ the behaviorist, whose experiments 
I also personally investigated. All were agreed that it was most 
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fruitful to study the behavior of man, but I could not accept 
what seemed to me Watson’s unproven assumptions, nor the dog¬ 
matic and unscientific conclusions of his mechanistic philosophy. 
In striking contrast to Watson’s methods, assumptions and con¬ 
clusions was the work of McDougall and Rhine and the psy¬ 
chologists in the Psychological Laboratory of Duke University. 
Based on exact scientific method, over one hundred thousand tests 
were made, covering a period of patient investigation of more 
than thirty years. The Duke psychologists were driven to the in¬ 
escapable conclusion that not all the information that comes to 
us is received through the five senses, but that extra-sensory per- 
i option is a normal part of the integral system of the human 
mind. Dr. Rhine says: “It is independently established on the 
basis of this work alone that Extra Sensory Perception is an actual 
and demonstrable occurrence.” 1 

Rigid scientific controls were applied to the study of pure 
i lairvoyance and of pure telepathy. It was found in fact that 
pure clairvoyance and pure telepathy have to do with a common 
underlying process. Positive evidence was obtained independendy 
under strict scientific conditions by G. N. M. Tyrrell of England 
in his private laboratories. 2 I frequently met in England the Greek 
scholar, Professor Gilbert Murray, and several others who had the 

‘See J. B. Rhine, Extra-Sensory Perception, 1934, p. 162; also his 
New Frontiers of the Mind, 1937; and the contemporary Journal of 
Parapsychology, published at Duke University, Durham, N.C. The 
Duke investigators believe that parapsychology is an infant science 
similar to other new sciences that have been opposed. 

'These were published in the 1936 Proceedings of the English Society 
for Psychical Research and in G. N. M. Tyrrell’s Science and Psy¬ 
chical Phenomena, Harper & Brothers, 1938. See also Whately Caring- 
ton’s Thought Transference: An Outline of Facts, Theory and Im¬ 
plications of Telepathy, Creative Age Press, New York, 1946. 
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gift of “mind reading,” thought transference, or telepathy, which 
was manifested repeatedly among groups of friends and which I 
personally observed on my annual visits to the British Isles. All 
these researches tended to show that the mind of man was some¬ 
thing deeper and higher and more spacious than behaviorists and 
materialists like J. B. Watson had ever conceived. And the new 
psychology was congruous with the conception of man as a part 
of an unseen and infinite spiritual universe with which he could 
be in touch and with which he could communicate. 

Dr. Gardner Murphy in the 999 pages of his masterly work 
on Personality shows that the human person is something far more 
profound in his breadth, height and unknown depths—conscious 
or subconscious—than more than a century of modern psychology 
has been able to discover. As Robert Boyle three centuries ago 
uttered a warning in The Sceptical Chemist that chemists had as 
yet established no firm basis for a new science, so modern psy¬ 
chology, as in the time of Roger Bacon, does not yet have the 
context to know what man is. There are no assured findings of 
modern psychology that can rule out telepathy, clairvoyance, or 
any of the experiences recorded in this book. 

In the Duke experiments, a deck of twenty-five cards con¬ 
tained five cards in each of five suits, with symbols marked with 
a star, a rectangle, a circle, wavy lines, and a cross. In one method 
of demonstrating clairvoyance Professor Rhine, the chief investi 
gator, with a deck of cards shuffled, cut, and placed face down¬ 
ward, sat opposite the subject being tested for extra-sensory per¬ 
ception. Neither Dr. Rhine nor the subject knew the order of 
the cards. The subject would try to name the card that was lying 
face downward on top and so on through the entire pack. After 
this the cards were seen by both and the subject s calls, as noted 
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on paper, were checked against the actual order of the cards. 
Mere luck or chance would usually average five right out of 
twenty-five cards. In his earlier experiments to investigate telepathy 
Professor Rhine looked at each card in turn before the sitter called 
it. 8 

It was found, after several years of experimentation, that 
many of the students who had some slight extra-sensory percep¬ 
tion averaged a correct call in six or more times out of twenty- 
five, or more than could be accounted for by chance, while a 
very few were found to have marked telepathic or clairvoyant 
power. One student, Linzmayer, for instance, in a class of a 
hundred students, proved to be a genius for extra-sensory per¬ 
ceptivity. He first called fifteen cards in succession correctly and 
then twenty-one out of twenty-five. The odds against this by the 
laws of chance were more than thirty billion to one. Another 
Duke student, Hubert Pearce, who had apparendy inherited 
psychic sensitivity from his mother, suggested that he might try 
to call right down through a pack of cards without moving one 
of them. He finally called twenty-five unseen cards in a row 
correctly. The likelihood of doing this on pure grounds of chance 
was one in 298,023,223,876,953,125. 

In the Duke investigations, a Miss Ownbey and a Miss 
Turner, who were separated in a series of experiments by 165 
miles and later by 250 miles, made a three-day average of 
seventeen out of twenty-five correct instances of reading the im- 
piesuon or image in the other’s mind. The extra-sensory faculty 
was thus apparently unaffected by distance. Two times out of 

"Three types of tests were carried out at Duke University: telepathy, 
clairvoyance, and general extra-sensory perception which allowed for 
cither telepathy or clairvoyance. 
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three, one of them could perceive the shape of the image held 
in the mind of the other. Such experiments have been conducted 
for many years in England and America, and those who are fa¬ 
miliar with them have seen abundant and unanswerable evidence 
of both telepathy and clairvoyance. 

Professor Rhine found that extra-sensory perceptivity is fun¬ 
damentally different from sense perception and that it is outside 
the senses in every respect. It is not localized in any organ or part 
of the human body but seems to be a normal part of the integral 
system of the mind. It was found in the Duke experiments that 
certain conditions favored good results and others prevented 
them, for in this field we are dealing with sensitive human per¬ 
sonalities, often indeed hypersensitive, and not merely with cold 
machines. Distraction, fatigue, suspicion, antagonism, and other 
negative attitudes or states often lowered the score or adversely 
affected the results, while friendly co-operation was normally a 
condition of success. 

Investigations in this youngest of the sciences, called at Duke 
“parapsychology” and reviewed in the journal of that name, have 
only begun in recent years and are most promising. A score of 
universities and other centers are now making investigations, some 
publicly and some privately. Scientific electrical controls have 
been devised to guard against trickery. Not all have had as good 
scientific results as the body of scientists at Duke. For one reason, 
not all have fulfilled the conditions of success, for human as 
as well as coldly scientific, impersonal factors condition the in¬ 
vestigation. For illustration, Professor C. E. M. Joad of London 
grudgingly admits that it is not possible to ascribe all the psychic 
manifestations that he has witnessed to chance or quackery, nor 
to the manifestations of the unconscious self or selves of the 
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mediums or the sitters. He admits, however, his personal bias on 
the subject. 4 With many others, Professor Joad has been emotion¬ 
ally conditioned against religion and against positive results in 
die psychic realm. Just as many professors do not dare stray out¬ 
side the field of orthodox capitalistic economics, many also dare 
not either investigate or testify concerning their findings or be¬ 
liefs in the psychic field. 

They are probably wise in leaving the subject severely alone 
—until it becomes popular or orthodox. 

When Professor Rhine and others found in their laboratories 
unanswerable evidence of telepathy and clairvoyance, many psy¬ 
chologists who were committed to the mechanistic science 
of human nature tried to find what was wrong with their 
findings. They ignored the work done with screened cards, with 
cards in photographically opaque envelopes and at long distance. 
Some asserted that the statistics were all wrong. When the presi¬ 
dent of the American Institute of Mathematical Statisics and 
other statisticians supported Rhine, there followed a tendency to 
turn to other explanations, such as errors in recording the results. 
When double independent records were made and outsiders in¬ 
vited to inspect for errors, many turned to general suspicions 
about Dr. Rhine and his collaborators. When other laboratories 
reported similar results, they ignored them. It is difficult to get 
psychologists even to read of the work in this field, for it does 
not fit the current mechanistic view. Dr. Rhine and his collab¬ 
orators have been unable to get objectors even to state their case 
regarding extra-sensory perception. This proves that parapsy¬ 
chology and psychics have had to meet the same hostility and 

*C. E. M. Joad, “Adventures in Psychical Research,” Harper's Maga¬ 
zine, June, 1938, p. 37. 
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prejudice that has confronted almost every new science since the 

time of Roger Bacon. 

Professor J. B. Rhine himself, in his latest book, The Reach 
of the Mind , 5 brings us up to date concerning his recent labora¬ 
tory researches in the little-known powers of the human mind 
—telepathy, clairvoyance, the direct control of matter by mental 
forces, and the prospect of proving the survival of personality 
after death. The earliest experiments at Duke University were 
undertaken to ascertain whether man had a nonphysical mind, 
or only a physical brain, by investigating the case for telepathy. 
If thought could be transferred directly from one mind to an¬ 
other, man must have powers transcending the physical brain. 
Dr. Rhine believes that during the thirty years that these ex¬ 
periments were conducted, a good case has been made for telep¬ 
athy and the proof of telepathy offered a most serious challenge 
to the materialistic trend of thought that has dominated all the 
sciences. 

Dr. Rhine’s second step in challenging completely material¬ 
istic concepts of orthodox science was in the testing of clairvoy¬ 
ance, or the awareness of objects, or objective events, without 
the use of the senses. As an example of clairvoyance, Professor 
Rhine describes the case of a woman in a dream who saw her 
brother come into his barn, unharness the horses, go up to the 
haymow and shoot himself. She saw the body roll over and over 
and saw where the pistol fell as it dropped from his hand. When 
she described these things to her husband she insisted that they 
drive over to the town where her brother lived. Her description 
proved to be correct in every detail. As no one had seen the 

B J. B. Rhine, The Reach of the Mind, published by William Sloane 
Associates, Inc., New York. 
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event take place, there was no possibility of telepathy, or thought 
transference, as an explanation. This was a case of clairvoyance. 

Experiments in extra-sensory perception were conducted by 
Professor B. F. Riess, a psychologist of Hunter College, New 
York, who scored an average of more than 18 hits per 25 through 
a series of 74 runs through the deck of ESP cards previously de¬ 
scribed—one run giving a perfect score of 25 and several run¬ 
ning over 20. Thousands of such experiments in America and 
Britain confirmed the work of Professor Rhine, until by the late 
1930 s the case for clairvoyant extra-sensory perception was strongly 
established scientifically. 

The third step in the experiments at Duke University was 
to show that the powers of the mind are not bound by the limita¬ 
tions of space but that thought transference occurs frequently 
between persons thousands of miles apart. The fourth step was 
to find out whether the powers of the mind were limited by 
time, whether precognition, or the vision or prophecy of future 
events, was demonstrably possible. Already the amount of evidence 
accumulated for precognition is very strong. 

The fifth step in the Duke experiments was to investigate 
‘psychokinesis,” to find out whether the mind could influence 
matter without physical means. In some hundreds of thousands of 
experiments the Duke experimenters ‘‘found it to be a fact that 
the mind has a force that can act on matter,” and that in 
this action ‘‘it does something that is statistically measurable.” We 
shall reurn to this matter in a later chapter on Material Phe¬ 
nomena. 

Professor Rhine concludes that ‘‘we know now that the 
extra-sensory perception-psychokinesis [or the direct influence of 
mind over matter] is demonstrably a part of the human mind.” 
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Though science does not generally accept these findings—just as 
it did not in the beginning of each of the physical sciences— 
Professor Rhine believes that their eventual acceptance is as as¬ 
sured as in the case of the earlier sciences, because there is no 

alternative. 

Finally, Professor Rhine believes that the Duke experiments 
have a bearing on the problem of immortality as they put the 
scientific question: “Does any part of a person in any discoverable 
way survive the death of the body?" Professor Rhine believes that 
thus far their research “offers a positive suggestion in favor of 
survival." 


✓ 

v UPTON SINCLAIR’S MENTAL RADIO 

I never visit Pasadena, California, without going to see my 
old friend, Upton Sinclair. He has written over fifty books, 
chiefly on social subjects and international relations, beginning 
with his exposure of the scandals in the stockyards of Chicago, 
The jungle , in 1906. More than forty years ago, Sinclair heard 
the Unitarian minister, Minot Savage, say that he had talked 
with persons on the other side of the great divide who, in our 
crude vocabulary, had “died," or had passed into the larger life. 
This awakened Sinclairs curiosity and opened his mind to in¬ 
vestigate psychic experiences and scientific evidence of survival. 
When he married Mary Craig Kimbrough of Mississippi, he found 
that she herself had psychic ability. She would always know when 
her mother wanted her; she was able to “get" the feelings of 
people by intuition, and often, by mental concentration, the 
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thoughts and pictures in their minds, or their movements at a 

distance. 

At the moment of Jack Londons death, Mrs. Sinclair suf¬ 
fered acute mental distress and spoke to her husband of her deep 
concern for him. Later it was found on the report of their 
mutual friend, George Sterling, that this was the exact time when 
Jack London committed suicide. I always talk with Upton Sin¬ 
clair and his wife at every opportunity concerning their psychic 
experiences. For three years, Sinclair conducted with his wife a 
series of experiments in telepathy, or mindreading, to ascertain if 
one mind can communicate with another, apart from the ordinary 
channels of sense. In his own room Sinclair would make a series 
of drawings and place them in sealed envelopes. His wife would 
then lie upon a couch in another room, hold some of these sealed 
envelopes in her hands, try to see them by her subconscious mind 
and then reproduce them and draw them herself. Both would 
later open the envelopes and compare the two drawings. Mr. 
Sinclairs drawings and her reproductions are printed side by 
side in the volume, Mental Radio . 0 Out of 290 drawings, 65 of 
Mrs. Sinclairs reproductions were correct, or 23 per cent; 155 
were partially successful, or 53 per cent; while 70 were total 
failures, or 24 per cent. 

Mrs. Sinclair agreed with her brother-in-law, Robert L. 
Irwin, forty miles away in California, to concentrate at an agreed 
time, 11:30 a.m., and see if she could read his thought. In his 
home, Mr. Irwin drew the picture of a fork and concentrated 

'Upton Sinclair, Mental Radio, 1930. Dr. William McDougall wrote 
the introduction, speaking of Mrs. Sinclairs “telepathic power in a 
marked degree.” 
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upon it for fifteen minutes. The reader can see for himself in 
Mental Radio (page 6) the figure of a fork drawn by Mr. 
Irwin, dated July 13, 1928, and on the opposite page Mrs. 
Sinclairs record made at the same moment, when she wrote: “See 
a table fork, nothing else, July 13, 1928.” Two days later, they 
compared the two drawings with affidavits from witnesses. After 
three years of such experiments, Upton Sinclair concluded: “I 
know . . . telepathy happens. If now it be a fact that there 
is a reality behind the notions of telepathy and clairvoyance, to 
which so many investigators are bearing testimony all over the 
world, who can set limits to what it may mean for the future?” 
I have discussed with Upton Sinclair not only the experiments 
conducted to prove telepathy and clairvoyance through his wife’s 
psychic gifts, but much more advanced experiences Sinclair has 
had through others that would tend to substantiate the survival 
of individual personality after death, to which I shall refer later. 
But I mention Upton Sinclair now only as one of many who have 
witnessed such repeated and undeniable evidence of psychic gifts 
that they have shown over and over again, as have Rhine, Tyrrell, 
and others, the fact of telepathy and clairvoyance. 
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The Psychic Heahng 
of Disease 


UPTON SINCLAIR, IN A CHAPTER ENTITLED “DOES GOD HEAL?" 

in his book, What God Means to Me, maintains ‘‘Faith healing 
is a process of getting suggestions accepted by the subconscious 
mind. Suggestion is one of God’s ways and God has given us 
intelligence so that we may find out his ways and make intelli¬ 
gent use of the creative energies which we derive from him.” 1 
He says that the ancient Greeks, when they were sick, came to 
die temples of Aesculapius to pray. The lame often left their 
crutches and put up votive tablets recording the miracles that 
had been wrought by the god of healing. Many similar experi¬ 
ences are recorded earlier in Egypt and in ancient and modem 
Japan and other lands. Mary Austin tells of such healings among 
the Red Indians and similar cures are recorded in Mexico, Africa, 
China, Arabia, and other primitive countries. 

The world’s religious literature is, of course, full of such 
healings. Although the record is exaggerated and often mixed 

1 Upton Sinclair, What God Means to Me, 1936, p. 85. 
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with folklore and superstition, the most critical reading of these 
records would seem to the unprejudiced to indicate that the 
healing of disease, especially in nervous and functional disorders, 
or wherever the mind can influence the body, has been a common 
human experience. Christian Scientists have obtained valuable 
results by the use of such means, as have many believers in New 
Thought. 

Dr. Alexis Carrel, Nobel prize winner, celebrated in medical 
research at the Rockefeller Institute, visited the Catholic shrine 
of Lourdes and waited to see if he could witness some of the 
“miracles” claimed at this shrine. He saw many healings of “hys¬ 
terical” diseases and finally witnessed the healing of an ulcer on 
a womans back, which had been there for nine years. After 
close scientific observation, Dr. Carrel wrote: ‘The rate of 
cicatrization that I observed during these six hours was far more 
rapid than we have any record of in surgical cases.” 2 

In the New Testament we find many instances of Jesus’ 
healing. On the first Sabbath of Jesus’ public ministry in Caper¬ 
naum, he was told that Simon’s mother-in-law had what we 
would call a high temperature, perhaps from the prevalent ma¬ 
laria with which the region abounded. When Jesus raised her up, 
the news spread in this Oriental town, where nothing was private, 
until at the first moment permitted by the Law, the populace came 
pouring to his door, bringing to him their sick and afflicted. 
Mark says they brought all that were sick and he healed many; 
then later Matthew says many were possessed and he healed all; 
while Luke adds that he cured “every one.” This narrative raises 
the whole question of the healing miracles of Jesus. 

A fair reading of the New Testament discloses the fact 

’See Alexis Carrel, Man, the Unknown, pp. 148, 149. 
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that on almost every page of the earliest records Jesus is reported 
by his followers to have healed disease. The practice of the 
early Christians is shown in James 5:14-5: “Is any sick among you? 
let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up.” Some cases were said to depend on the faith of the patient 
and some on the faith of those who prayed for him. We recall 
that Jesus himself was able to do “no mighty work” at Nazareth 
because of their unbelief, save that “he laid his hands on a few 
sick people and healed them.” Although Paul seems to have had 
numerous cases of healing, and though he counts “gifts of heal¬ 
ing” among the first of the psychic powers that he mentions in 
the Corinthian church, he states: “Trophimus have I left at 
Miletus sick.” 8 And such frequent failure to heal, if it can be 
called failure, is apparently observable in all modem psychic 
healers, as in the case of all modem practitioners of medicine. 

I observed the ministry of healing of the well-known Rever¬ 
end J. M. Hickson of the Church of England, when I was in 
Egypt years ago. There seemed to be undeniable cures, but it 
did not appear to me that the majority were ever healed. Prob¬ 
ably the same has been true of Mr. Hicksons successor, the 
Reverend John Maillard, in England. Both have had many cures 
and many failures. For years I observed the work of my dear 
friend, Bishop Pakenham Walsh in India, who follows the Scrip 
tural practice enjoined in the Epistle of James. Over seventy- 
five years of age, he is still working in South India, as he tells 
me in a recent letter, and although he counts physical healing 
a minor matter compared with his central spiritual work, he still 

'II Tim. 4:20; I Cor. 12:10; Matt. 9:2, 29; 8:10; Mark 6:5. 

85 


YOU WILL SURVIVE AFTER DEATH 

keeps records of many healings in direct answer to prayer. While 
in India, I myself observed the healing of some cases that were 
apparently beyond the reach of medical practice. But I early 
learned the value of Hudson Taylors sane conclusion as a 
medical missionary, that 4 no use of material means should lessen 
our exercise of spiritual faith,” and conversely, that “no use of 
faith should lessen our use of material means.” It is not surprising, 
however, in our materialistic age, strong in science but weak in 
faith, that notable healings are now the exception rather than 
the rule. 


THE WORK OF MICHAEL THOMAS 

For many years I watched the work of a personal friend, 
Michael Thomas, who is a psychic healer in London. Thomas 
married the daughter of an old friend of mine, a nationally known 
Quaker manufacturer, Sebohm Rowntree of York, who assures 
me not only of the integrity of his son-in-law’s character but of 
his unique psychic gifts. For illustration, this Quaker’s son had 
just invented a certain new machine which was to be used in 
their factory. It was still a secret and no one had seen the 
drawings or blueprints. One day Michael said to the boy’s 
mother, Mrs. Rowntree, “It is a wonderful machine that Chima 
[her son] has just invented. I saw it in grandfather’s hand [the 
grandfather had died many years before]. Let me show you what 
it is like.” He sat down and drew a diagram of the machine, 
showed it to the boy’s mother and then threw it in the waste¬ 
basket. Later the mother told me she picked it up and con¬ 
gratulated her son on his invention. The son could hardly be- 
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beve his eyes when he saw that the drawings for the invention 

had been correctly made. 

With vivid clairvoyance, Thomas watched the horror of the 
sinking Titanic as it went down and saw what happened to 
some who were on board. He went to comfort the parents of one 
of the victims of the disaster. He said: “It may be small comfort, 
but at least Jim did not drown.” When asked what he meant, 
he said he had seen their son run out on deck, look on the awful 
catastrophe of the sinking ship, and then go back to his room, 
where he died in his berth from the shock to his feeble heart. 
Several weeks later, the purser of the vessel, in reporting to the 
relatives of the deceased, stated to the parents of this boy that 
he had found him dead in his berth before the ship sank. Michael 
Thomas then went to the parents of another young man who 
was lost in the wreck and was given a message directly by the 
boy in the presence of his parents with such substantiating 
evidence as to what they would find in the pockets of his clothing, 
which he had recendy left in his room upstairs, that they were 
convinced that their son was alive and happy in the world be¬ 
yond. 

All his life, Michael Thomas has quiedy exercised his psychic 
gifts and he is now a psychic healer. He diagnoses every case by 
psychic means. A patient will come for treatment and Michael 
will say, for instance, before the patient has stated his case: “I 
see vou have rheumatism in your right knee, but deeper than that 
l see the inner conflict in your experience, which is the under¬ 
lying cause of this physical sympton. We must first remove the 
cause before we treat the symptoms.” He will then treat the 
case. If it is a fractured bone he sends the person to a surgeon, 
or if he is suffering from bad teeth he sends him to a dentist, 
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but in large numbers of cases of nervous disorder or where the 
root of the trouble is in the mind or unstable character of the 
patient, he has had a good record of results, many of them attested 
by the medical fraternity who sometimes send their patients or 
members of their own families to him for treatment. He has had, 
like all the medical fraternity and like all genuine psychic healers, 
many successes and many failures, but I became convinced that 
the results of his work would compare favorably with those of 
the best specialists in the medical fraternity or those of good psy- 
chiatrsts. Scientific investigation will convince any unprejudiced 
person that there are scores of such psychically gifted people in 
the world today who steadily get results in the healing of disease, 
just as practitioners in the medical profession do. 


W. T. PARISH, THE HEALER 

In London on July 17, 1938, I visited W. T. Parish, whom 
the editor, Maurice Barbanell, regarded as the greatest spiritual or 
psychic healer then living. 4 I found that Mr. Parish was a retired 
businessman living on a small pension and that he had never 
charged his patients or received any money for his healing. He 
had discovered his gift of healing a decade before in connection 
with the psychic or spiritual healing of his wife from malignant 
cancer. Since that time, he had devoted his whole life to the heal¬ 
ing of the sick. I personally saw two witnesses of a man who had 
been instantaneously cured the morning I was there. The sick man, 
assisted by two friends, came in on crutches, dragging his leg, 

‘Maurice Barbanell, Parish, The Healer, 1938, Psychic Press, Grotrian 
Hall, 115 Wigmore Street, London. 
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which had been crippled in World War I, twenty years before. 
Parish and the two witnesses testified that he walked out carrying 
his crutches, followed by his friends, weeping for joy. 

When it was discovered that Mr. Parishs wife certainly had 
cancer and that medical skill, after one almost fatal operation, 
could do nothing more for her, she begged her husband that they 
should give spiritual healing a trial. 5 Mr. Parish was strongly 
opposed to the idea, believing that “spiritualism is only for weak- 
minded women and for men who do not think.” He himself pos 
sessed a magnificent physique, being for years an instructor in 
fencing, boxing and physical culture. He had the body of a 
trained athlete, and when I saw him he seemed to be in perfect 
health. In connection with his wife’s case, Parish finally came to 
believe that he was informed by supernormal means, that he was 
himself a born healer, and that he would be used in the healing 
of his own wife. After nine months of treatment by her husband, 
Mrs. Parish was completely cured of cancer and a further opera¬ 
tion became unnecessary. 

The news of Mrs. Parish’s remarkable recovery soon became 
Known and sufferers began to call at Parish’s home asking for aid, 
which he was always willing to give. He hired for one night a 
week a church used by the Unitarians in Richmond, England. 
There he gave free public treatment to all who came. He 
believed that prayer plays a great part in absent healing and in 
self-healing. He was convinced that it is the man who thinks the 
universe is only material who is living under an illusion. After the 

‘After her first operation Parish had said to the surgeon: “Tell me the 
worst,” and the surgeon had replied, "It is cancer. 1 have cut as deeply 
as I dared.” When a specimen of the growth was submitted for 
pathological examination, the report was “cancer positive.” 
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healing of his wife, there were many cures of ‘ incurables"; 
indeed, he did not wish to take any case which doctors could 

handle. 

I visited Parish’s little private sanctuary, where he spent hours 
daily in prayer for the sick. In this sanctuary, where perfect si¬ 
lence was always maintained, I saw him lay hands on the sick in 
his service of healing which lasted for four hours daily. He was 
then in partial trance although he never completely lost conscious¬ 
ness. He laid his hands personally on some five thousand sufferers 
every year. I saw a few of the fifteen hundred letters a week, or 
about seventy-five thousand a year, that were pouring in upon 
him for absent treatment. I have before me a list of seventy-four 
countries from which requests for healing came, including Africa, 
Greenland, Russia and Turkey. 

When I saw him, Parish was rising daily at six; he was work¬ 
ing and praying eighteen hours a day, seven days a week; yet I 
found in him no sense of strain or overwork, and he was then 
physically stronger than ever in his life. Several hours daily he 
was devoting to his voluminous mail, every letter receiving atten¬ 
tion and prayer. Of the ten stenographers and typists who were 
handling his mail, eight were voluntary helpers. Two hours a day 
were given to absent treatment in prayer, and four hours a day, 
three times a week, to laying hands upon the sick who came to 
him in person. He seemed to be a simple vegetarian, an ascetic 
Protestant lay monk, and obviously a saint. 

Parish believed in a large measure of truth in all religions, 
but that he himself was under the immediate control of Christ 
whom he usually called “the Nazarene.” He told me that thou¬ 
sands of his patients were healed, although he was prevented from 
healing many, as Jesus himself was in Nazareth. He believed that 
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a tide of spiritual life flowed through him in this ministry, that 
these were among the “greater works” promised by Christ, and 
that the church should never have lost this ministry of healing so 
prevalent and effective with Christ himself and in the early Chris¬ 
tians. His sanctuary, his home, his beloved garden, and his shining 
face were all of great beauty. Some dignitaries, but chiefly the poor, 
sought his ministry. Among the cures wrought through Parish 
were cancer (attested by leading physicians), deafness, blindness, 
and various organic diseases. 6 


THE WORK OF EDGAR CAYCE 

The same year that I began to study the psychic healing of 
W. T. Parish and Michael Thomas in England, I went to Vir¬ 
ginia to investigate the work of Edgar Cayce (pronounced 
Casey). I had heard so much about him that I thought it worth 
while to make a journey to Virginia Beach to meet him. He was 
the least professional man I ever saw and would fit into no mold 
or category. I soon came to count him a personal friend. He was 
a simple devout Christian and a transparent saint. 1 taught his 
weekly Bible class for him while at Virginia Beach, and his pastor 
testified to his deep piety and his unusual spiritual gifts, ap- 
parendy including, among others, clairvoyance, clairaudience, 
psychic diagnosis and healing. 7 

*His address was W. T. Parish, Christchurch Road, East Sheen, Lon¬ 
don S.W. 14. Any sufferer could correspond with him and seek absent 
treatment. I have recently learned that he has passed away and has 
joined the great majority in the Church Triumphant. 

7 Edgar Cayce's psychic gifts are included in the list given by the 
Apostle Paul in I Cor. 12:4-11; 13:3. 
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Edgar Cayce told me the story of his life while I took copioui 
notes. He answered all my questions frankly including the com 
fession of his own limitations, the mistakes he had made in his 
work, and some of the lessons he had learned. He was born and 
reared on a farm in western Kentucky as a member of a southern 
clan. Like Abraham Lincoln of the same state, he had little for¬ 
mal education, leaving school at about the age of fifteen. After 
this, almost all his education was derived from the Bible. He was 
considered dull in his lessons, especially in spelling, the mastery of 
which seemed to him an utter impossibility. Accidentally he 
learned, however, before the age of twelve, that if he were al¬ 
lowed to read the pages of his spelling book or reader and then to 
‘‘sleep on the book” for a few minutes, he could visualize whole 
pages, spell correctly, and recite long passages, stating the page and 
the line on which the word was to be found. He seemed to see 
whole pages by clairvoyance. Mr. Cayce himself writes: 

In the evening I had a hard time in preparing my 
spelling lesson. I studied it and each time felt that I knew 
it, yet when I handed the book to my father and he gave 
me the words to spell I couldn’t spell them. After wres¬ 
tling with it for two or three hours, receiving many re¬ 
buffs for my stupidness, something inside me seemed to 
say, “Rely on the promise.” I asked my father to let me 
sleep on my lesson just five minutes. He finally con¬ 
sented. I closed the book, and, leaning on the back of 
the chair went to sleep. At the end of five minutes I 
handed my father the book. I not only knew my lesson, 
but I could then spell any word in the book; not only 
spell the word, but I could tell on what page and what 
line the word would be found. From that day on I had 
little trouble in school, for I would read my lesson, sleep 
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on it a few minutes, and then be able to repeat every 
word of it. I could not explain this ability. I did not at¬ 
tempt to reason why this happened. Today, my life is a 
combination of literally thousands of such experiences. 
Although I understand many of the laws associated with 
these phenomena, my understanding is born of experi¬ 
ence, and I leave the technical explanations to others. 

On leaving his father s farm, Edgar Cayce obtained a job in 
a wholesale stationery house by memorizing by psychic means the 
whole catalogue published by the firm, which enabled him to sell 
their goods. As a young man, however, he began suffering from 
such severe headaches that he finally became unconscious for sev¬ 
eral days and lost the use of his voice for a year, so that he could 
scarcely speak above a whisper. A noted New York physician 
treated him by hypnosis and suggested, when he discovered 
Cayce s own psychic gifts, that he might be able to make himself 
unconscious by self-hypnosis, diagnose the trouble, and possibly 
cure himself by autosuggestion. As there was no other remedy in 
sight, his unwilling parents finally consented to the trial of this 
method. On a Sunday afternoon, when he was about twenty one 
years of age, he tried this experiment, and while unconscious he 
gave his first “Reading.” In those first words spoken in trance, 
which were typical of many that were to follow, he said: 

Yes, we can see the body. In the normal physical state 
this body is unable to speak due to a partial paralysis of 
the inferior muscles of the vocal cord, produced by nerve 
strain. This is a psychological condition producing a 
physical effect. This may be removed by increasing the 
circulation to the affected parts by suggestion while in 
this unconscious condition. 
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In five or ten minutes, he said: “It is all right.” When he was 
again conscious, he knew that he could speak. Apparently he 
had cured himself by autosuggestion while in self-induced hyp 
nofeic trance. That was his first Reading. After that time, he gave 
more than fifteen thousand individual Readings for the help or 
healing of others, covering a period of over forty years. 

When Edgar Cayce discovered that he had certain psychic 
gifts, he prayed that they might be turned to account, especially 
in the healing of sick children. In 1897 there came to him a pro¬ 
fessor who was the father of a little girl named Aime Dietrich of 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky. An attack of grippe had been followed 
by convulsions until the child was having twenty convulsions a 
day. Her mind had become a blank and her reasoning power was 
entirely gone. After Mr. Cayce had “put himself to sleep”—for at 
that time he hardly knew the meaning of the word “trance”—he 
diagnosed the case so that the girl was completely healed. The 
father testified before a notary public as follows: 

At this period our attention was called to Mr. Edgar 
Cayce who was asked to diagnose her case. By autosug¬ 
gestion he went into a sleep and diagnosed her case as 
one of congestion at the base of the brain, stating also 
minor details. He oudined to Dr. A. C. Layne how to 
proceed to cure her. Dr. Layne treated her accordingly 
every day for three weeks, using Mr. Cayce occasionally 
to follow up the treatment as results developed. Her 
mind began to clear up about the eighth day and within 
three months she was in perfect health and is so to this 
day. This case can be verified by many of the best citi¬ 
zens of Hopkinsville, Kentucky. Subscribed and sworn 
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before me this eighth day of October, 1910. (Signed) 

D. H. Dietrich. Gerrig Raidt, Notary Public, Hamilton 
County, Ohio. 

Edgar Cayce later completely healed his wife of advancfd 
tuberculosis and his son of threatened blindness. He also healed 
himself many times. Hearing of this and other cases of remark¬ 
able cures, doctors began to come to Mr. Cayce to diagnose 
their patients. Dr. Layne came to him from a distance of seventy 
miles twice a week for a year for Readings for all his patients. 
Then Dr. John Blackford asked for Readings for his patients for 
the next eighteen months. For all of this, Mr. Cayce asked and re¬ 
ceived no payment. He was one of those men who had no in¬ 
terest in money and was always poor. The city, county, and state 
Boards of Medicine used him for demonstrations before groups of 
doctors, often out of curiosity. 

The first time I heard of Edgar Cayce, I listened to the testi¬ 
mony of five doctors in New York City as to his diagnoses and 
cures. The first, a woman physician, testified to the curing of 
three of her patients by following his diagnoses. One suf¬ 
fered from eye trouble, one from arthritis, and a third from can¬ 
cer. The second doctor told of Cayces remarkable diagnoses 
which he had observed for several years and testified that he him¬ 
self had been cured by Cayce. The third, Dr. H. J. Reilly of the 
Reilly Health Service of Radio City, New York, had handled 
some three hundred of Cayces patients during a period of seven 
years. He said that his results were far from being 100 per cent 
but he rated his diagnoses as averaging 20 per cent better than 
those of the best medical experts and specialists who sent their 
patients to him. 
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Dr. Frank Dobbin, after testing more than one hundred of 
Cayces Readings, stated that he found them correct and accurate 
in about 80 per cent of the cases and partially correct in 
some 20 per cent. The fifth doctor, a personal friend of mine, 
had been suffering from sudden violent hemorrhages. In his ex¬ 
tremity he trusted to Cayces Reading and diagnosis as more 
likely to be accurate and effective than that of the medical pro¬ 
fession to which he belonged. Cayce s diagnosis, from his hyp¬ 
notic sleep in Virginia, found my friend’s lungs absolutely sound 
but located the trouble in the throat, which he diagnosed, and 
for which he prescribed in a Reading. My friend followed the 
treatment and was completely and permanendy cured in a few 
weeks. 

I was present in Virginia Beach in May, 1938, with Cayces 
wife and secretary during three of his Readings given while in 
trance, or self-induced hypnosis, which he never undertook with¬ 
out a brief period of silent prayer. The whole procedure seemed 
to him perfecdy natural and normal, in no way supernatural or 
supernormal. To me it seemed either supernormal or nothing. 
Here was a humble, uneducated man, who had never studied 
medicine, giving often detailed diagnoses and elaborate technical 
prescriptions while in trance. I saw him put himself “to sleep” and 
diagnose the patients concerned, apparently with equal facility 
whether they were present or absent, whether he knew the per¬ 
sons well or had never seen or heard of them. I was permitted to 
look over as many of the Readings and diagnoses as my time per¬ 
mitted. There were many thousands, however, and it would have 
taken months if not years to make a scientific study and analysis 
of them. Upon returning to New York I wrote to a dozen physi¬ 
cians who had handled many hundreds of his cases over a period 
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of years and sent them a questionnaire regarding Mr. Cayce's 
diagnosis, his treatments, and the results of his work. 8 

The first two physicians who replied had observed too few 
of his cases to form an adequate judgment, although one of them 
expressed a high regard for his character and believed that “his 
work and ability could be established on a sound scientific basis.” 
The other doctors replied as follows: 

No. i, Norfolk , Virginia : Mr. Cayce makes nothing 
that could be called a scientific diagnosis in medicine. Yet 
he has extraordinary powers which have been of much 
hope, inspiration and benefit to many. I believe psychic 
phenomena are a part of the make-up of every human. 
Negligible in most of us, in a few it reaches a very high 
state of development. These have mediumistic powers or 
are psychic prodigies. I have treated cases for Mr. Cayce 
for about ten years. A fair share of those who have been 
inspired and strengthened to a sincere effort have profited. 
Others lacking in will power and self-discipline have not. 

No. 2, Bronxville, New York: I have never experi¬ 
enced anything like his work before. It is more than a little 
odd, but seeing is believing, (i) I have handled twelve 
cases directly, others indirectly. (2) In these his diagnosis 
seemed to be 100 per cent correct. (3) Sir William Osier 

'The questionnaire included the following: (1) Approximately how 
many of Mr. Cayce’s cases have you handled or observed? (2) In what 
percentage does his diagnosis seem to be correct? (3) How would this 
percentage compare with the diagnoses of other doctors? (4) Has 
there been a high percentage of cures or of improvement in the pa¬ 
tients you have observed? Could you estimate the percentage of such 
cures? (5) Have you been impressed with anything unique or signifi¬ 
cant in these cases of Mr. Cayce? Do you believe that there is a 
“supernormal” element in his work? 
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once stated that the pathologist s findings proved him ab¬ 
solutely correct in only 11 per cent of his cases. (4) I 
believe that 90 per cent of Mr. Cayce s patients are or 
will be totally cured. (5) I have been immensely im¬ 
pressed that Mr. Cayce without seeing the patient can, 
in the body of the Reading, tell the cause for the chief 
complaint and answer the most important questions be¬ 
fore they are asked. Such has been the case in all the 
patients he has referred to me and these people were 
astounded even as my wife and I were in our own Read¬ 
ings. 

No. 3, Detroit, Michigan: (1) Over twenty cases. (2) 
The diagnosis seemed correct in 80 to 90 per cent. (3) 
His diagnoses are better than average. (4) Some 80 per 
cent were cured. Cancer was the only consistent failure. 
(5) Undoubtedly there is something here. He has some 
unusual psychic, telepathic, or “supernormal" ability. 

No. 4 ,Washington. D. C.:(i) 5 cases. (2) Diagnoses 
correct in about 80 per cent. (3) Compares favorably 
with other physicians. (4) Approximately 70 per cent are 
cured. (5) He is highly accurate in diagnosis and benefi¬ 
cial in treatments, not quite understandable in a lay¬ 
man. 

No. 5, Hopkinsville, Kentucky: (1) Have handled 
his cases several years. (2) Diagnosis correct in most cases. 
(3) Compares very favorably with other doctors. (4) I 
have had improvement in all his cases. (5) There is 
something unique about it all. 

No. 6 , Albany , New York: (1) Five cases. (2) Diag¬ 
nosis was correct in all. (4) Marked improvement in all 
cases. (5) Yes, there seems to be a “supernormal" element. 

No. 7, Port Washington, New York: (1) Nine cases. 
(2) Diagnosis correct in all but one. (4) Every case I 
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have treated has responded; some results being nothing 
short of miraculous and a source of consternation to local 
physicians. (5) At times I believe Cayce s work to be 
supernormal, but at others I believe that many could de¬ 
velop the same abilities which are probably latent in all. 

No. 8, Washington , D. C.: (1) Eleven cases. (2) 
Diagnosis very good, especially of the mental state of pa¬ 
tients (4) In all cases I treated I was able to get results. (5^ 
I think the Readings of Mr. Cayce are wonderful. I pre¬ 
sume you would call it supernormal. I think he has the 
power to contact a higher vibration, or that which is 
eternal. 

No. 9, New York City: (O One hundred cases. (2) 
Correct in 80 per cent. (3) Above the average. (4) Very 
nearly 100 per cent in patients that have followed the 
treatment as given. (5) The man certainly has something. 
Yes, I would call it supernormal. 

No. 10, New York City: I am not a doctor. Since 1930 
1 have had many of Cayce s physical Readings for mem¬ 
bers of my family and have been permitted to see many 
Readings for other people. The diagnoses seem rather 
amazing in their accuracy. They seem to be somewhat 
better than the treatments recommended, although there, 
too, there have been many amazing results. Not the least 
important aspect is the man himself. 


A layman in New York City, Mr. David Khan, of 206 Lex¬ 
ington Avenue, wrote me: “I have seen or known of some 3,000 
Readings given by Edgar Cayce in the past twenty-five years. I 
have found in every case where you carry out the directions that 
you get results. I certainly believe that he has a God-given power.” 

When I visited him in Virginia I asked Mr Cayce if he 
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had made any serious mistakes and had learned any lessons from 
them. He told me that when he was inexperienced he had not 
realized that there was possibly grave danger in his psychic gifts 
if they were wrongly used or commercialized. He told me that as 
a younger man he once made a fatal mistake in Cincinnati when 
he foolishly consented to attempt to read the races for a certain 
man. The first day, under Mr. Cayces guidance, the man bet 
$50 on the first race and then staked all his winnings on each 
successive race. He made about $1,800 on five races that day. The 
second day, Cayce told the number of the jockey on the win¬ 
ning horse in three races upon which the man again staked his 
entire previous winnings and made some $15,000. On the third 
day he staked heavily on one race on a 20 to 1 shot. He made 
some $200,000 in all in three days. Mr. Cayce told me that the 
man then lost his head, plunged into drink, and shortly after 
landed in the insane asylum. Then and there Cayce said he 
learned a painful and humiliating lesson; he resolved not to trifle 
with his gift or commercialize it. Although he was asked 
repeatedly to read the stock or grain market, he always refused. 
When I saw him, he was devoting most of his time to healing 
people of their physical, mental and spiritual ills. 9 

1 personally tried both the Physical Reading and the Life 
Reading given by Edgar Cayce. The former seemed to me to be 

*In June, 1931, a group of Mr. Cayce's friends formed the “Association 
for Research and Enlightenment/ which was incorporated under the 
laws of the State of Virginia in July, 1931. The association has on 
file over fifteen thousand individual psychic Readings, with hundreds 
of case records with affidavits by patients and reports by physicians 
covering a period of some thirty-five years of Mr. Cayce's work. A full 
account of Edgar Cayce's life will be found in Thomas Sugrues 
There is a River, 1942. 
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more practical, helpful and evidential. In my Physical Reading 
on May 29, 1938, which took place in the presence of his wife, 
his stenographer who kept the record of what he said in trance, 
and myself, he diagnosed an old trouble with my back and rec¬ 
ommended treatment. 10 

Edgar Cayce 'passed into spirit” in January, 1945. I was im¬ 
pressed by some of his diagnoses and cases of healing, for he had 
practiced medical diagnosis by clairvoyance for forty-four years. 
But most of all I revered his humble, simple and sincere Christian 
character. Every contact I had with Edgar Cayce and his work 
deepened in me the conviction of the reality of these psychic 
gifts, of the existence of a spiritual world all about us here and 
now, in which we can live and move and have our being as truly 
as in the material world. Through Cayce and others I also found 
multiplying evidence for the survival of the individual person¬ 
ality after death, with which I shall deal in subsequent chapters. 

19 His Physical Reading included the following: “We find that near 
to some twenty years ago there was created) an injury in the caecum, 
or in the sacral as affected from the caecum, and the activity of the 
lower portion of the lumbar axis; which has caused an inclination for 
a lesion.” These areas were said to need mechanical adjustments which 
could best be made under hydrotherapy and the masseur method. 1 had 
no way of verifying the diagnosis and did) not find the treatment led 
to any decisive cure. For some years, however, 1 seem to have out¬ 
grown the trouble and have been in perfect health. 
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MRS. PAMELA NASH IN LONDON 

IN 1938, MY QUAKER FRIEND, EDWARD C. WOOD, HAD GIVBN 

me a letter of introduction to the editor, Maurice Barbanell, in 
London, and I asked him if there were reputable persons of un¬ 
questioned integrity in England who possessed psychic gifts whom 
I might meet. I learned that Sir Oliver Lodge had long since re¬ 
tired and was too ill to receive visitors, but I was advised to see 
Mrs. Pamela Nash, W. T. Parish, the psychic healer, and the 
well-known American, Arthur Ford, who was then lecturing in 
London. Mr. Barbanell believed that these three people were gen¬ 
uine psychics and that they had well-authenticated though widely 
differing gifts. 

On August 29, 1938, I went to meet Mrs. Pamela Nash by 
appointment at the Spiritualist Alliance, 16 Queensbury Place, 
London, S.W.7. I found Mrs. Nash to be a simple, earnest Chris¬ 
tian woman, a widow who was supporting her two children by 
the exercise of her psychic gift. She had the strength for, at most, 
three sittings a day of an hour each. I learned that she had been 
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working for fifteen years as one of a group in this psychic center. 
The charge for the sitting was one pound, which I paid to the 
organization. 1 gave no information about myself and I was asked 
no questions. I deeply regretted afterwards that, owing to the fact 
that I was then a novice in psychic investigation, I did not take 
precautions to keep my name unknown. Because of that fact, a 
scientific investigator could assume that information might have 
been communicated to or gathered by the medium of which she 
could have taken advantage. In later sittings with feeble or inef¬ 
ficient mediums, I have known such information to be used, but 
one can nearly always detect extraneous names or items if they ap¬ 
pear suspiciously in an otherwise unsuccessful sitting. I am con¬ 
vinced from the whole tone of the sitting with Mrs. Nash that 
such information was neither used nor needed by her. 

I sat with Mrs. Nash in a large room flooded with the August 
sunshine. She told me in quite simple, friendly fashion that she 
would go into trance and that I would then be in contact with 
her “control” 1 who upon earth had been a South Sea Island 
child, familiarly known as “Topsy.” Mrs. Nash said that I could 
take notes, ask any questions I liked, and she hoped that I would 
get something evidential and worth while in the sitting. Mrs. 
Nash gave every evidence of sincerity, although the messages 
seemed to be somewhat limited by the language of Topsy. I have 
before me now the paper filled with notes as I recorded all that 
took place, and the blank sheets on which the names of members 
of my family were written, or rather spelled slowly out by Topsy 
through the hand of Mrs. Nash—although the latter seemed to be 
in deep trance, completely unconscious of anything that took 
place during the sitting. The voice, utterly different from that of 

1 See Glossary of psychic terms. 
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Mrs. Nash, was a high, childish one, although not unplcasing. 

Topsy immediately began to speak: 

There is a young lady here very sweet, full of life, a 
fine spirit. Her name begins with E. She is a lovable soul; 

I wish she were my mother. She is not sad hut bright. She 
is an angel in the making. She is never far away from 
you. There is a psychic chord between you, and she has a 
similar vibration to yours. She writes EDI, no it is EDDY. 

She says it is her surname. Her Christian name is MAR¬ 
GARET [slowlv spelled out by the medium’s hand on 
the paper on the table between Mrs. Nash and myself]. 

She wrote this for her mother. England is not her home. 
That is away over the sea in AMERICA [which she 
slowly spelled out on her paper]. She sends a message to 
her dear mother. 

Your daughter’s life was cut off suddenly. She says 
you have her photograph. [I take out of my pocketbook 
a photo of my daughter, Margaret, as a laughing baby 
taken years ago in India.] [Topsy exclaims:] That’s right! 
That was when she was a little pickanniny baby. She 
is proud of the photo and so are you. 

Your daughter is happy over here in spirit. She has 
her grandmother with her. Your mother, not her mother’s 
mother [Margaret L. Eddy, who died September 20, 
1935]. Your mother says “My boy!” Margaret was very 
fond of children and of animals. She mentions her dog 
[Vick]. She is showing me things. It’s hard for me 
[Topsy] to write for I never learned properly. Margaret’s 
mother is tired and Margaret has been helping her and 
looking after her for you. Don’t worry. Have a happy 
time. The ship will take you away to go home soon. 
Margaret is going to write a message: “I like your mother 
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and your father over here. He is a kindly soul. She was 
always more difficult for me to understand." [Very diffi¬ 
cult! Margaret was named after her grandmother and in¬ 
herited her positive and aggressive nature. They had oc¬ 
casional clashes in temperament, especially when the 
children were under my mother s care at school in Frei¬ 
burg, Germany.] Your father has progressed much over 
here. 

You also have a sister here, Margaret s aunt, ALICE 
[Topsy slowly spells her name on the paper that lies 
before me]. She “died," as you say, long long ago. She is 
an advanced spirit here. She has never forgotten you. She 
is very fond of Margaret and of her mother. She pro¬ 
nounces her name, not Alus, but Alice. 2 She is proud to 
have Margaret over here. 

There are two named George in your family—one 
here [presumably my father, George Alfred Eddy] and 
one on the earth plane [supposedly myself, George Sher¬ 
wood Eddy]. Margaret is very full of fun. She is and was 
musical. [She won a bet from me in London that she 
could sing the great aria of the Meistersinger without a 
Haw, and she loved music.] She says: “Dad, the reality of 
music in the spirit world is wonderful! Tell mother Ive 
seen her father" [the Reverend A. H. Arden]. Margaret 
is showing me her wedding ring. She was married and 
passed away very suddenly and unexpectedly. She is very 
fond of children over here. Margarets child is a little 
pickanniny boy there on earth with you. Her mother 

*My little sister, Alice, died on November 22, 1875, over seventy years 
ago! I was then about five and my sister three. We both had scarlet 
fever; I survived and she died. I believe her name is not mentioned in 
any book on earth. It is written on the family tombstone in Leaven¬ 
worth, Kansas, and in the old family Bible. 
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looks after this little pickanniny on earth; and Margaret 
is so happy about her boy who is growing to be such a 
fine little fellow. She writes on this paper [as Topsy 
prints slowly] “DEAR MOTHER: I AM happy about 
-Arden. You are FILLING MY PLACE WELL. I AM 
ALWAYS WITH YOU.” “Always keep my boy care¬ 
fully mother. There may arise difficulties but we will 
always help.” [Topsy continues:] She does love chil¬ 
dren so and has such a great hope for this dear boy. Tell 
KERRH—the name is hard for me. It sounds like Kerf, 
as she says it. [The name was Kerry, for George Kerry 
Smith, her husband.] “Tell him, whatever he does, I 
shall always understand. I am always happy with your 
father and mother and my dear boy. Tell K. I send my 
love [she spells] LOVE to him. He lives with you in the 
home with mother and our dear boy—my sweet son. Love 
from Margaret.” 

[Topsy continues:]You have been in contact with 
your daughter before, but Alice was never before in 
contact with her brother [true]. Alice says, “He [Sher¬ 
wood] has never forgotten me.” [Topsy says:] Your 
mother, Alice, and Margaret are here together with your 
brother who is here in spirit. One brother is with you 
there on the earth plane. [Topsy writes:] B.E. [for 
Brewer Eddy]. I can't get his name very well. Your other 
brother is here with us. Margaret says he came over here 
a long time ago [Dana Lee Eddy, born August 8, 1875, 
died September 21, 1905, at the age of thirty.] He is your 
younger brother. He has an unusual name. [She tries to 
write DA, then DAN, then both prints and writes 
DANA, Dana, which is correct.] He would like to write 
a 'message to his wife. He has constandy been with her. 
She has a difficult vibration to get. Dana says: “Let Kate 
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know that 1 live. I've never forgotten her and we will 
be joined together in the world of spirit here.” 

Margaret's throat trouble [Topsy continues] was 
caused by a very powerful germ [pneumonia, which 
caused her death]. She says: ‘Tm quite content at how 
things are going with my sweet little boy, mother, with 
you, father, and K. That's all that matters." [Topsy again 
tries to write KER, but does not get the full name, Kerry ] 
"All of us send greetings to those over the sea. A greater 
happiness is ahead for you all. Some material difficulties 
are subsiding. May peace and contentment be yours. Kiss 
Arden for me as I do now in the silence. Alice and Dana, 
mother and father send kind thoughts. They are often 
with you." 


In about two minutes, Mrs. Nash came out of trance, as 
easily as though waking from sleep. She had apparently never seen 
or heard of me before and she asked no questions before or after 
the sitting. There was every appearance of simple sincerity, al¬ 
though the messages and the whole communication seemed to be 
somewhat limited by the language, thought, and abilities of the 
control, Topsy. It took more time, the writing was more painfully 
slow, and I got much less material than I would have through a 
mature control such as some I had later. There was, nevertheless, 
a rather striking absence of mistakes. The control identified five 
of the seven members of my family who had died and were then 
in spirit, and got twenty-eight details about them correcdy. Three 
of their names she wrote exactly, and two of the names of my 
family still on earth, while two others were pardy right but in¬ 
complete, as KER instead of Kerry. Particularly striking to me 
were the names correctly written of Alice, Dana, and Arden. 
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Arden was the name of both my son and my grandson. My 
younger brother, Dana, had been over there, as she said, “ a long 
time," thirty-three years at that time. My sister Alice died at the 
age of three in 1875, over seventy years ago, and I believe that 
* her name was in no book on earth. I was startled when I heard 
her name. I have one most vivid recollection of her as a little 
dynamic whirlwind of a personality when she met me at the rail¬ 
way station on my return home one time, and to my embarrass¬ 
ment, as a small boy, showered me with kisses before strangers. 

I felt after the sitting with Mrs. Nash that, despite the limita¬ 
tions of the child control, Topsy, I had been in touch with 
reality. I felt vividly that I had had contact with members of my 
own family who were now living in the world of spirit, who 
had sources of information about our family and its past history 
and present conditions, that no student of an American Who’s 
Who or other volume, or any other normal human sources of in¬ 
formation had given. I was therefore all the more eager to con¬ 
tinue my psychic investigations in London. Only later did I learn 
to request scientific controls that would preclude normal sources 
of information from the psychic. 

I pass now to the work of a professional medium, Arthur 
Ford. He is a well-known platform clairvoyant, or clairaudient, 
in America, Great Britain, Australia and other countries. I have 
known Mr. Ford somewhat intimately for ten years and I have 
had him as a guest in my home. His relations with me personally 
have always been on a basis of frank integrity. There has never 
been any professional connection between us: I have never been 
asked nor have I ever paid a cent for his services. 1 am glad to 
count him as my personal friend. 

It may be said here briefly that Arthur Ford was bom in 
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\ itusville, Florida, in 1897. He was a member of a good family in 
South Carolina; he studied in Transylvania University, Lexing¬ 
ton, Kentucky, and although most of his family were Episcopa¬ 
lians, he was ordained as a minister in the Disciples or Christian 
Church. He served as a first lieutenant of infantrv in World War 
I, and in the trenches in that war he first discovered his psychic 
puwcrs. Frcquendy while in France, as though over a telephone, 
he would hear a voice (for he is primarily clairaudicnt Tatliei 
than clairvoyant) informing him of the death of some comrade, 
and he would find the information verified later in the casualty 
lists. When he was troubled by the discovery of his psychic gifts, 
he consulted Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in England. 

Doyle suggested that, whereas there were over a hundred 
thousand clergymen in North America, there were only a hand¬ 
ful of men in the world possessed of rare psychic gifts, and it 
was his duty, as in the case of great artists or musicians, to develop 
and use these gifts for human welfare. This seemed to him es¬ 
pecially true if it might lead thousands to believe in a present 
spiritual world and in an afterlife that would have a bearing on 
life here on earth. For several decades Mr. Ford has traveled 
widely over the world, devoting himself to psychic work. He was 
in London when I was there in July, 1938, and I attended sev¬ 
eral of his meetings and lectures and was impressed with his ap¬ 
parent power as a platform clairaudient. 

As I felt under obligation to my Quaker friend in his con¬ 
cern that I investigate psychic evidence for survival, I went to 
Mr. Ford’s flat in London on July 14, 1938. Most of the things 
said through him during the hour that he was in trance could 
not have been known to him by normal means, nor could they 
have been learned from any printed volume. Some of them were 
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highly evidential. I felt that there were present persons in 
another sphere who were unseen and who had access to facts and 
experiences that were completely unknown to the medium. 
But I also felt that these persons were striving to reach me 
through a means of communication that was highly imperfect, 
and that because of this there were a few inevitable mistakes. We 
were apparently seeking to span a gulf between two worlds or 
planes. On both sides the persons concerned were not infallible 
and the method of communication was difficult and faulty, like 
a radio impeded by static across a vast ocean. 

When I called upon Arthur Ford in London I explained that 
I was seeking to investigate psychic matters and wished to ask him 
some questions. I was delighted when he voluntarily offered to go 
into trance for me. He told me that he followed the method used 
in India in inducing the state of trance, and that as soon as he was 
unconscious, his control, Fletcher, a Catholic French Canadian 
who had lived in Quebec, would come through and take charge 
of the interview. 8 I was told that I could ask him any questions 
that I wished and that I could take notes. I wrote rapidly and my 
notes were as nearly as possible verbatim. During the sitting I felt 
quite as free as in an informal conversation with an earthly friend. 

Arthur Ford was sitting before me in daylight when 
he quiedy tied a silk handkerchief over his eyes, and holding my 
watch in his right hand, in a few moments he appeared to go to 
sleep. Then, coming through his lips, a voice spoke with a 
French-Canadian accent: “How do you do, Mr. Eddy. I am 
Fletcher. [He gave me his exact full name.] I once lived in Que- 

* Fletcher’s mother was English, his father French Canadian. He was 
a college fraternity brother of Arthur Ford’s. He died in 1917 in World 
War I. 
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bcc. Do you speak the patois there? No? You are a good man, 
Mr. Eddy." Fletcher then said, "We see things, as it were, 
in images over here, hut I will translate them into words for you. 
This watch of yours [which the medium was holding] is very 
old; it was given you by a lady. Your father is here with me. He 
traveled very widely. He calls you something like Sherry. He is 
taller than you and more slender. Your father says, Tou have a 
peculiar mission to fulfill. You were sent here today by Edward 
[Wood] who is still on earth. It is not an accident that you have 
come today. Your mother and I have tried to communicate with 
you for a long time.’ Your father [continued Fletcher] came over 
long ago [in 1894], long before your mother who lived for many 
years after him [until 1936]. Your mother is small with a kindly 
face. She says she never liked to be called 'Maggie' by anyone 


save her husband." 

This was quite true. In general the control got my father 
correctly. I le certainly traveled constantly as receiver of the Mis¬ 
souri, Kansas & Texas Railway. "Edward" was probably Edward C. 
Wood, my Quaker friend, who had a "concern" that I should in¬ 
vestigate psychic phenomena for its spiritual evidential value. 

Fletcher resumed: "Your mother says: ‘Give my love to my 
dear boy. We here are close to him. This method of communica¬ 
tion does not seem strange to us. We knew it was possible and 
waited for you to seek us, but you were busy in your own useful 
work. We realize its importance, for one's position over here at 
the beginning is determined by his character built up there on 
earth. We have here no feeling or measure of time such as you 
have there.'" 

Fletcher continued: ‘Tour mother says her name was Mar¬ 
garet but there is another Margaret here with us [my daughter], 


YOU WILL SURVIVE AFTER DEATH 

named after her, who came over a few years ago when about 
thirty years of age. She was married, a young mother, and left a 
baby and her husband, an American. She is laughing like the 
tinkle of a silver bell. She is pretty and very intelligent. She says 
she had to shift for herself when she lived there on earth as her 
dad was always away traveling after she was about fifteen. ' 

Fletcher said: "You lost two children when they were very 
young; one of them never lived at all. The boy's name begins 
with AR—he is here in the spirit world. Give me the pencil and 
let him write his name. [He slowly wrote in capitals on the paper 
ARDEN—correct!] He wrote it himself. He was a boy in his 
teens on earth when he passed over here. He is now on a lofty 
plane; he often helps you and says he has seen you a lot." This is 
all correct regarding my family. We lost two children, Arden in 
his teens, and Mary Arden in India, who died on the day of her 
birth. 

My son, Arden, continued: "Do not allow yourself to be in 
fluenced by Jack London, for he is attracted to you. He is trying 
to do things . . . for when he was a boy he was adversely af¬ 
fected by spiritualism. He and I [Arden] are good friends over 
here. I also had some creative gift and might have been a writer. 
I am more like mother, however. You were more aggressive and 
had a flair for controversy. By nature I am more gentle and sub¬ 
tle than you." Fletcher asked: "Did your son have throat trouble? 
He passed on through pneumonia. It was a blow to you." Cor¬ 
rect regarding my son. He died of pneumonia while at the Hill 
School. 

Fletcher resumed: "Were you ever in prison? No? Your 
father laughs. He was a religious man, a Congregationalist. He 
was from New England but spent most of his life in the west and 
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so nh- He telegraphed a great deal. He became an important of¬ 
ficial. The first part of his life was in Kansas and Missouri. When 
she was young, he met your mother in Kansas. Her name was 
Morton—no Norton. Your middle name comes from her.” Before 
I could deny that I was ever in prison, when he said my father 
was laughing, I wondered if he were referring to my arrest in 
Arkansas when investigating the plight of the sharecroppers. My 
father was a Congregationalist, not from New England directly— 
although the whole Eddy family came from Plymouth Hock— 
but from Michigan where his family had moved. He lived most 
of his life in the west, and was in Missouri and the south only 
when with the M.K.T. Railroad of which he was a receiver. My 
mother was indeed very young, thirteen years younger than my 
father when he married her in Kansas. I Ier name was Norton and 
my middle name—George Sherwood Eddy—is the family name 
on my mother’s side of the house. 

Fletcher said: “Remember me to him when you see my 
friend, Maurice Hindus. Tell him never to turn back. Within 
three years Russia will be ready to put Japan back on her little is¬ 
land and keep her there. War is dreadful for us to contemplate, 
but the beast must be destroyed. Our hope for the world is for 
Japan to be economically exhausted by China. Russia will drive 
Japan off the mainland within three years, after she is exhausted 
by China. Other military nations like Japan will also fail. There 
will be no European war soon. You may go to Europe many times 
in peace but you are tired and do not like to travel now. You are 
financially independent and can write. You feel a sense of vo¬ 
cation. 

“An older man here named Rauschenbusch says: *1 started 
you thinking and poured my thoughts into your mind. I know 
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you very well. You are one of the few who has put what I 
preached into practice. I have fine sons in America but they 
would not believe if I sent them a message in this way through 
you. I sorrow for my own country of Germany. My father was 
born there. They now deny every principle for which 1 stood. 
Something strange will happen in Germany, something like a re 
volt It will be put down with bloodshed but it will flare up 
again and again for two years. Later there will be another chance 
for a Republic in Germany and there will be voting again.' 

“I hear from Rathenau here [Walther Rathenau, industrialist, 
philosopher, statesman, writer, whom our Seminar party met as 
the liberal foreign minister in Berlin. His assassination was the first 
of the Nazi crimes]. He says: ‘I was killed for trying to do what 
you are doing. My one crime was that I was a Jew. They shot me. 
I remember you and talked with you in Berlin back in the twen¬ 
ties, when you brought young men in your party who had not 
fought in the war. All of them have become more mature and 
are doing constructive work now."' I was surprised at the refer¬ 
ence to Rauschenbusch, but startled at that of Rathenau. Our 
Seminar party met him in Berlin. I thought of him with admira¬ 
tion, even with affection, and gave him a gold pen as a souvenir. 
He was the greatest statesman we knew in Germany at the time 
and his murder was almost the first of a long line of ruthless cruel¬ 
ties of the barbarous regime there. 

At this point, my mother again entered the conversation and 
said: “You always were a good boy. Your father and 1 have talked 
much regarding our early life in Kansas." I said, “Mother, give me 
some evidence that it is really you who are speaking." She re¬ 
plied through the control, “Give me a pencil and let me write," 
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and then wrote clearly [of course through the hand of the me¬ 
dium J “January 19“ [My birthday]. She said, “We always celebrate 
that day. You have ten or fifteen years of active life ahead of you 
yet." When asked if I should take up the investigation of the 
psychic held, she said: “Take it up but only after thorough study. 
When a truth comes to you, you have always dared to antagonize 
people and to be unpopular for it. Don’t hesitate to antagonize 
those who hold materialistic views regarding this. Your testimony 
will carry weight with many. It will help many as in the past you 
have helped them on social questions. 

“Every revolution began with men who believed that human 
beings are more important than things. Psychic and spiritualistic 
experience prove that men as spiritual beings are most important. 
You were wise to relinquish all official position and retire a few 
years ago in a work too largely controlled by vested interests. You 
have done your best work since, but the best of all is yet to be, 
in interpreting social change for economic opportunity and spiri¬ 
tual freedom and happiness. Don't forget the social gospel, 
though social redemption begins with the individual. You have 
been influenced by Tolstoi and he will be with you in Russia as 
your guide, though he now sees things more cosmically with wider 
horizons than he did before. You will be happy in Russia. There 
is a man over here who knew you in China and was killed by 
bandits there. He says: ‘We shall not lose the war in China.*” 

Fletcher concluded: “Well, I must be going. Good-bye, my 
friend.” In a moment Arthur Ford awoke and was quite normal^ 
although he appeared a little sleepy. He said he did not know 
who Rathenau was when I questioned him, and stated that he 
was not conscious of anything that had taken place. As 1 copied 
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the notes I had taken while the medium was in trance and looked 
them over, there appeared to be several mistakes, such as must be 
expected in the psychic field. Fletcher said, for instance, at one 
point that as I had had adventures all over the world, I should 
write the story of my life. But I had already done so in A Pil¬ 
grimage of Ideas. I challenged Fletcher with the mistake as soon 
as he said it. I was never consciously “influenced by Tolstoi," but 
rather antagonized by him. My father was not from New Eng¬ 
land, although the family had originally come from there. I pay 
little attention to how long they think a war will last. When 1 
went over my notes, however, although several of these minor 
points seemed to be wrong or doubtful, the control or medium 
had got fifty-three things right and seven of them were to me 
personally highly evidential. 

Who knew of my mothers objecting to being called “Mag¬ 
gie" except by my father? What complete stranger knew the in¬ 
timate facts of the child we had lost in India on the day of its 
birth, and of the circumstances of the death of my son and daugh¬ 
ter in America? Who knew of our relations with Walther Rath- 
enau? If it should be said that the subconscious mind of the me¬ 
dium might be able to pick from my memory things that happened 
several decades ago and had long been forgotten, this would itself 
be distinctly supernormal. Moreover, this hypothesis of either the 
medium or the control being able to select at will from the mem¬ 
ory and mental storehouse of the sitter has never been established. 
It would seem to be more natural and simple to believe that we 
were in touch with discamate intelligences and the members of 
my own family. This conviction was reinforced in the next sit¬ 
ting with Arthur Ford, where facts were given that were known 
to no one on earth but were immediately verified. 
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ing in California and learned that he was then living in his own 
beautiful home in Los Angeles. At this time I met Gerald Heard, 
the English writer, anthropologist, and mystic philosopher, who 
has been deeply influenced by Buddhism. When I asked Gerald 
Heard if he would care to go with me to see Arthur Ford as a 
perfect stranger—for Heard had but recently arrived in Cali¬ 
fornia and was known only to a few friends—he said he would 
be eager to do so, as he had been for twenty years a member in 
London of the Society for Psychical Research. This was my first 
meeting with Gerald Heard and we talked for perhaps a quarter 
of an hour. On November 2, 1940, I called for him and intro¬ 
duced him as a complete stranger to Arthur Ford. Ford chatted 
with us for a few minutes about psychic phenomena, saying 
that he himself was not sure how much of the material came 
from Fletcher, his control, and how much might possibly come 
from his subconscious self while in trance. We were told to ask 
any questions or to do anything we liked after Fletcher took con¬ 
trol, and to take notes. Ford tied the silk handkerchief about his 
eyes, relaxed in his easy chair, and soon was in apparent trance. 

Ford first faced toward me, and the control, Fletcher, speak¬ 
ing through the lips of the medium in his French-Canadian ac¬ 
cent, said he had met me before, far away (in London, 1938). 
We three then chatted freely for an hour, as simply as any three 
men meeting casually on earth. Gerald Heard and I both took 
notes of every word spoken, for it was in broad daylight, and we 
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alternately fired a steady stream of questions at Fletcher, who pro¬ 
fessed and appeared to be in touch with several of our relatives 
and friends on the other side. 

Speaking, of course, through the control, Fletcher, and in 
turn through the lips of Arthur Ford, my mother came through 
and said, “I used to call you ‘Georgie/ though Sherwood was a 
family name and also Norton. There was an ancestor of ours, 
Sherwood Norton, a simple man who lived on the land, a pioneer. 
You [Sherwood] have inherited from my side of the family te¬ 
nacity and courage. You were very earnest in youth and adopted 
four cornerstones for character: purity, honesty, surrender, and 
sacrifice. You were not happy at the end of your college course; 
but wanted to leave college. You heard a simple man with little 
knowledge of English [Moody, obviously] who moved you as he 
spoke on ‘rivers of living water/ It changed your whole life. It 
strengthened your personality. You have not a great mind, for you 
take after me. I was always forthright, at least, and could not 
dissimulate.” 

This was all correct. I took after my mother exclusively. If I 
examine my scrapbook, I find that there was a time during my 
course at Yale when I became very much dissatisfied and wanted 
to leave college and travel in Europe. I knew that I was never go¬ 
ing to be an engineer and had not found my niche or place in 
life, but my parents wisely prevailed upon me to finish college. 
Facts about the influence of Moody and his text on “rivers of liv¬ 
ing water” might have been known to anyone who read my Pil¬ 
grimage of Ideas. It is emphatically true about my mental limita¬ 
tions but most characteristic of my Spartan mother, as an unspar¬ 
ing critic, to point them out. 

Ford then faced toward Gerald Heard (whom he had never 
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before seen or heard of) and Fletcher continued: “You, man with 
the beard, you were the youngest son in the family. Your gentle 
mother was but a shadow of the egotist (your father) who over¬ 
shadowed her. She says, ‘I was but a “yes man” to your father/ 
H<- looks a bit like a priest or bishop. He was rigid, orthodox, and 
lov;»l to his church. You have overcome much of the evil effects 
of your early life. You are a rebel against tradition. They used to 
call you ‘Harry’ but dropped the name because it was your father s. 
[All Lrue.] The world is now a surprising place to you, hut you 
have not found half the mystery of the universe yet. Your mother, 
though not highly educated, was intellectual and of an intelli¬ 
gent family.” 

All this was emphatically true and highly evidential to Ger¬ 
ald Heard. His father was a church dignitary, an Anglican preb¬ 
endary—so oppressive, harsh, and dogmatic that he estranged this 
youngest son, Gerald, to the extent that he was driven away from 
religion to take an agnostic and antireligious attitude for many 
years. Gerald Heard chuckled as Fletcher described exactly his 
overshadowed mother and his proud and arrogant father. He has 
indeed been a rebel against tradition, and as a deep student of 
Buddhism and Hinduism is now a practicing mystic in southern 
California. 

The Irish poet, George Russell, was next introduced by the 
control. As Gerald Heard and I had never seen each other except 
for our first visit of a quarter of an hour and had no knowledge of 
our mutual friends and acquaintances, we were both startled at 
the introduction of George Russell and later Havelock Ellis, whom 
we had both known. As the blindfolded medium, directed by his 
control, Fletcher, faced Gerald Heard, he said: “George Russell, 
the poet, is here! He says: ‘I have a better beard than you have. 
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Give me that paper quick, and a pencil. This is the way I signed 
my name." [He writes AE, thus "/£" "Exactly!" said Gerald Heard.] 
"I am here speechless amid splendor" [said the poet]. "You are a 
mystic [George Russell to Gerald Heard]. Hello, Eddy, I knew 
you too. I admired you, though you wanted to proselytize and 
make Christians of people of a higher culture. I was always a 
pagan' and have not changed much. I met you, Eddy [in Wash¬ 
ington]. I spoke to Alexander Irvin [both Heard and I knew him 
in Los Angeles]. There is a woman here [to Gerald Heard] who 
always refused to have anything to do with the astral plane. I was 
never a theosophist, though 1 believed in reincarnation. You 
would make a good Buddhist monk." [Gerald Heard replied, "I 
hope so."] George Russell continued: "I tried to keep all the win¬ 
dows of my life open on all sides. I have not seen Jesus over here, 
nor have I met any who have. They have seen only the rays or 
effulgence from his presence. We do not talk of heaven or hell 
here. It is just life abundant. We have things and places but 
nothing enchains us here. The eightfold path’ of Gautama is for 
me simplest and perhaps best." 

This was startlingly evidential to both Gerald Heard and my 
self. Granted that the Divine Mind knows everything—whether 
the divine is personally or pantheistically conceived—a moment's 
thought will convince many that George Russell himself is the 
only human mind in the universe that knew that he knew us 
both. Neither Gerald Heard nor I knew that the other knew 
him. AE, the poet, was just a joyous and beautiful “pagan" who 
could not approve of my evangelistic work "to proselytize and 
make Christians of Hindus and Confucianists of a higher cul¬ 
ture," but who liked Gautama’s "eightfold path" that Gerald 
Heard was even then following. 
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Fletcher then continued, again addressing Gerald Heard, 
who had specialized on the sex problem in several of his books: 4 
“You are nearly right on the sex problem. You take it in a spirit¬ 
ual sense. We have the equivalent of sex here, as a beautiful, emo¬ 
tional, spiritual overtone. We have the equivalent of the ecstasy 
as a sublimation with no downward drag of the flesh." 

Fletcher continued: ‘‘There is a Chinese admiral, Ching or 
Chen, of South China here who says: ‘You came to stand beside 
my casket when they killed me [true]. I was about to sign a card 
in your meeting and the man next to me [Wu Ting-fang, Chinas 
minister in Washington] nudged me to dissuade me. I was killed 
that night and you concluded from that experience that you 
would never postpone again until “tomorrow" in calling men to 
immediate decision. You knew Sun Yat-sen, who was a dreamer. 
His courageous wife has done good work. He was not reconciled 
that his family married a general. He [Chiang Kai-shek] still reads 
vour Bible, but he is a kind of Old Testament Christian.’" The 
above statements are true and would have been most evidential 
had not some of them been published in my Pilgrimage of Ideas 
(pp. 124-125). I did give Chiang Kai-shek my marked Bible 
and perhaps he is or was "a kind of Old Testament Christian". 

The paragraph that follows seems to me highly evidential. 
When writing my Sex and Youth in 1927, 1 called on Havelock 
Ellis in London, as an author and expert on sex relations, to dis¬ 
cuss these problems with him. Gerald Heard had done the same 
thing at another time. If the reader will consider Havelock Ellis’s 
statement, “You were both in my house," he will realize that the 
only human mind in the universe that knew that fact was Ellis 
himself. I did not know that Gerald Heard had ever been in his 

* As in Gerald Heard’s Pain, Sex and Time, Harper & Brothers. 
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home, nor did he know that I had been. Neither the medium nor 
any other person on earth knew anything about this. There was 
no guessing or groping uncertainty in the whole sitting. This was 
spoken with assurance and apparently positive knowledge. In my 
judgment telepathy and clairvoyance on the part of the medium 
could not account for it. Is it not the simplest explanation that 
Havelock*Ellis was living and in touch with both of us whom he 
recognized as having been in his home? 

Fletcher continued: “Havelock Ellis is here, with his long 
white beard; he knew you both and both of you were in his home 
in London.” [When I asked Ellis what he and I talked about in 
his home, he said:] “I talked incessantly and loved it and was al¬ 
ways getting my wife out of trouble. She was a fine woman. She 
should not have come to America. I am still occupied here with 
the subject of war and sex. They are making men cannon fodder 
now in this war. You were both in my house [true]. We discussed 
sex problems in general. I gave my life to these problems. You 
[to Gerald Heard] studied in Cambridge. It ought to have been 
bombed long ago [jokingly]! Why did you go to Cambridge when 
you might have gone to Oxford? You wrote books and articles and 
editorials.” Heard was editor of the Realist. Ellis then mentioned a 
correspondent of the Manchester Guardian, known to Heard, who 
died in a New York hotel. 

Fletcher resumed: ”1 see you, Eddy, in a picture with some 
Indian boys, and Alden Clarke [secretary of the American Board, 
in Boston] has some connection with them. I see a Syrian Chris¬ 
tian and an outcaste. They are two of the most useful men in the 
Orient. Both are bishops now [obviously Azariah, the bishop of 
Dornakal, and Bishop Abraham of Travancore]. The outcaste was 
the first Anglican Indian bishop. You were present at his consecra- 
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tion, though you could take no part in that Anglican service; but 
he loved you more than any of them. The Reformed Bishop- you 
ask his name? Abraham [right], Isaac and Jacob." 

As the medium again faced Gerald Heard, Fletcher said: 
“You lived near Bristol and Cornwall." [“Right,” said Heard. "We 
lived ten miles from Bristol and were there for eighteen years”.] 
Facing me again, Fletcher resumed: ‘Tour mother is here again, 
holding the hands of her two grandchildren, Margaret and Arden. 
Conan Doyle is here also. He says: ‘In the last war I did not then 
first discover psychic facts, for I had studied them for twenty vears, 
but the war was a challenge to me to share my knowledge and ex¬ 
perience with those bereaved and without faith. Today we face 
another crisis. Many have lost their faith and are in cynicism and 
despair. You two men both write and speak, and are known and 
trusted, so that your word would carry weight. We need at this 
tragic hour a crusade for spiritual things, especially regarding 
survival and the life beyond. There is need, with so many be¬ 
reaved and concerned in this war, to be as shining lights, giving 
this knowledge and evidence to those who need it.'” 

Ford then showed signs of the power leaving him. He awoke 
heavily, took the silk handkerchief from his eyes, and professed 
not to know who AE (George Russell) was, nor remember any 
thing that had taken place. 

Nearly all of the statements made in this sitting were correct, 
and there was no waste material and no apparent groping or guess¬ 
ing. The medium was strikingly correct about Gerald Heard's 
family, his autocratic and harsh father and “shadow" mother, his 
early name Harry, as mine was George, both dropped because they 
were our fathers’ names, mine after my father’s death when my 
mother could not bear having the name spoken in her presence. 
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Regarding facts which were mentioned in no book on earth, and 
known to no person on earth, neither to the medium nor to my 
self, I for my part can find no adequate explanation save the 
simplest of all, that these people were living “beyond the death 
line" and could contact and get in touch with some on earth if 
the proper means of communication between the two worlds were 
used. 


SITTING OF AUGUST 19, 1942 

Arthur Ford was a guest in my home on August 19 and 20, 
1942. While we were chatting one evening, to my surprise I saw 
him begin to fold his silk handkerchief quite casually, evidently 
preparing for a sitting for which I would never have thought of 
asking while he was a guest. Without any explanation, he leaned 
back in his easy chair and within five minutes he was apparently 
in deep trance. His control, Fletcher, with whom I had twice be¬ 
fore talked—in London in 1938 and in Los Angeles in the me¬ 
diums home two years before with Gerald Heard—began to talk 
of course through the lips of Ford. 

I greeted him and asked if this was Fletcher. He said, ‘Tes, 
my full name was L. Fletcher G.” (at his request I use only his 
middle name). I asked him, “What was the password in the col¬ 
lege fraternity to which you and Arthur Ford belonged in the last 
year you were together?” He said, “ Dunamis ” (correct: the Greek 
word for power), and he continued: ‘The place where I saw you 
in London has been bombed and destroyed.” He was very ready 
with names of our family on both sides of the house, both of the 
departed and of those on earth. No names had been mentioned to 
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Ford previously and many of them he could not have known by 
normal means. Fletcher said: ‘There is a beautiful girl about 
thirty here [presumably my daughter, Margaret] who has been 
over here only a few years [eight at that time]. She resembles her 
father. She says, wistfully, as she looks about the room: i recog¬ 
nize things here. They remind me of old times but I miss one 
person, my son [Arden]. I am glad to see he is in good hands. 1 
miss him here at home but he is happily in camp, where he has 
become a good swimmer. He will be with you here for a few days 
before his school opens in the South.’ ” 

Fletcher said: “Your daughter [Margaret] is happy here. She 
was, and is still, a teacher. She says: ‘My work [teaching inter¬ 
pretive dancing for Ruth St. Denis] got my husband into some 
difficulties. The people he worked for thought 1 was not sedate 
enough. Kerry [correct—her husband’s name] is a teacher. 1 le is 
happy and working hard. He needs a well-ordered home. I got 
“fed up” staying at home [she was restless]. I blamed Dad, for 
when growing up we traveled so much to such awful places. If 
Dad had a choice he would always choose the jungle rather than 
a comfortable abode. I never got in bed in India hut that I looked 
for snakes.’” (I asked if she was afraid of snakes. She said: “No, 
but I did not care to get in bed with them.”) 

Margaret continued: “It is well that my dear boy, Arden, is 
going south soon. It will be a big opportunity for Kerry [in the col¬ 
lege in Georgia], and it will be good even for Arden, though it 
does not present such an educational opportunity as he has had 
in New York [in the Horace Mann and Lincoln schools]. Arden 
is too old to be spoiled now [nine years old]. There is a lot of 
Eddy in him [all true]. He is sensitive and needs a lot of love. He 
will have the influence of his father in the South, which is all- 
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important. Kerry is devoted to the boy. Don’t worry about him. 
The average Sunday-school teacher teaches things Arden would 
regret or have to unlearn later and fortunately he is not getting 

such teaching.” 

“Your mother is here; her name is Margaret and your daugh¬ 
ter here was named after her. They are happy that Sherwood is 
to be busy in this war, as in the last war, and he will begin his work 
for soldiers in September. The work for the armed forces is very 
important and will last a long time. You must give them a sane 
message, mentioning survival or immortality only briefly, but the 
evidence or proof of survival they will never forget. It will re¬ 
main with them. It should not be the subject of an address but 
adorn it as a jewel and a bright hope. Your record in the first 
World War was good. (Some object that you were then a paci¬ 
fist, you say?) But many others have been so before. Yours was not 
a bigoted or blind pacifism. All Christians see that war is a terrible 
evil, hut you are not against defense in this war which you see as 
a necessary evil. I would that we might get beyond war, but 
this will not be the last war, I regret to say. Kitchener, over here, 
says it will be five years more before the armies can demobilize. 
You will find these soldiers different in their mentality from those 
in the last war. They are better educated now, but with little re¬ 
ligious background. They will need religion, but it must be stated 
in scientific, not technical terms. 

“Ozora Davis is here and has been helping you, Sherwood, 
and there is also a Chinese here whom you knew in Changsha; 
Sun Yat-sen you also knew. Did you know his attractive, ethereal, 
birdlike, beautiful wife? Ozora Davis says: ‘You, Sherwood, were 
friendly with Gandhi who said: ‘God is a most exacting person¬ 
age.’ As to the future of India? She will get her freedom under- 
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written by the Allied Nations. You ask if Gandhi is right? Ilis 
motives are right. But we regret to see so much suffering. It would 
be a travesty of freedom if the United Nations fight for the free¬ 
dom of other nations only to deny it to India. The British ruling 
classes are doomed. They cannot continue longer to live on un¬ 
earned income. The raw materials and food supply of the earth 
are meant for all Gods children. But they are so ill distributed! 
Unearned wealth for the privileged few means poverty for the 
masses. The princes of India must lose their special privileges and 
go with the ruling classes. As the people have never governed 
themselves and cannot do so now they will need a strong central 
government. The government of Roosevelt is not wholly unlike 
diat of Stalin. He is a great politician and a great humanitarian 
as well!" 

I was surprised to hear from Ozora Davis, head of the Con¬ 
gregational School of Theology in Chicago. He was deeply inter¬ 
ested in psychic investigation and had some remarkable experiences 
including “apports,” which I shall mention later. He was sensitive 
to the bitter criticism of and prejudice against psychic research, 
as were some younger ministers who were associated with him in 
making these investigations. 

"Your father, Alfred Eddy, is here and sends his love to vour 
brother Brewer, to David, Russell, and George. Your wife’s father 
laughs about hunting. [My father died in Colorado when we 
were deer shooting at an altitude of twelve thousand feet, which 
was too high for his weak heart.] Your wife’s father did not ap¬ 
prove of hunting, as a clergyman; but yours did, Sherwood, as an 
American layman. Your father says: 1 was surprised when I passed 
over, when I woke up over here as it were. A man as old as I 
should have had more sense than to climb so high when I was not 
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well. We were long-lived on both sides of my family, but I 
worked too hard; I raced too much. Yes, Sherwood is working 
hard, but not too hard; and he is working without strain. He is 
good for ten or fifteen years of hard work ahead. He should not 
take too strenuous exercise, however!'” Fletcher said: “I can see 
you with your father before a fire [a blazing campfire in Colo¬ 
rado; we were eating venison when my father died suddenly and 
peacefully]. It was a nice way to go.” 

Fletcher continued: “You ask, should Sherwood take a pub¬ 
lic stand on psychic matters? Well, why not? You never were afraid. 
But keep your feet on the earth. Do as you are now doing. Don’t 
lose your human contacts. Drop the seed of truth wisely and tact¬ 
fully in prejudiced minds and let it grow. Don’t make any sensa¬ 
tional statement regarding psychic matters. You, Sherwood, always 
believed in and knew of immortality. Our psychic evidence only 
buttresses the faith of people. Don’t write a book yet on psychic 
matters, till you get enough real scientific evidence. Ask for rea¬ 
sonable scientific controls; don’t place it on a basis of blind faith 
or ask for mere credulity. Most mediums, however, don’t like 
such controls, for which they don't see the necessity.” 

In three or four minutes, Ford began to stretch and yawn; he 
took off the handkerchief and appeared exactly as if waking from 
deep sleep. He had followed his custom of going into trance by 
the Indian yoga method. He awoke refreshed and said he knew 
nothing of the conversation that had been conducted entirely by 
Fletcher, his control. Of facts and names mentioned on the pre¬ 
ceding pages all with which I am acquainted are correct. Through¬ 
out we appeared to be in communication with an intelligent 
mind in Fletcher, who seemed to be in touch with many mem¬ 
bers of my family here, and in the world of spirit there. The 
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control, Fletcher, spoke rapidly, with assurance, without guessing 
or groping, and was very accurate on names, getting twenty two 
correctly. He seemed a common-sense, factual and somewhat spirit¬ 
ual person. 

1 am only one of many who have received similar evidence 
through this medium, Arthur Ford. There are hundreds in Amer¬ 
ica, England, and Australia who could supplement and confirm 
this evidence. On one occasion, llpton Sinclair told me that he 
took from his files letters from four persons who had died: Jack 
London, Eugene Debs, the Danish writer, Brandes, and one 
other. He sealed these in four blank envelopes and Ford by psychic 
means referred correctly to the contents of three of the four 
letters. Upton Sinclair also wrote to me: “McDougall, my wife, 
and I had a very interesting experience with Arthur Ford. I 
had four envelopes, tightly sealed and absolutely opaque. Each 
contained a letter from a person no longer living. Ford started 
talking about Jack London and told a lot about him. The en¬ 
velopes remained unopened to the end. He told us several things 
that were correct, about the contents of three of the letters. 1 made 
notes of what he said, and afterwards McDougall, my wife, and 1 
checked over the notes, and McDougall agreed with us that there 
was undoubtedly supernormal power.” 

In this chapter lack of space has confined my evidences of 
survival to only two psychics or mediums. I could have used a 
score. Some of these I shall refer to in the chapters that follow. 
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OWING TO THE GRADUAL APPROACH TO PSYCHIC EVIDENCE FOR 
survival which I have felt compelled to make because of the 
prejudice of so many readers, I have reserved some of the strongest 
evidence until the simpler phenomena had been presented. The 
sensitive or psychic whose work we shall now examine is not a 
professional medium and has not had to support himself by the ex¬ 
ercise of his gifts, but has always been financially independent 
and engaged in business. He is E. A. Macbeth, of Rhinebeck-on- 
Hudson. It was fortunate for me that my Quaker friend intro¬ 
duced me first of all to this remarkably gifted man. His gifts in¬ 
clude the direct voice, where his control and our departed friends 
speak with their own voices and not through the lips of any 
medium; independent writing, where no human hand touches 
the pencil or paper; healing of unusual cases by direct psychic 
means without the use of medicine; the gift of psychometry, 
and finally of various forms of physical mediumship which, as 
the most difficult, I shall refer to last of all. 
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Dr. Macbeth is wholly unlike his control. Father Tobe, who is 
by far the most remarkable I have ever known or heard of in the 
psychic field. He was a doctor of philosophy in Ireland a cen¬ 
tury ago, and finally came to America. The day of his “death’ — 
which he calls his birthday in the other world—was April 2, 
1852, almost a century ago, at Elizabethtown, Kentucky. 1 my 
self have no psychic gifts whatever nor any desire to have them, 
but I have talked with this great personality literally by the hour 
with his rich deep voice, like a Russian bass, not only heard by a 
score of persons who were often present but in a voice that often 
could have been heard by an audience of a thousand people. We 
freely asked scores of questions in the course of these three-hour 
sittings. I have exchanged jokes with him when everyone present 
was in peals of laughter at his keen Irish wit. There was never 
anything morbid or unnatural in these sittings. They were, how¬ 
ever, deeply spiritual and we always began with the Lord’s Prayer 
and certain Christian hymns. 

Dr. E. A. Macbeth was at one time a practicing physician 
and has been for many years fully engaged in various forms of 
business. I have had sittings with Dr. Macbeth more than a score 
of times, with from one to twenty persons present. We always met 
informally as a group of friends, and no question of finances was 
ever raised nor was any sitting or service of healing by Macbeth 
ever paid for to my knowledge during the entire decade. I think 
he could have been deeply offended by any offer of payment. I 
have known Dr. Macbeth intimately as a personal friend in many 
relationships and I have never had any occasion to question his 
natural integrity. In every sitting where mental mediumship, or 
psychometry, or independent writing is used, there is always 
full light; but where physical mediumship is involved, where the 
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direct voice is used, or healing is sought, the sitting often take., 
place in the dark. 

This darkness makes possible a necessary technique that is 
perplexing to the beginner. I may be pardoned for reminding 
such a beginner that not only are photographic plates developed 
in the absence of light, but the conception of all life takes place 
in the dark. Seeds sprout in the dark but grow into the light. The 
womb is in a dark ruby light which does not affect the fetus and 
it is in such darkness that a photographic plate could be devel¬ 
oped. The power of physical mediumship and the production of 
the direct voice is multiplied in the dark. Of course, this gives 
room for fraud if one is dealing with chicanery, but fraud seldom 
gets very far except with the credulous, and cannot validate 
itself under the scientific controls demanded by the critical mind. 

I will begin by giving my records of a few typical sittings 
with Dr. Macbeth. On June 14, 1938, a group of friends gathered 
at Dr. Macbeth's apartment in the Hotel Ansonia at Broadway 
and Seventy-third Street, New York. There were present Dr. 
Henry Hardwicke, then secretary of the New York Society for 
Psychical Research, my secretary, Miss Barbara Parker, my wife 
and myself. There was also present a young lady, Miss R. D., who 
was an instructor in a leading university. She had become alarmed 
at her recent discovery of her own psychic gifts and afraid that 
her academic career and means of support might be jeopardized 
if it were discovered that she had such gifts. 

At this sitting on June 14, 1938, the young lady, Miss R. D., 
was first tested for her psychic gifts and was asked to give a read¬ 
ing for Mrs. Macbeth, which she did by looking at the palm of 
her hand, stating correctly many facts about her life. She then 
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described the aura 1 of every member of the group. Mine was ex¬ 
actly the same as stated independently by two great psychics in 
different states, and by others who confirmed it later. Dr. Mac¬ 
beth said that the young lady had very remarkable gifts of clair¬ 
voyance, clairaudience, and clairsentience, hut that she was at the 
parting of the ways and would have to utilize and acknowledge 
these gifts or suppress them. He believed it would be dangerous 
to suppress them. Although her exercise of these gifts might cause 
persecution and a certain loss of prestige, he maintained that the 
alternative might be even more disastrous, and he strongly advised 
her to take her gifts as a God-given responsibility and acknowl¬ 
edge them. 

Dr. Macbeth then gave us an example of psychometry. It 
was the first I had seen. Dr. Hardwicke, secretary of the New 
York Society for Psychical Research, gave him his watch. Mac¬ 
beth then told the history of the watch and just who had given it 
to Dr. Hardwicke. He described every member of his family, call¬ 
ing them by their names and some of them by their nicknames. 
Dr. Hardwicke s daughter had been killled and badly smashed up 
and disfigured in an automobile accident a few weeks before. 
Macbeth said that every member of Dr. Hardwicke s family was 
psychic and that his daughter before her death knew she was go¬ 
ing to be taken and had said good-bye to her friends, saying that 
she would not see them again. At a session for materialization a 
few days before, Dr. Hardwicke told us that his daughter had 
materialized, crossed the room, called her father out under the 
light, had thrown back her head and said, “Look at me.” The doc- 

1 Webster defines the aura as “a persuasive psychic influence supposed 
to emanate from persons.” See the glossary of terms. 
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tor saw her face, beautiful and whole, with no sign of the scars 
that he had seen on her face just before she died, after the auto¬ 
mobile accident. Dr. Macbeth went on and told some twenty- 
five points that were correct with regard to Dr. Hardwicke, his 
family, and the history of his watch. Dr. Hardwicke said it was a 
perfect reading, wrong in no single detail. Dr. Macbeth then took 
an object given by each of the other members of the group, and 
told the story of the trinket or watch or object and the persons 
connected with it, without as complete accuracy, however, as in 
the case of Dr. Hardwicke. 

I will now mention one or two instances of Macbeth's in¬ 
dependent writing taken from my records. On November 29, 
1937, I went with my wife to the apartment of Dr. and Mrs. 
Macbeth in the Hotel Ansonia. Dr. Macbeth is one of three or 
four people known to several of us in this country who has the 
fully developed gift of independent writing. In automatic writing, 
a person holds a pencil or pen and writes, supposed to be guided 
by an unseen control in the spiritual world. The obvious limita¬ 
tion is that one can never be sure whether any or all of the ma¬ 
terial is furnished or “colored" by the conscious or unconscious self 
of the person doing the automatic writing. In independent writ¬ 
ing, no human hand touches the pencil or paper. I have witnessed 
this a number of times. 

On the first occasion, we carried into the room a heavy, flat, 
hardwood table about four by three feet. Everything was done in 
full light. Macbeth placed a new ten-cent Woolworth pad of 
paper on the table and we all placed our hands upon it lightly for 
a few minutes. We then opened every leaf and made sure that 
it was a fresh pad with nothing written on any page. Macbeth 
then placed the pad of paper, with a small pencil beside it, in the 
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. enter of the table, covered it with a dark cloth which four of 
us (he and his wife, my wife and I) held lightly with our fingers 
a foot above the table, thus leaving a dark cabinet over the 
tabletop about a foot high, but with everyone’s hands always in 
sight, in full light. 

Presently there were three distinct taps on the pad to indi¬ 
cate that "Father Tobe,” the control, was beginning to write. We 
could feel the cloth vibrate under our hands, and could hear a 
slight sound upon the pad of paper. For about ten or twelve min¬ 
utes the writing continued. There were then three gentle taps on 
the pad, quite clear and distinct, to indicate that Tobe had fin 
ished. Together we lifted the cloth and there lay the Woolworth 
pad with four clearly written pages in fine writing in pencil. 
We tore these off one by one, from the glued pad, and the four 
pages were handed to me and I read them aloud. 1 have in my 
hand these four pages, signed by Father Tobe. They are written 
without punctuation points, but clearly and grammatically. Tobe 
referred to our son and daughter, who he says were with him, 
and expressed the hope that they would be able to communicate 
directly with us in the future. Here is the independent writing: 

My dear Friend: I have tried very hard indeed to 
bring about conditions that would permit vour own to 
write but I find, owing to conditions over which I have no 
control, that is impossible. At this time I therefore am 
writing in their stead and hope before long you can re 
ceive a message direct. Your work, my friend, is very 
commendatory and I am watching its results with much 
interest. The world is full of chaos and chaotic conditions, 
and it will take the unselfish service of many souls to 
mould the opinions of those who rule, and imbue them 
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with the desire to serve the many and come to know that 
through them greed, if not checked, will cause more 
chaos and finally universal bloodshed. You are carrying 
the torch and we from this side admonish that you hold 
it high lest you encounter the snares of the insidious. 
Your darling daughter and son are here with me and ex- 
* press their heart full of love and greetings. Both are 
adding to your spiritual strength and both (are) con¬ 
stantly with you all in the home. Margaret asks that I 
give you her undying love and devotion and asks that 
you kiss her baby for her. She is so proud of the care you 
are giving it and wants you to know she is always around 
to influence and help. With these dear greetings from 
your children, my friend, and blessing from me, may I 
add my hope that soon conditions will be better. 

[Signed] Tobe 

In the next instance of independent writing, I have not the 
permission to give the names of persons now living who are con¬ 
nected with it. Many years ago in Philadelphia, I knew and 
worked with the Reverend Floyd W. Tomkins, rector of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity, and I spoke in his church. Soon af¬ 
ter sending his New Years greetings to his church on January i, 
1932, he was taken fatally ill and in his last unfinished letter 
wrote to his family: “Remember, my children, the dead do not re¬ 
turn”; he died with his pen in his hands. Several years later, Dr. 
Macbeth was giving a public demonstration of independent 
writing before several hundred persons and got a signed message 
from Dr. Floyd Tomkins for a member of his family who was pres¬ 
ent. It was so evidential and convincing that when she met Dr. 
Macbeth on the street the next day, she invited him to her home, 
where Father Tobe gave Macbeth the order: “Write for her.” 
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Paper and a blanket were brought and Tobe by independent 
writing wrote the following message from the Reverend Floyd 
Tomkins, which was signed in his own handwriting with exactly 
the same signature which he had used on his New Year’s greet 
ings to his church on January i, 1932. The following is the 
message: 


My loved ones I must come and bless this reunion 
of souls. I have been enthralled by my experiences and 
am anxious indeed to gain strength to impart to my loved 
ones these wonderful unfoldments. Earthly environments 
seemed to dim my sight and while I doubted the possi¬ 
bility of spirit return even to my last utterance, 1 should 
have known naught else could be true for by these min¬ 
istrations and visitations only can we bring permanent 
understanding and peace to those who wait and doubt. 

All love to you. 

[Signed] Floyd W. Tomkins 

1 have before me the photostatic copy of this writing and of 
Dr. lomkinss signature on his New Year’s greetings of January 1, 
1932, and they are in exactly the same characteristic hand¬ 
writing. Upon seeing this writing, the relative present went to 
her trunk and got out Dr. Tomkins’s 1932 New Year’s message 
and a copy of his last unfinished letter ending with the sentence: 
“Remember, my children, the dead do not return,” and verified 
the fact of Dr. Tomkins’s characteristic signature. I have other 
samples of Father Tobe’s independent writing before me with 
the facsimile signatures of the persons who sent the messages, 
which I shall file with the American Society of Psychical Re¬ 
search. 
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DIRECT-VOICE SITTINGS 

I must now copy from my records several direct-voice sittings 
where Father Tobe spoke to us in his mellow, deep, bass voice 
(which none who heard will ever forget) after which he enabled 
our departed relatives and friends to speak to us directly with their 
own voices. The procedure in these sittings was nearly always the 
same. The friends who were to take part in the sitting gathered 
either at Dr. Macbeth’s apartment in the Ansonia Hotel or at his 
home at Rhinebeck-on-Hudson. After chatting for some time, 
while in full light, we could hear Father Tobe s word to Mac¬ 
beth to begin the sitting. We always gathered in a circle, turned 
out the light, joined in repeating the Lord’s Prayer, and some¬ 
times sang several hymns. When we came to the old hymn, “In the 
Sweet Bye and Bye,” Father Tobe usually joined us with his deep 
bass voice, pitched several notes below any other in the room. 

The sensitive, or psychic, Dr. Macbeth, whom Father Tobe 
always called his “instrument,” sat in the circle but was never in 
trance during the sitting. If he ever spoke or tried to help out, as 
when he would say, “Sherwood, that is your father speaking,” he 
was always reproved and told to keep silent, that Tobe would 
either make the persons identify themselves or would withdraw 
them if their voices were too feeble to be heard. An aluminum 
trumpet, like one used by a college cheer leader, was placed in 
the center of the circle and was usually levitated above the sitters 
throughout the session, the voices appearing to come from above 
us. Often we used two trumpets, Dr. Macbeth's and my own. No 
two voices were quite alike and none resembled that of 
the medium. 
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Usually Father Tobe spoke and answered questions for from 
a quarter of an hour to an hour; then our departed relatives spoke 
to their acquaintances in the circle and carried on conversations 
with the Lord’s Prayer and the benediction “In the name of the 
the “instrument” would wane and the sitting would be termi¬ 
nated. The power was said to be drawn partly from the medium's 
solar plexus and partly from all the members of the group, al¬ 
though in varying degrees. Father Tobe usually closed the session 
with Lhe Lord’s Prayer and the benediction “In the name of the 
Father, and the Son and the Holy Ghost.” He would then af¬ 
fectionately bid us all good night and the levitated trumpet 
would crash to the floor. Although the voices of beginners on the 
other side were often feeble, all the voices were heard by all who 
were present, for it required no psychic gift whatever to hear 
them. All in the group were free to ask questions throughout the 
sitting and there was never any sense of strain, or of tension or 
formality. Father Tobe’s keen sense of humor and his occasional 
jokes tended to keep all relaxed. Everything was as natural and 
spontaneous as in a social meeting of friends or in an old- 
fashioned prayer meeting that some members of the older genera¬ 
tion could remember. 

In more than a score of sittings with Father Tobe, I never 
knew of the intrusion of a single “evil spirit,” or evil influence. 
There was never any confusion or static or crossing of wires or “in¬ 
vasion” of any unwanted control or spirit, or any untoward cir¬ 
cumstance. Anyone who really met Father Tobe had to meet him 
on a high, spiritual plane where the virtues of faith, hope, and 
love prevailed. The undisguised affection expressed between 
members of a family who were separated in the visible and in¬ 
visible worlds was often very touching and the tone of every sit- 
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ting was joyous and triumphant rather than solemn. Many oi 
these sittings reminded me of the morning and evening praya 
times with Gandhi in his ashram in India. The Spirit of God 
seemed to control in both these groups, although I have no doubt 
that some harsh, orthodox fundamentalists, who are assured of 
eternal punishment for those outside the pale, would he equally 
shocked in both groups. For myself, I can only be thankful that I 
was privileged to enjoy the spiritual fellowship of both Gandhi 
and Father Tobe. 


SITTING OF MARCH 12, 1938 

Present: Thomas G. Herendeen, Anne Wiggin, Mr. Endor, 
Jessie Way, Dr. and Mrs. E. A. Macbeth, Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood 
Eddy. When Father Tobe began to speak, he seemed distressed and 
burdened over the present world situation, now darkened by the 
imminent probability of World War II. He said things were near¬ 
ing the end of peace and that this war would be more frightful 
than we could dream. When I said that Germany and Japan were 
probably too poor to fight for more than a year, he said that on 
the contrary they might fight for many years, that the United 
States would inevitably be drawn into the conflict and that we 
would be seriously menaced on the west by Japan. He said that 
they were striving in the world of spirit for peace, but that greed 
for power and other forces on earth were dragging the world 
swiftly toward the great catastrophe of which he seemed to have 
a deep horror. 

After Tobe had spoken about the war and answered our 
questions for more than a quarter of an hour, we all heard a 

140 


IN TOUCH WITH TWO WORLDS 


rather feeble voice through the trumpet, which had been levi¬ 
tated near the ceiling, say “Sherwood.” When I asked “Who are 
you?” the voice said: “Horace—Horace Pitkin.” [Horace Pitkin, 
my Yale classmate, was beheaded in the Boxer Uprising in China 
in 1900.] He spoke of old times, of the sufferings of China, and 
of the hope of a united China for the future. There was little 
that was evidential in what he said. Ostensibly he spoke as a 
feeble beginner and soon said “Good night.” 

Very early in the sitting, my son, Arden, spoke in a remark¬ 
ably strong, clear, and natural voice, utterly different from that 
of Macbeth, or Tobe, or the feeble voice of Pitkin. (He passed 
from this life on April 17, 1917, at the age of fifteen, a victim of 
pneumonia near the close of World War I. That would be some 
thirty years previous to this sitting and he would now be over 
forty five if he had lived.) He spoke as a mature, independent 
personality showing deep affection, and he always spoke with 
poise and a good sense of humor. In answer to questions, he said 
that he too was concerned about the menace of World War 11 and 
that they were helping on that side all they could. He said he 
was with his sister, Margaret, under the direction of Father Tobe 
who was a great guide or master over there. When I asked about 
Tobe’s position there, Arden asked Tobe if he might answer and 
lobe’s deep voice from a different part of the room answered 
quite clearly that he could. Arden said he was with Tobe in his 
daily treatments of a personal friend of mine who had been crip¬ 
pled in an accident. 

My son spoke strongly with the direct voice for about half an 
hour and answered questions asked by his mother and me as 
naturally as if we were members of an unbroken family circle, 
some in the visible and some in the invisible world. He spoke of 
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his mother s wonderful care of “little Arden” (my grandson, named 
for my son, whom he calls “big Arden”). He spoke of my work 
and of my aggressive impatience, without which he said I could 
not have done so much. He volunteered to tell us of his experi¬ 
ence when he passed into spirit and gave us the name of “the man 
with a beard” who had helped him there and of his own work in 
helping others who came over. He spoke of the little daughter we 
lost in India, Mary Arden, who, he said, was now the guide of 
our grandson, Arden. 

When I asked what happened to him when he passed over, 
he said, “I thought I fell asleep. When I awoke, an elderly man 
with a beard named Aaron Shedd was standing by me. He in¬ 
formed me that I had passed over. He told me many things and 
then took me to a school where we were taught how to live in 
harmony and happiness, and other things we needed to know 
over here.” Arden said Shedd s work, and now his also, was to help 
those who awoke when they came over to the world of spirit. 
When asked if he had seen Christ, he said, “No, only the dazzling 
light of his presence as yet.” When he said he was interested in 
the book I planned to write, I asked, “Which of the three am I 
contemplating?” He said the one on psychic phenomena of which 
there was great need, because of the blindness and prejudice, 
the ignorance and superstition of people on this subject, upon 
which light was needed. Father Tobe humorously injected that 
he hoped I would not get out my book before he and Macbeth 
finished the one they were writing. Arden volunteered without 
any question that he was deeply interested in our work on the 
farm in Mississippi and thought that the worst of our trials there 
were over. 

A number of other persons spoke as relatives or friends of the 
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sitters. Our daughter, Margaret, spoke and Arden said she was 
working with music there and that she loved it. He said that my 
aggressive mother was very busy and at first was trying to run 
everything over there, at which we all laughed. Arden closed with 
a beautiful poem which was spoken too rapidly for us to catch it 
clearly or to make a record of it. 

The noted former medium, Slater, who a year before the end 
of World War I was said to have foretold to a large audience the 
exact day it was to end, then spoke to his companion, Mr. En- 
dor. After some two hours of speaking by various persons with 
the direct voice the trumpet fell to the ground. Macbeth, who 
had been fully conscious throughout, was then put into deep 
trance for a few moments to rest him.. He awoke quite naturally, 
refreshed, turned on the lights and conversed with us for an 
hour. The whole evening was deeply impressive to everyone pres¬ 
ent. I am reminded that Macbeth has been having these sittings 
with many hundreds of people for over fifty years and that large 
numbers have shared in such experiences. 


SITTING OF APRIL 16, 1938 

I had sittings with E. A. Macbeth, at the Ansonia Hotel, 
New York, on April 13, April 16, and June 2, 1938, with some 
twelve or fifteen persons present at each. As much of the first sit¬ 
ting was of a private nature, and as the third dealt chiefly with 
theological questions which I shall consider later, I will here con¬ 
fine myself to the sitting of April 16, 1938. After opening with 
the Lord’s Prayer and the usual hymns, Father Tobe spoke to us 
first for about half an hour and, as far as time permitted, answered 
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clearly and intelligently all questions that were put to him by the 
fifteen persons who were present. My son, Arden, spoke to his 
mother and me, who were on opposite sides of the room, for 
about twenty minutes, and we carried on a natural and affection 
ate conversation. Never once did he utter a word that implied that 
he was ignorant of any detail of our home life as he had known it 
in the past, and he seemed to know it equally well in the present. 
There were no breaks, or blind spots, or ignorant mistakes that 
would have probably occurred if some medium, or person on the 
other side, had been trying to impersonate him. 

Early in the sitting, my father came through and called for 
me. He said it was the first time he had ever attempted to speak 
to anyone on this side, and he was not sure if he could make him¬ 
self heard. His voice gained in strength and became very clear as 
he spoke for about twenty minutes. As I said in a previous sitting 
with Arthur Ford, he spoke quite naturally of the circumstances 
of his sudden death. He had been suffering from overwork during 
the last year or two of his life, and had a weak heart. With my 
brother, Brewer, and two friends, we had gone deer shooting in 
Colorado late in August, 1894, and we had foolishly gone to an 
elevation of some twelve thousand feet for our last camp. 

On September 4, 1 had gone out for the early morning shoot¬ 
ing and when I returned I found my father alone in the tent. As 
I was then preparing to go as a missionary to India, I got out my 
New Testament and began to read it for my usual ‘morning 
watch," not realizing how lonely my father probably was. He said, 
"Read aloud, my boy." Not knowing it was the last talk we were 
to have on earth, I read the whole of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
chapters of the Gospel of John. Then we discussed those "many 
mansions," or resting places, or wayside caravanserais, which the 
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dragoman would go forward to prepare as shelters or stages where 
travelers might rest. And we spoke together of Christ as “the pio¬ 
neer and perfecter of our faith” who, like the Oriental dragoman, 
had gone to prepare a place for us. Neither of us had any doubt 
of those “many mansions/’ and to my father, with his weak heart, 
they probably seemed wistfully near. 

That night when I came in, all were sitting round the roar¬ 
ing campfire laughing, talking and eating venison. My father 
said: “Get your plates for venison, boys, and join us. Frank 
[the guide] need not think he can fool me with bacon instead 
of venison.” My father sat next to me on my right, as we were eat¬ 
ing. Suddenly I heard a sigh or deep breath and I turned to look 
at him. Without dropping his knife or fork, or falling from his 
camp stool, his head had fallen forward and he had passed in- 
standy away. There was no pain, no parting, no deathbed scene. 
Supposing he survived and opened his eyes shortly after upon a 
new scene or group, how would he know that he had, as we say, 
“died”? 

My father said: “I passed over due to the high elevation to 
which we had gone, which was too much for my weak heart, 
which had suffered from overwork on the railway. 1 did not 
realize at first that I had ‘died/ as you say on earth, until I met my 
old friends, Mr. Bass and Mr. Kellogg, an engineer of the rail¬ 
way.” As soon as my father said “the railway,” hoping to get some¬ 
thing evidential I said: “What railway, father?” lie answered, 
‘The Katy.” He had been receiver of the Missouri, Kansas & 
Texas Railway, but as we had traveled over this road together in 
my father’s private car, at home we always called it affection¬ 
ately the “Katy,” as many others did. Most of the group present 
would not know what he was talking about, but of course I did. 
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I had never heard of Mr. Bass or Mr. Kellogg and no one of the 
fifteen persons present had ever heard of them, so this could not 
have been taken from my mind or memory by telepathy. When 
later I asked my uncle, he told me that Kellogg was a civil en¬ 
gineer responsible for keeping many miles of the railway in repair. 

When I asked my father in this sitting concerning our last 
morning in the tent, he said that we were reading together “the 
Scripture.” When I asked him, “How is Mother?” he replied, 
“She is as dynamic and aggressive as ever, and consequently she 
had a rather hard time over here at first, but she always was a 
wonderful woman.” This remark was quite characteristic of him. 
When I asked him about his work over there, he said: “I always 
was an organizer and I am organizing over here, working for 
others. This is the first time I have ever spoken to any of you over 
there and I feel very new at it. Can you hear me, son? Your 
mother, Margaret, and Arden are with me here. Dana is over here, 
but not with us here at the moment. We watch the progress of 
little Arden, who is such a fine boy, of great promise, and we like 
his father. I am with you very much of the time, more than you 
would believe if I told you.” 

When I asked him if he was using the aluminum trumpet, 
he answered, “Yes.” When I asked, “In which end of the trumpet 
are you speaking?” he said he did not know. There was some very 
evidential material in what my father said, and he spoke with 
remarkable clarity for a first attempt. His knowledge of what 
took place on our last day in the tent in Colorado, of the circum¬ 
stances of his death, of his heart trouble, of his association with 
the Katy railway, of Kellogg as an engineer of the railway, of 
whom I had never heard, and of other things known only to 
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myself in the large group present, were completely convincing 
to me. 

After my father, some twenty persons spoke to relatives and 
friends in our circle, including Dr. Frizell, whom I had known as 
a former Congregational minister in Washington, D. C., and as 
lormer president of Hampton Institute, Virginia. He spoke to his 
daughter, who was present, and then quite unexpectedly called 
mv name and gave me a personal greeting. A bacteriologist was 
sitting on my right who could see the trumpet levitated above us. 
He had known and worked with the great Surgeon General 
Gorgas, and General Leonard Wood, fighting yellow fever in 
Cuba and in the Panama Canal Zone when they were destroying 
the mosquitoes before building the canal. 1 was barely listening 
to the conversation of others and was thinking of my fathers 
words, which were still ringing in my ears, when General Woods 
voice, speaking above us, turned from the bacteriologist to say, “I 
remember you, Sherwood Eddy.’ I replied, “I remember you, 
General Wood, and every word of our conversation as we were 
sitting at a baseball game in Manila, when you were governor of 
the Philippines. I remember that big George Kelly, first base- 
man of McGraws New York Giants, was at bat and what we said 
in our conversation at the time but I was only one of thousands 
you saw in the Philippines and I did not think you would re¬ 
member me.” 

The whole evening was an unusually strong one as the voices 
of a score of people, all different and all speaking in their own 
direct voices, came through and spoke to us for three hours. So 
far as I could learn, no single mistake was made in any of the 
messages. Everyone present seemed to be completely convinced of 
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the reality and genuineness of the voices and of the personalities 
of the departed who were present. No one believed that we were 
listening to a clever exhibition of ventriloquism or merely of te¬ 
lepathy on the part of the sensitive Macbeth, who was sitting there 
in silence. Much of the material was intimate, evidential, and 
quite beyond the reach of any possible information he might 
have. 


FATHER TOBE’S THEOLOGY 

Space forbids my recording in detail more than a score of 
sittings with Father Tobe, which span the past decade. Rather I 
shall now condense into one section some of his principal teach¬ 
ings. Most of our group of sitters early passed beyond the stage 
of seeking merely evidential communications that would convince 
us and others of the survival of our relatives and friends who had 
passed beyond. We realized, however, that some kind of “scientific 
control” had an all-important place in establishing evidential ma¬ 
terial that might in time provide cumulative proof of survival 
after death. We did not have to be the dupes of blind credulity in 
communication with our loved ones, nor did it mean that our 
critical faculties were not wide awake. They were always instantly 
and painfully awake in the presence of any feeble or fraudulent 
medium, or any stuffy, sententious, or vague control. 

Once the first period of novelty was past, my attitude to 
Father Tobe was similar to what it was to Gandhi. Indeed there 
seems to be a strong similarity between the two personalities. 
Both are “great souls,” or mahatmas. Both had undergone years 
of ascetic discipline. The interests of both were primarily spiritual, 
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but both had a deep concern for economic and political human 
problems. Both were well acquainted with the present world situa¬ 
tion and deeply burdened about the question of war and for the 
suffering and starving multitudes in the postwar world. Both were 
great theists to whom God was the one overwhelming Reality be¬ 
fore whom the whole material universe seemed but a dim shadow. 
Both were unorthodox and both were spiritual rationalists. Father 
Tobe had been a doctor of philosophy, and Gandhi was a shrewd 
lawyer. 

By concentration, meditation, and ascetic practices, Father 
Tobe had developed his psychic gifts while in this life. More than 
forty years ago, he came to Dr. Macbeth as his chosen “instru¬ 
ment,” or sensitive, or medium of communication on earth. When 
Macbeth, who is now over seventy years of age, passes over, Father 
Tobe says he will go with him and never return for this work 
here on earth but pass forever into a higher sphere beyond. 

Father Tobe is primarily a teacher or guide in the spirit 
world, where he seems to be working with a large number. At the 
same time he is a “control" working practically exclusively through 
his instrument or psychic channel, Dr. Macbeth, here on earth. 2 

Father Tobe considers his gift of healing the greatest and most 
useful of all his psychic gifts; then the direct voice. Macbeth says 

* Father Tobe tells me he finds Macbeth a useful instrument but not 
primarily because of his bodily gifts or condition. His mediumship is 
a mental and spiritual development of his inborn gift. It is confined to 
no one part of his body, such as the solar plexus. During a sitting Mac¬ 
beth seems to be a different person. Although not in trance during 
sittings, he is relaxed, silent, yielding, and childlike in spirit, only 
breaking out to speak occasionally, almost in adoration of what Father 
Tobe is saying or doing. The two work in psychic harmony but are on 
a different spiritual and mental plane. I know of no two more utterly 
different personalities. 
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that in 1926 Father Tobe long resisted using the gift of independ 
ent writing, but was finally persuaded to master the difficult 
technique. Many of these gifts are only phases of spiritually con 
trolled life as Paul speaks of them in I Corinthians 12. 

I have heard Father Tobe speak many times in the light 
when giving directions to begin a sitting. Once in my office for 
half an hour he spoke in the light, answering my questions and 
giving me directions about the writing of this book; but the clear, 
full-toned voice is heard only in the dark. There are hundreds 
of living witnesses who have heard him speak and they will all 
know what I mean when I say with assurance that there is prob¬ 
ably no control like him in the world who speaks with such a full 
and clear voice, who carries on conversations literally by the hour, 
who brings through so many of the departed to speak with their 
own voices, who has such a free use of varying psychic gifts, and 
who operates uniformly and reliably on such a high spiritual and 
mental plane. I have never known a failure, a fruitless sitting, and 
never once has any “static” or intrusion been permitted by this 
great psychic mahatma from mischievous, or confused, or evil 
spirits. In a word, I believe he is altogether unique. 

I will now attempt the well-nigh impossible task of giving as 
fair a statement as I can of Father Tobe’s theology. The notes 
taken in a sitting were fragmentary. They were chiefly written at 
the end of each sitting and I cannot be oblivious of the fact that 
they are occasionally probably colored by my own ideas. Many of 
his statements that follow were in answer to my rapid fire of 
questions in which he confirmed or criticised my own theology. 
Never, of course, did he attempt to state his whole system of 
theology. I am not responsible, however, for the following ideas of 
Father Tobe, nor do I always agree with them. I have freely asked 
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him hundreds of questions during the past decade, some of them 
repeated several years apart, and I have been able to compare his 
answers given in different years. I know that I am not doing and 
cannot do justice to either his fine mind or his noble spirit, or to 
the exact words of his teaching. Never in a decade did he hesitate 
or grope in making an answer to my rapid questions. He said what 
he thought, and I could take it or leave it, agree or disagree. 

Father Tohe repeatedly stated that he was never infallible , 
that he was only one stage ahead of me, and that a hundred years, 
as we would measure it, was a very short span of time. What sur¬ 
prised me more was his statement that they did not all agree in the 
world beyond, any more than we do here on earth. There are 
those over there who were once Hindus, or Buddhists, or Platon- 
ists here on earth, who still believe in the rebirth of souls on 
earth, or in what the Hindus call transmigration. Father Tobe 
would never dogmatically either affirm or deny this doctrine; he 
only said he had never known a single authentic instance of it, 
that he had never seen a shred of proof of it, and apparently he 
did not believe it. He said, “Sherwood, you are still too dogmatic 
in many of your beliefs.” He implied that I still had some of the 
graveclothes of ancient orthodoxies clinging to me and impeding 
me, and I have no doubt that the same is true of most of my 
readers. I shall not state his theology in quotation marks because I 
cannot pretend that my notes are accurate enough for that. In 
substance, Father Tobe said: 

God can never be defined, fully comprehended, nor 
completely embraced by the human mind, and his power 
we can never control. We can know God—“in part”— 
up to the measure of our limited but growing experience. 

We can know God as we know the vast ocean, or as we 
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know the tiniest fraction of the illimitable universe. God’s 
spiritual Kingdom is as vast and various as the material 
universe with its spiral nebulae, its island “universes,” its 
milky way, its ripening and aging suns and planets. All 
true conceptions of the spiritual world are poles apart 
from the orthodox picture of a static and sickeningly 
monotonous, flat heaven of bliss. 

God is known to us in three ways. He is to us Creator 
and Father; he is to us Redeemer and Savior; and he is 
our Indwelling Helper. You notice that I close almost 
every prayer in the name of “the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost.” I believe in the Trinity, not as an ab¬ 
solute dogma, but as our human understanding of the 
unitary Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I 
never speak of this Trinity as if there were three centers 
of consciousness, or a Holy Family such as was crudely 
conceived by pagan tritheisms, for our only rational basis 
for religion is an ethical monotheism . 8 

God the Father is Creator by continuous creation. 
Evolution is only the way of God’s working. But that way 
was not, as Charles Darwin too narrowly conceived, in 
terms of natural selection by merely accidental variations, 
working through the stark conflict of the survival of the 
fittest. There are no accidents in the providence of God. 

God to us is definitely personal and capable of respond¬ 
ing to personal relations. Prayer is not only joyous per¬ 
sonal communion with the living God, but believing 

' Perhaps the trinitarian formula is an inheritance of Father Tobe’s 
early experience. I have the feeling that he is not and never was quite 
orthodox and that he always had difficulties with some points in his 
theological system when on earth, but that the trinitarian framework 
is not so much a theological doctrine as a tremendous, ineffable, and 
indefinable reality of his deep, vital, and growing religious experience. 
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prayer has an answer, “if we ask anything according to 
God s will.” The Spirit, who is God present in the human 
heart, teaches us how to pray and how to live, and guides 
us toward “all the truth,” which we never fully en¬ 
compass. For life is as endless as it is infinite, and progress 
is continuous and eternal. 

God the Father, the Creator, is the Oversoul, per¬ 
sonalized in the truly human life of Jesus. God is power, 
God is truth, God is love. When you ask, Sherwood, 
concerning Dr. Brightman’s “limited God,” I reply God 
is all-powerful—although temporarily self-limited in hu¬ 
man freedom. God is Spirit—not a spirit, as though he 
were one beside others. God is to us personal, although 
not a person. He is more than a person. Rather he em¬ 
braces all human personalities in their conscious freedom. 
All spirits are a componency of God. God is in everything, 
although not in a pantheistic sense. God is light, the 
giver of all, the source and essence of all. Each individ¬ 
ual forms for himself a different image, or symbol, or 
theological conception of God, but none of them is ever 
adequate. 

God is love. And love is the mother of desire. Love is 
basic; it is the source of all other principles and it gives 
birth to all. It is the motive in creation. All are bom or 
begotten through desire. Love is harmony; it is complete 
resignation to the harmony of God. Where love is, there 
is harmony, a harmony of desires and of persons, whether 
in the human home or in the spiritual Kingdom of God. 
The whole creation “which groaneth and travaileth in 
pain” does not yet look like the work of perfect love. Life 
is full of unsolved problems, but a problem is a nurse for 
an idea. We learn from our problems and difficulties, as 
character grows in discipline and suffering. 
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I said to Father Tobe that I could not love a cosmic force, 
nor could I love God unless he were both loving and lovable; 
i.e., I could not love a Molochlike deity who would gloat over 
“sinners in the hands of an angry God” or torture helpless victims 
in eternal punishment. Father Tobe replied that neither could 
he. He said that God was love, but he was holy love and that in 
him there was no darkness at all. But there were impersonal 
elements in Gods universe and apparently dark elements that 
cannot be accounted for by human sin. Although he insists that 
God is holy love, he continues to use many impersonal philo¬ 
sophic terms—such as “cosmic force” or the “oversoul”—for he was 
once a doctor of philosophy. His language seems to me to come 
at times rather perilously close to pantheism, as though he thought 
that pantheism was a half-truth and as though he had reached 
a synthesis that embraced both personalism and pantheism. He 
seems to be passionately concerned with truth and with truth 
that makes him free from the orthodoxies of earth that once 
bound him like the graveclothes of Lazarus, and that it took 
him long to unlearn in the world beyond. 

When I have asked him whether we can demonstrate God 
rationally, as Thomas Aquinas and modern Thomists believe, he 
says we have first to experience God, to “see” and know God. 
Then out of that experience, and based upon it, we can in meas¬ 
ure prove God, in the sense that proof is the exclusion of all 
doubt. We first believe and then seek to prove. We plant our 
mustard seed of faith, then let it grow. This is a figure very dear 
to him in experience, both in his own and in that of the many 
whom he teaches. Such relative proof can be reached only 
through experience—not in any academic classroom in philosophy 
—and it is the last obtainable intellectual result. Father Tobe 
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agrees with the Apostle Paul that intellectually we know only 
in pair,” hit by bit, fractionally; we see through a glass darkly. Yet 
morally he can say: “I know whom I have trusted and I am sure 
that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that 
Day.” 4 

Father Tobe likes, by the way, many of the translations in 
the New Revised Standard Version, especially of Romans 8:28 
which exactly states his own philosophy of history: “We know 
that in everything God works for good” (not that all things 
work for good, for they do not, and not merely as in Moffatt’s 
rather pale translation, “we have his aid and interest in every¬ 
thing”) “with those who love him, who are called according to 
his purpose.” He believes that God indeed works “for” and “with” 
those who love him, and also with those who do not consciously 
love him when they, however, unconsciously, are doing his will. 
God is constrained to work against those who are not doing his 
will and to overrule their influence until he makes the very wrath 
of man to praise him. God’s ends are predestined, although his^ 
tory is the checkered conflict of contradictions between God’s 
ultimate sovereignty and man’s temporary and limited freedom. 

God is the infinite being who was manifest and in¬ 
carnate in Jesus, the Christ, or Messiah. I personally have 
seen the light that streams from the presence of Christ but 
I have not yet seen his face. I believe in the Incarnation 
of God in Christ, as our Savior. But I believe that Jesus 
was truly human, and if really human, he was not only 
dependent, but limited and fallible. There were things 
that he himself said he did not know (Mark 13:32). 

He was tempted in all points like as we are. Probably he 

4 II Tim. 1:12. Goodspeed translation. 
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believed in a flat earth, in a world created in six literal 
days, as in Genesis, and perhaps in his early coming on 
the clouds of heaven as the Son of Man. How much of 
the eschatological expectations of the early Church were 
due to Jesus and how much to his imperfect reporters, I 
do not know. 

When I asked about the Virgin Birth, Father Tobe’s reply 
recorded in various years during the past decade was always the 
same. It was as unorthodox as it was original: 

Jesus was begotten by the Holy Spirit, but he was 
the son not alone of the Virgin Mary. He was the son of 
both Joseph and Mary; yet not by natural generation as 
their oldest son, born after their marriage. Mary could 
literally say: “How can this be since I have no husband? 0 
for “before they came together she was found to be with 
child of the Holy Spirit 0 (Luke 1:34, Matt. 1:18). 

We may understand better Father Tobe’s view when we 
come to consider the material phenomena of physical medium- 
ship. If his view were true, it might throw some light on the 
passage in Luke which speaks of Jesus “being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, which was the son 
of Matthat,” giving the long genealogy of Joseph, which is not 
only meaningless but misleading if Jesus was the son of the Virgin 
Mary by a miraculous conception, or a virgin birth (Luke 3:23- 

38). 

I have repeatedly asked Father Tobe whether this was the 
only inhabited planet and whether all those in the world be¬ 
yond had been born on this earth. He has assured me positively 
that ours is not the only inhabited world. Neither are habitable 
planets confined to worlds exactly like our own. When I asked 
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what, then, was the relation of Jesus Christ to these other worlds 
his answer has always been as follows: 

The spiritual universe is more vast and various than 
the material universe. If Albert Payson Terhune tells 
his wife of ‘eight” planes in the life beyond, I can only 
say that even within my own experience there are more 
like eight thousand than eight. And my own experience 
is limited. I repeat I am only one stage beyond you in 
this infinite spiritual universe. No, your earth is by no 
means the only inhabited planet for we have many souls 
here who were never on the earth at all. You ask, “What 
is their relation to Christ?” I would reply that God is the 
Savior of the universe: Jesus Christ is the Savior of hu¬ 
manity i.e., of those connected with your earth. As Soc¬ 
rates illustrated to Plato and his group the law of sacri¬ 
fice, and was a revelation of God’s truth to them, and as 
Gautama Buddha illustrated the law of sacrifice to his 
lollowers as “the light of Asia,” as a partial revelation of 
truth needed in the Orient at that time, so Christ is the 
Savior of humanity; hut God alone is the Savior of the 
universe. Whatever God s word or revelation may be for 
other worlds, “for this world God’s word is Christ.” The 
principle of Jesus’ sacrificial death was, of course, the 
same whether he had died in obedience to the will of 
God by hanging, or stoning, or crucifixion, or by poison 
hemlock, like Socrates. 

Your real individuality and personality which sur¬ 
vives death is a part of the divine life; although this does 
not mean any implication of the doctrine of pantheism. 
However much you may progress, however different you 
may become from what you are now, it is your own per¬ 
sonality that survives and it will be recognizable by your 
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friends. Whatever the life is over here, it is certainly not 
static in petrified, monotonous perfection. Personality 
certainly survives what men wrongly call death, for there 
is no death. So-called death is merely a transition, a 
portal through which you pass to a larger life, the “tri¬ 
umphal arch" that leads to the infinite life beyond. You 
pass from your imperfect, outworn physical body into 
your much more perfect, subtle, flexible, efficient, and 
beautiful “spiritual body.” When your personality has 
been more and more perfected, it might conceivably be 
absorbed into the Divine life after what you would call 
millions of years, but I repeat, this possibility does not 
mean the impersonal doctrine of pantheism so widely 
held in India. 

Many who come over here to the spiritual world do 
not recognize at first that they have “died,” or passed to 
another sphere. In such cases their introduction to the 
new life is very gradual, very gentle, under sympathetic 
guidance. Birth into the life beyond is not wholly un¬ 
like birth into the earthly life; but progress here is faster 
and freer. You on earth are subjected to the limitations 
of time and space. We are in eternity, not in time, nor 
are we subject to time and to its subjective conditions as 
you are—although our life here is dependent and has 
its own limitations. This transcendence of time over 
here may help you to realize in part how persons in 
dreams or by clairvoyance or otherwise are able at times 
accurately to foresee future events by “precognition,” 
which is a very frequent psychic phenomenon. 

Of course, I have consciousness here, but it is not 
like so many on earth, a narrow self-consciousness. The 
old sinful self is lost and forgotten in a great humility, 
which is absorbed in the consciousness of God and of 
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others, but one is not obsessed by self. There is as much 
power in the universe at this moment as there ever was, 
for the power of God has never waned. The releasable 
power imprisoned in the atom is God’s power and all 
the spiritual power that was in Jesus Christ is of course 
God’s; therefore all the power you ever need for any¬ 
thing in the doing of God’s will is available now in God. 

The promise that was so precious to Paul applies to us 
here, now and always: “My God will supply every need 
of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:19). To him who uses the mustard seed of faith 
those “riches in glory” are ever needed and ever avail¬ 
able, with you and with us. Faith does not give place 
to sight and sense here, but the life of faith is continuous 
there and here. There is no break in that relation be¬ 
cause of “death.” There is one spiritual universe that 
embraces you there, us here, and worlds on worlds be¬ 
yond, like spiritual island universes revealed to the lens 
of the astronomer. I could say much of these worlds be¬ 
yond but you could not bear it now and do not need it. 

Let us take one world at a time. 

You ask about heaven and hell, about the devil and 
the doctrine of eternal punishment. I believe firmly in 
historical criticism and that you have no inerrant and 
infallible Bible, as the Mohammedans believe they have 
an infallible Koran. I can say positively that there is 
no hell, there is no such thing as eternal punishment, 
and there is no personal Devil, although there are un¬ 
fortunately many evil spirits still in God's spiritual uni¬ 
verse. 

I replied that in my view, if God tortured helpless victims 
endlessly, he would be worse than Hitler; but that if there were 
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not a spark of life in an evil man at death, nor any hope of good 
in him, it would not seem unjust, if he were indeed dead, to let 
him stay in the sleep of death, i.e., to hold the doctrine of condi¬ 
tional immortality. But Father Tobe will not have it so. Rather, he 
says: 

I am an assured universalist: “For the grace of God 
has appeared for the salvation of all men” (Titus 2:11). 

And that grace of God will not be defeated in the end 
in a single life. God has all the time there is and he has 
eternity to work in. The old appeal to fear must be 
abandoned. Perfect love casteth out fear, for God is love. 

I repeat, there is no hell, no eternal punishment, no dual¬ 
ism that would be implied by a personal Devil. There 
is something good in every man, even in Hitler. Even 
Judas was man enough to suffer remorse and strove to 
inflict judgment upon himself. Although God submits 
himself to man in apparent weakness in the Crucifixion, 
right is might in the end, not might right. 

Although there is no hell, there is something very 
like the Roman Catholic conception of Purgatory. The 
short span of man’s life on earth is only the first round of 
a long fight or battle; the first state of infinite existence. 
There are many many mansions beyond. The extreme 
Calvanistic view that at death man’s fate is fixed and that 
he passes to one endless, monotonous heaven of bliss as 
a reward, or to an endless hell of eternal punishment, is 
monstrously untrue. Ripened saints at death pass on to an 
advanced stage or sphere. The many incomplete, imper¬ 
fect, and undisciplined souls pass to the next higher grade 
of lesson-learning. Arrogant Pharisees, or men like Hitler 
who had a passion for destruction, may create a tempo¬ 
rary “hell’’ for themselves; they may literally, if I may 
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say it not irreverently, have “a hell of a time.” If hell is 
simply a mental condition within one’s self, if it is self¬ 
exclusion from God, from the Fathers heart and home, 
then men make their own hell. How long will it last? 
As long as they exclude God and his infinite grace from 
their lives. It is not God’s will that any should perish. 

Given a God of infinite love and power, with in¬ 
finite wisdom, and infinite means of grace, with not onlv 
time but eternity to work in, what can not the grace of 
God do “for the salvation of all men?” The pharisaically 
orthodox should not have the spirit of the elder brother 
in the parable of the Prodigal Son. Of the prodigal the 
Father says: “This my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.” Even to the grudging and 
loveless elder brother, he says: “Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours.” Hence, “there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents” 
(before or after “death”) than over the ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. 

Why should you think that the grace of God ends at 
death? Christians, at least, who believe in the Crucifixion 
and the Resurrection, should have no difficulty in hold¬ 
ing that death is a forever conquered foe. For surely 
Christ came to “deliver all those who through fear of 
death were subject to lifelong bondage” (Hebr. 2:15). 
Too much of orthodox preaching, Protestant and 
Catholic, and too much of the motive for foreign mis¬ 
sions is still based upon fear. But perfect love forever 
casts out fear. Many painfully orthodox Christians, who 
have the grave-clothes of the dead past still clinging to 
them, have not yet grasped the first message of Jesus in 
Galilee, “the beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ” when “Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
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good news of God.” There were plenty of hells in pagan 
systems that then filled the world of Jesus day. Surely an 
endless hell of eternal punishment was not “the good 
news of God.” 

Heaven is not a place; it is a condition. It is a haven 
of rest, yet it is a condition of endless progress and of 
joyous activity, creativity, and service. I have no periods 
of worship here, as I had on earth. All our life is worship. 

Yes, we have scenery here; it is infinitely beautiful and 
we have an increased capacity of sensitivity to beauty. 

We see also the beauty of your earth. The pure in heart 
see—not only God but beauty—and we are cleansed in 
spirit by the grace of God. A tree is a manifestation of life, 
a manifestation of spirit. In a sense you can speak of the 
spirit of a tree. Even a stone has a spirit side or spiritual 
aspect. There is no such thing as “dead matter” in God’s 
living, vibrating universe. All matter is alive with energy; 
it is a manifestation of consciousness, although man is a 
much fuller manifestation of consciousness. The whole 
universe is spiritual as the living garment of God. 

Regarding the atom bomb, Father Tobe said that assuredly 
God would not allow man to destroy this planet. He continued: 

Each scientific and spiritual discovery has come “in 
the fulness of time” when men were ready and able to 
use it, or to cope with it. The very year that Hitler in¬ 
vaded Poland on his plan of world conquest, Uranium 
235 was discovered, which brought an end to World 
War II within a week after the dropping of the first 
atomic bomb. I repeat, Man will not be allowed to de¬ 
stroy this planet. But even if he were, you on earth have 
an exaggerated and distorted view of death. From our 
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point of view, there is no death. Speaking for a moment 
only hypothetically, ad homitiem, if your little planet 
were destroyed, what of it? Would that be the end of 
all things? Since there is no such thing as death, no in¬ 
justice would be done to the people who “perished” 
whether by atom bombs, or in battle, or by starvation, or 
by sickness in civil life. Neither is it essential whether 
the brief transition that you call death is painful or pain¬ 
less, sudden or gradual. If the life of the babe on earth 
begins with a cry, why should not birth in the next life 
so begin? Surely there is no escape from tragedy in a sin 
ful world. Even if multitudes were blown up by an atom 
bomb, it would only furnish a swift and relatively pain¬ 
less transition to a better environment, to the next of the 
many mansions the eternal soul of man is to inhabit. God 
always progresses; he never goes back. “The best is yet 
to be,” and it is beyond the wildest dream of man s im¬ 
agination. 


I have repeatedly asked Father Tobe about sin, and his an¬ 
swers are always similar, although I cannot hope to do justice to 
his exact words. He has a deep sense of sin and grace, but it is 
never morbid. He answers that Paul rightly felt the guilt of sin, 
as did Martin Luther and the great Catholic saints. And Father 
Tobe still feels the sense of shortcoming in himself even there 
with his greater sensitivity. He hopes he is forever beyond that 
ugly brood of evils, such as hate and greed and jealousy and 
fear, which afflict humanity on earth, but he has assured me 
more than once that he still needs to repeat the Lord’s Prayer: 
“Forgive us our trespasses and our debts”—all that is not the pure 
and perfect will of God, which it is his passionate purpose to do. 
But I also get the impression that he has passed forever beyond 
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a morbid sense of sin such as was shown in John Bunyan’s Pil¬ 
grim's Progress. His view is more mellow. He seems always to see 
in one perspective the end as well as the beginning. 

He seems ever to see the depths of sin and tragedy in the 
dark shadows of earth, against a background of the blinding 
light of the perfect love of a redeemed humanity in God s eternal 
kingdom. And he seems to see it all—not compartmentalized, but 
as one world, one spiritual universe, one unbroken and continu¬ 
ous process. God is the source of all and we address our prayers 
to “our Father, who art in heaven.” But God answers prayer and 
is working throughout his vast spiritual universe through an in¬ 
finite hierarchy of personal spiritual beings, through a redeemed 
humanity and a universe of angelic hosts that are at present ut¬ 
terly beyond our experience and comprehension here on earth 
but who are as real as we are. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor has it entered into the heart of man even dimly to appre¬ 
hend the endless universe of Reality that God has prepared for 
those that love him. 

It seems as if, from Tobe s standpoint, sin has been so borne 
and overcome in the Cross, that there is in the universe a greater 
totality of good than if sin had never occurred. He believes that 
a redeemed world of sin and grace is a far greater achievement, 
yielding a greater measure of total happiness, than an untroubled 
Eden of innocence, or a heaven of angelic beings who had never 
known sin. From Father Tobe s point of view: 

Sin is in part error or ignorance; a diversion, a mis¬ 
understanding of truth, undeveloped good. Selfishness, 
pride, and independence of God are the roots of all evil 
and the beginnings of sin. Thence come dissention, 
strife, and conflict resulting in mental and physical ill- 
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ness. Tf the spirit is sick, it manifests itself in bodily ail¬ 
ments. Sickness is dis-ease. It is not God’s normal will for 
those of his children who are eager to serve him. As Jesus 
cast sickness out of life and made men whole in body, 
mind, and spirit, so it is God’s will that we should do so. 

Jesus was the pioneer, the first born of a great brother¬ 
hood. God is eager to do “greater works than these,” here 
and now for those who have the child spirit and who ad¬ 
vance in faith working by love. It is not God's will that 
we should wistfully look back to an idealized apostolic 
age, nor forward to a monotonous heaven of static bliss 
or eternal boredom, but that here and now we should 
experience all that Jesus and the simple fishermen of 
Galilee experienced. We should be able to say: “My 
Father worketh hitherto and I work.” It is a shame to be 
living at the poor dying rate at which so many are now 
living on earth. 

Certainly I claim no verbal accuracy for the above statement 
of Father Tobe’s theology, much of which was made in reply 
to my questions and his answers were naturally in terms of my 
questions. It occurs to me as I now read it over for the first 
time that there is little difference between the theology of Father 
Tobe on that side of the barrier and that of F. W. H. Myers 
in his two volumes that lie beside me as I write, Human Per¬ 
sonality and its Survival of Bodily Death (1903). The ideas in 
the theology, however, are poles apart from those of the medium 
as I have observed him for a decade, for he is utterly innocent 
of theology. I may repeat in closing this section that I hardly know 
of two personalities who stand in greater contrast to each other 
than those of the medium, E. A. Macbeth, and his control, Father 
Tobe, whose personality reminds me often of Gandhi. 
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IF cod’s universe is both material and spiritual and 
if this universe appears to man as two worlds, the visible and the 
invisible, if there is any communication between these two worlds, 
we should naturally expect it to be both mental and material . 1 
We hold no ascetic view that would despise the body, but rather 
a sacramental view of life where the material is a sacrament of 
the spiritual. We would expect in such a universe, with Robert 
Browning, that the body would help the soul; hence we would 
expect psychic phenomena to be material as well as mental. Both 
would be necessary to man as an inhabitant of two worlds. Owing 
to the difficulty of this subject of material phenomena and of its 
utter incredibility upon any materialistic interpretation of the 
universe, I have left this subject to the last. 

1 Phenomena in the psychic sphere are either mental or material; and 
they are also of two types, sensory and motor. The sensory type is 
exhibited in clairvoyance, clairaudience, apparition, and other sensory 
phenomena, whether of sight, touch, taste, or smell. The motor type 
is manifested in automatic writing, planchette, ouija board, table tap¬ 
ping or lifting, etc. 
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In psychic communication between the invisible and the 
visible world, if spirits are without material bodies, they would 
have, presumably, no physical vocal cords and no natural means 
of communication with us. If matter is organized energy, some 
form of this would be necessary for communication with the 
material sphere. This form of matter used in psychic communi¬ 
cation is called ectoplasm. Just as matter may take a solid, liquid, 
or gaseous form, and just as the same substance may appear as 
water, ice, steam, or invisible vapor, so ectoplasm mav be visible 
or invisible, gaseous or solid. It has been observed, handled, and 
photographed proceeding from the body of a medium, or sen- 
sitive, as a vapor or fluid or mass capable of being quickly molded 
into different forms. This may take the shape of firm rods or 
levers for operating upon matter in telekinesis or the moving of 
objects, in the making of sounds, and other physical manifesta¬ 
tions. Professor Joad of London describes what he has seen as 
“a kind of amorphous, pulpy mass capable of being molded into 
different forms or instruments." He says: 

I could see a luminous stuff pouring out of Evas 
mouth, ears, and nostrils (photographs of the occurrence 
are published at the end of M. Geley’s book From the 
Unconscious to the Conscious') and watched it form 
itself into what appeared to be heads and faces. I touched 
one of these heads and what I touched certainly felt 
like air. 2 

Dr. W. J. Crawford, a lecturer in mechanical engineering 
in Queens LIniversity, Belfast, Ireland, performed a series of sci¬ 
entific experiments in 1918 dealing with ectoplasm observed in 

“C. E. M. Joad, “Adventures in Psychical Research," Harper's Maga¬ 
zine, June, 1938. 
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levitation, telekinesis, and other material phenomena. He found 
a gifted psychic, Kathleen Goligher, who was regularly meeting 
or holding psychic sittings with her own family circle of seven 
members, all of whom had some measure of psychic power. Dr. 
Crawford was admitted as a friend to this group and conducted 
with their co-operation a series of scientific experiments lasting 
for a year and a half. The family was devout, and both spiritual 
and physical manifestations seemed to them part of their re¬ 
ligion. They were all convinced that they were in contact with 
unseen operators. The experiments were conducted under such 
scientific controls by Dr. Crawford that he believed all possibil¬ 
ity of fraud was finally eliminated. The experiments were con¬ 
ducted in red light, as it was found that bright white light made 
impossible the operation of ectoplasm in these material phenom¬ 
ena. Sir William Barrett, professor of physics at the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Science in Dublin, was present at some of these experi¬ 
ments and records them in his book The Threshold of the Unseen. 

Dr. Crawford as a mechanical engineer arranged the con¬ 
trols. The medium, Kathleen Goligher, was seated upon a plat¬ 
form. A table was placed in the center of the group. In the 
course of the experiments, Dr. Crawford found that ectoplasm 
as a vapor or a solid mass proceeded from the body of the medium, 
formed itself into apparent rods and levers, and operated power¬ 
fully upon the table and other objects. He finally handled 
and photographed this ectoplasm and examined it carefully and 
repeatedly. Once the table was lifted bodily while Sir William 
Barrett sat upon it. The ectoplasmic rods proceeded from various 
parts of the medium s body, moved objects and produced power¬ 
ful physical manifestations. 

Dr. Crawford noted the cold feeling connected with this 
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ectoplasm that has been repeatedly observed by many investiga¬ 
tors. Professor Joad remarks that the temperature of a room in 
which a dozen people have been sitting for three hours, where 
there have been ectoplasmic phenomena, drops six or seven degrees 
according to the record of a sealed thermometer. In this Goligher 
family circle, ectoplasm was seen as vapor or smoke increasing 
in density, proceeding like bands or ribbons from various members 
of the group and a great band developing into a rod from the 
left side of the medium. In the next section we shall examine 
Dr. Crawfords findings more in detail. 


MATERIALIZATIONS 

The most difficult phenomena for the critical investigator 
to accept are materializations. My early antipathy to all materiali¬ 
zations and to evidences of material mediumship was partly over¬ 
come by my reading at the advice of my friend Dr. Henry 
Hardwicke, then secretary of the New York Society of Psychical 
Research, the works of the mechanical engineer, W. J. Crawford, 
referred to above. Dr. Crawford for several years made what 
was probably the most exhaustive study ever made of physical 
mediumship, under the most rigid scientific controls. 8 

*The results of W. J. Crawford’s studies were recorded in The Reality 
of Psychic Phenomena (1918), Experiments in Physical Science 
(1919), and The Psychic Structures of the Goligher Circle (1921), all 
published by E. P. Dutton & Co., New York. The Goligher family 
was composed of the father, four daughters, a son, and a son in-law. 
All the members of the family were psychic, and the youngest 
daughter, Kathleen, a highly intelligent girl, was a physical medium of 
unusual power, although her mediumship was never commercialized. 
The unique thing about the Goligher circle was the spirit of religious 
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Dr. Crawford s sole purpose in his scientific experiments was 
to advance our knowledge of psychic phenomena and the laws 
underlying them. There were no dark stances in the Goligher 
circle; all were held in red light that would not injure ectoplasm, 
although Dr. Crawford s experiments with the direct voice car¬ 
ried on in his own home always required complete darkness. All 
sittings began and ended with prayer in a spirit of devotion. A 
few minutes were required for the “operators" to gather the energy 
to produce the ectoplasm or psychic structures necessary for the 
experiments. These structures which proceeded from the 
mediums body as ectoplasm and were reabsorbed into it, were 
usually invisible. When Dr. Crawford passed his hand through 
the structures, he experienced a disagreeable, cold, sporelike sen¬ 
sation, and such interruption generally broke up the structures. 
They seemed to consist of a form of psychic energy with which 
science was unacquainted, sometimes gaseous and sometimes solid. 
The structures seemed to solidify and then to possess weight 
—sometimes as much as fifty pounds—with the ability to form 
rods, cantilevers, and quite complicated and effective mechanisms. 
These rods could transmit pulling and pushing forces and their 
extremities were able to grip bodies by adhesion. 

With the co-operation and consent of the invisible operators, 
after long preparation and protection of various safeguards, Dr. 

devotion that motivated the whole family, coupled with the willing¬ 
ness of the “operators," or unseen controls, to submit to all possible 
scientific tests. This included the continued study of the ectoplasmic 
structures produced, even to flashlight photographs of the medium 
and of these ectoplasmic structures which are published in The Psychic 
Structures of the Goligher Circle, pp. 177-192. For a year and a half, 
every demand Dr. Crawford made upon the operators was either ear¬ 
ned out or attempted. When there was some obstruction or impossible 
condition, the operators would spell out a sentence of explanation. 
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Crawford was able to take an invaluable series of flashlight photo 
graphs of the medium and the ectoplasmic structures that pro¬ 
ceeded from her while they were operating upon the table 
and other objects. These are shown as illustrations in his books. 
The effect of the flashlight on the medium was always severe 
and was succeeded by violent trembling and spasmodic move¬ 
ments, and the ordinary magnesium flash tended to break down 
the ectoplasmic structures. No ill effects upon the medium were 
observed if she had sittings only once a week, although she would 
lose many pounds in weight during the more exhausting experi¬ 
ments. 

After several years of such scientific experiments as a mechan¬ 
ical engineer, Dr. Crawford came to certain tentative conclu¬ 
sions. His “operators", who controlled the medium, appeared to 
be discarnate human beings who were experimenting and ad¬ 
vancing in this no man's land between the two worlds just as 
he was. He became convinced of the existence of a spiritual 
world which could to some extent be demonstrated by experiment 
and which could make contact and communicate with our mate¬ 
rial world. He became assured also that man does not really die 
at physical death but passes on to another state of existence and 
that through the “direct voice" and other means, which he him 
self studied, such discarnate human beings may speak intelligibly 
to us. 

I have myself several times witnessed what purported to be 
psychic materializations. One that 1 watched in a large theater 
in Boston gave every appearance of being a fraud and a racket. 
Another sitting, however, held near Philadelphia, to which I was 
invited by my Quaker friend, Ned Wood, 1 could not account 
for by trickery, for it seemed to be an evidence of psychic or 
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supernormal phenomena. The sitting included a group of Chris* 
tian friends invited by Ned Wood and was held in a large room 
about eight feet by twenty-five. As I was the most critical and 
unconvinced observer present, I was invited to make a thorough 
investigation of the room to see that there were no trap doors or 
windows through which persons might be introduced to imper¬ 
sonate departed relatives. The whole sitting was conducted in red 
light with the door of the room continuously guarded or under 
observation by myself and other members of the group. 

The sitting was opened with prayer and the whole evening 
was interspersed with the singing of old familiar Christian hymns. 
The control, whether a discamate spirit or a secondary person¬ 
ality of the medium herself, had a keen sense of humor and kept 
us laughing at her flashing sallies of wit. During a three-hour 
session, a score of figures advanced into the room from behind 
the curtain where the medium sat. There were the figures of 
tall men, short women, and children, with widely differing voices. 
These figures did not purport to be departed relatives in person 
with material bodies, but ectoplasmic figures built up to resemble 
the departed. For instance, what purported to be Ned Woods 
mother advanced from the curtain behind which the medium 
was seated into the center of the group, and called for her son, 
Edward. 

I heard Ned Wood conduct an affectionate conversation with 
his mother and then I heard him ask her if she would dematerial- 
ize right before us where she was standing, outside the cabinet. 
I heard her reply: “I will do anything I can for thee, Edward. 
Stand right there.” She stood, clearly visible in the red light, 
about five feet from us and an equal distance from the cabinet. 
I heard her make an audible sound with her lips as her figure 
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began to shrink or, as it were, dissolve, and sink toward the floor. 

1 saw her sink from a height of some five feet five inches, to 
five feet, then four, then three, then two feet, until there was 
left what appeared to be an ectoplasmic mass, like a heap of 
melting snow, or a little white cloud, or pool of light, about a 
foot high; then the sound ceased and the white cloud was gone. 
My friend, Ned Wood, has seen figures representing his loved 
ones materialize outside the cabinet in the presence of many wit¬ 
nesses, and at other times dematerialize before them all. 

A friend of mine, Professor Marcus Bach, in the School of 
Religion of the University of Iowa, has been making a thorough 
and sympathetic study of as many as possible of the Protestant 
sects in America, including Spiritualists. The first results of his 
studies have been published in his recent book, They Hare Found 
a Faith (1946, The Bobbs-Merrill Co., IndianapolisTwice he 
saw and talked with what purported to be his departed sister. 
She correctly answered his questions regarding their instruction 
in the catechism in their home, and once chatted with him in 
German in the exact local idiom that had been familiar in their 
own home circle—in language unknown to the medium. 


THE HANDLING OF ECTOPLASM 

As defined by the Columbia Encyclopedia, I take ectoplasm 
to be “a sort of externalized protoplasm.” It may be invisible or 
both visible and tangible. On one occasion, on December 19, 1925 
in the presence of five witnesses, I observed what appeared to 
be about five pounds of ectoplasm operating before us for some 
two hours. What our hands handled and our eyes saw and what 
was confirmed by our five material senses we tended to believe 
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as a material fact. Whether normal or supernormal, certainly it 
was a mass of physical material of unnatural coldness which opera¬ 
ted under mental control and performed physical effects at our 

request. 

It would take at least a hundred pages to endeavor to either 
authenticate or discredit the achievements of the medium from 
whom this ectoplasm was apparently produced—Marjorie Cran- 
don. She was the most controversial figure in the world of psychic 
investigation for fifteen years, from 1923 to 1938. Perhaps 
no medium ever submitted to so many controls and investigations 
by so many hundreds of persons in the midst of such fierce emo¬ 
tional controversy as did Mrs. Crandon. I have read a vast bulk of 
material which I have not space here even to discuss, for it is 
beside my purpose. She and her husband were known to me and 
other members of my family for many years. She traveled to 
Europe with her husband and submitted herself to the pro¬ 
longed and repeated investigation of many of the leading 
scientists on two continents. The material efFects produced were 
so remarkable and to a materialistic philosophy they were so in¬ 
credible that every conceivable hypothesis was resorted to that 
would discredit their genuineness and the spiritistic hypothesis of 
survival. Finally, Sir Oliver Lodge, himself convinced of the 
spiritistic hypothesis and that the effects were, as they purported 
to be, produced by her departed brother, Walter, suggested that 
she and her husband might be willing to submit to a sitting with 
a great British scientist, solus , which she did. The scientist was 
Sir Olivers friend, Robin Tillyard, 4 who devised the most rigid 

4 Robin Tillyard, Fellow of the Royal Society, was a noted entomologist 
loaned by the British government to the Commonwealth of Australia 
for a decade. He had previously sat eight times with the medium, Mrs. 
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controls, on his own ground, in order to preclude all possible 
fraud by the medium or any accomplice. 

On August n, 1938, after this sitting, Dr. Tillyard wrote 
to Sir Oliver Lodge: 

The Tillyard solus stance took place last night . . . 

It was by far the most wonderful seance I have ever at¬ 
tended ... I think the arrangements which we made 
were scientifically severe and at the same time put on 
record the most marvelous result in the whole history 
of psychical research. I would like a short account of the 
stance to appear in Nature ... It seems to me quite 
impossible to find a single Haw in this wonderful result 
. . . The privilege granted me by Marjorie and Dr. 
Crandon I shall always hold to he one of the greatest 
events in my life, and they are now bound closelv to me 
by spiritual bonds which can never be broken and which, 

I am fully persuaded will last over into that wonderful 
life of which Death is only the Entrance Gate. 

Your affectionate friend, 

Robin Tillyard 

Before his death in 1937, in an automobile accident, Dr. 
Tillyard asked his wife to make one effort to get in touch with 
him after his death through Mrs. Leonard or the best available 
medium in Great Britain. This she did and in the midst of this 
sitting with Mrs. Leonard in December, 1928, Mrs. Leonard s 
control, referring to Dr. Tillyard, suddenly said, “Oh—he has 
seen Walter [Mrs. Crandon’s brother and control]. He is not a 

Crandon. In a physician’s office chosen by Tillyard, Mrs. Crandon was 
searched, fastened tightly with adhesive tape, her lips scaled, and 
kept under continuous observation in red light while the most remark¬ 
able supernormal physical effects w'ere produced. 
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myth. He is a very real person, very active on the earth plane.” 
Similar solus sittings with Marjorie Crandon were afforded to 
Dr. F. C. S. Schiller of Oxford, Dr. M. W. Richardson of Boston, 
Captain John J. Fife and Mr. Joseph De Wyckoff. 

On December 19, 1925, I visited the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. Crandon. 8 After a few moments in darkness, as soon as Mrs. 
Crandon appeared to go into deep trance, her brother Walters 
voice spoke to us. Soon Mrs. Crandon began to clutch our hands 
and go into a kind of paroxysm, with groans as in labor, her 
movements resembling birth pangs as though she were giving 
birth to a mass of ectoplasm. On the low table that lay between 
us, we could see, when the dim red light was turned on 
in some twenty exposures, a kind of solid formless mass being 
worked on the table as though it were being kneaded like dough, 
or were being shaped by the unseen hands of some psychic sculp¬ 
tor. Then Walter bade Dr. Crandon turn on the red light and 

6 Dr. Crandon as a well-known surgeon had been for years on the staff 
of the Harvard Medical School and of the Boston City Hospital. His 
materialistic skepticism in the field of religion had been completely 
reversed by the discovery of psychic gifts in his wife. His wife came 
from a Scotch Covenanter home in Canada and had been an assistant 
to the Reverend Allen Stockdale in the Union Church, Boston. Nearly 
all the members of her family had been psychic including, especially, 
her brother, Walter, who had been killed in a railway accident and 
who had for six years been acting as the control of his sister, Marjorie 
Crandon, as a powerful—though non professional—physical mecftum. 
On the night in question, December 19, 1925, Dr. Crandon sat on 
Mrs. Crandon’s right and held her right hand. I sat on her left and 
held her left hand. On Dr. Crandon s right sat my brother Brewer; 
on .his right, his Yale senior son; on his son’s right, a New York 
lawyer, Daniel Day Walton, representing the New York Society of 
Psychical Research. Mr. Walton held my left hand, while with my 
right 1 held the hand of Mrs. Crandon, thus closing the circle of six 
persons. 
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we all leaned forward to observe this apparendy ectoplasmic mass 
gradually taking shape before us. As we all talked quite freely, 

I said to the group: 

I see what appears to be a solid mass, like sculptor s 
clay. It is taking the shape of a hand—apparendy a left 
hand, for the thumb is on the right. Below the hand is a 
wrist and instead of an arm, there is a rod-like structure 
that resembles a spinal column. This dwindles into a 
kind of cord, like an umbilical cord, which disappears 
into the mediums bathrobe as if it were the unsevered 
umbilical cord of a new-born child. 

When Walter gave me first, and later all of us in turn, per¬ 
mission to handle this apparent mass of ectoplasm, I was struck 
first by its unnatural coldness. We were allowed to handle it 
freely, and to examine and discuss it. If we had possessed a pair 
of scales, I think it would have weighed about five pounds. For 
some two hours, five of us examined this mass of what purported 
to be ectoplasm under mental control. A bell-box was put on the 
table and Walter showed the visible teleplasmic hand ringing the 
bell whenever we requested it. The hand then placed an illu¬ 
minated basket before me and pulled on the handle, by a pull 
estimated at three pounds, away from me and at right angles to 
the psychic. I was then rather violently slapped in the face by the 
ectoplasm. The hands of the psychic and of Dr. Crandon 
were always visible in the red light or controlled during the dark 
periods. 6 

6 1 have Dr. Crandon’s record before me of this sitting. He writes: 
“As a night of teleplasmic structures, teleplasmic telekinesis in bright 
red light, it has never been equalled. A new peak of experience was 
reached in this sitting/' At the close of the sitting, the ectoplasmic 
mass was withdrawn and no trace of the structure was to be seen. 
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This apparently ectoplasmic hand was not so effective as 
a human hand and arm, but rather resembled the first fumbling, 
awkward efforts in the control of a new artificial limb by some 
hospitalized soldier who had just lost an arm in the war. 

I could not sleep all night after the experience as I reviewed 
the evidence and tried to account for it either by psychic or by 
human means, as genuine or fraudulent. Would reputable, wealthy, 
and apparently moral people like the Crandons go on for 
years with evident financial loss under every calumny of abuse 
and suspicion in the patient effort to demonstrate the survival of 
the soul of bodily death, if they had been frauds? As I recalled 
some of the cheap tricks confessedly played upon them by some 
of my friends, who certainly did not act as gentlemen in some 
of the things they did—such as covering their hands with sticky 
mucilage, glue, or paint to place upon the ectoplasm, possibly 
doing bodily injury to the medium—I was compelled to admit 
that, on the whole, Dr. and Mrs. Crandon behaved much better 
than some of their so-called scientific investigators and detractors. 
I could name certain researchers who seemed to me at times to 
have shown a greater witch-hunting zeal for exposing mediums 
who, they were convinced, were false than they had shown for 
an objective, open-minded search for truth. 

Whatever may be said of the Crandons, I at least was unpre¬ 
pared at the time and unfit to make any adequate scientific in¬ 
vestigation of psychic matters, and I am glad that for the time 
being I dropped all interest in psychic phenomena. I recall, 
however, the evidence of my friend, the late Dr. Henry Hard- 
wicke, a former physician in Niagara Falls, who told me that 
tvhen he went to investigate Mrs. Crandon he was thrown into 
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trance by Walter, bad ectoplasm drawn from bis body and used 
in one of Walter’s demonstrations of psychic power. 7 

I have asked Dr. Mark Richardson of Newton Center, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, who made the most thorough and exhaustive investi¬ 
gation of Marjorie Crandon that I have known, to state his final 
conclusions with regard to her. He writes me: 

It was the good fortune of Mrs. Richardson and my¬ 
self to see the Marjorie Crandon mediumship from start 
to finish. It was one of the most remarkable physical 
mediumships in history, and was characterized by an 
almost unbelievable variety of phenomena bearing upon 
physiology, psychology, chemistry and physics. In the 
summer of 1909, having lost two sons from infantile 
paralysis, we turned to psychic research and mediumship 
for help. Meanwhile Dr. Crandon had become associated 
with me in medical life insurance work, and wc dis¬ 
cussed psychic matters at length, particularly the work of 

7 Dr. Hardwicke told me that he was also used in cross-correspondence 
experiments as an associated medium. On March 24. 1928, J. Malcolm 
Bird in Boston suggested the proverb, “A rolling stone gathers no moss’’ 
which Walter was to communicate through Chinese scholars to two 
mediums at the same time. It was proposed' that this should be simul 
taneously rendered into Chinese through the two mediums—Mrs. 
Crandon and Dr. Hardwicke—at a given time. Dr. Hardwicke who 
was in Niagara Falls, told me that he wrote a number of Chinese char¬ 
acters which he did not understand which were later translated by 
Chinese scholars as “Traveling teachers gather no gold.” Dr. I lard- 
wicke had repeated evidence of Walter’s psychic powers. He told me 
how, quite accidentally, he had discovered his own psychic gifts, which 
his father and other members of his family had possessed before him. 
When his thyroid gland was removed by an operation, he completely- 
lost his gift of clairvoyance and it never returned. 
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Crawford with the Goligher circle in Belfast, Ireland. 
It was not, however, until 1922, that the extraordinary 
psychic powers of Dr. Crandon’s wife were discovered. 

The “control” proved to be Walter, Mrs. Crandon s 
brother, who was killed in a railway accident in 1911, 
and who, during his lifetime, had shown remarkable 
psychic powers. The purpose of the mediumship, accord¬ 
ing to Walter, was the demonstration through extra¬ 
ordinary physical manifestations of the certainty of sur¬ 
vival of bodily death. 

As is common, the mediumship began with the 
movements of a table in the presence of a few friends. 
The table did almost everything except talk. Then, much 
against Marjorie Crandon’s desire, trance supervened, 
and the mediums voice became the vehicle for com¬ 
munication. Automatic writing in various languages was 
interspersed. Then came what I consider one of the most 
important events—the development from a faint whisper 
of a truly independent “spirit” voice: that is, a voice with 
no traceable connection with the vocal organs of the 
medium or of any of the sitters. 

For proof of this, I devised a piece of apparatus 
which stopped every mouth in the room. No mouth 
could be opened without betraying the fact, and yet Wal¬ 
ter talked and whistled without the slightest difficulty. 
My next contribution was the Richardson-Bennett glass 
cabinet in which Mrs. Crandon could be prevented from 
making any muscular movement of the neck or extrem¬ 
ities. Nevertheless the physical phenomena went on un¬ 
checked. The explanation came later through the study 
of ectoplasm. The extrusion of masses of ectoplasm, so- 
called, from the various orifices of the body went on to 
great lengths until perfect arms and hands were pro- 
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duced. They were photographed supporting heavy ob 
jects like piano stools. 

Experiments called “cross-correspondences,” inaugu¬ 
rated by me, involved the transfer of unknown informa¬ 
tive material to mediums sitting simultaneously in such 
widely distributed localities as Boston, New York, Ni¬ 
agara Falls, and ultimately Venice, Italy: all within the 
space of a few minutes. 

Our experience with apports was large. Walter 
brought, under control conditions, a great variety of ob¬ 
jects—jewels, rings, small amounts of money in bills, and 
masses of beryl from near the Crandon *s summer camp. 
This passage of apports through solid walls and closed 
doors means nothing else than that the physical law as to 
the impenetrability of matter can be invalid. In the final 
test, rings made of different woods (pine and mahogany) 
were linked and unlinked time and again. Examination 
by X ray showed no break in the substance of the rings. 

All the events thus chronicled have been brought 
about, I believe, by a spirit entity, Walter, through the 
utilization of the physical organism of his sister, Mar¬ 
jorie Crandon. These are a few of our experiences with 
the mediumship during fifteen years, 1923-1938, all con¬ 
firming our belief that Walter was what he claimed to 
be—an inhabitant of tbe next world, who through his 
own extraordinary psychic powers, combined with equal 
powers in his sister in this world, was able to produce 
supernormal phenomena in the greatest abundance and 
variety. 

To us, Walter was and continues to be a very dear 
friend, for we still hear from him through other me- 
diumships. Dr. Crandon was my friend for many years, 
always punctilious, thoughtful, and kind. Mrs. Crandon, 
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a lovely personality—merry, friendly, and hospitable to 
a fault—was sacrificed on the altar of psychic research. 

To us, Walter and Marjorie Crandon have given 
the priceless certainty of a life after death. This life, ac¬ 
cording to Walter, is much like our present life. We be¬ 
gin where we left off here, with abundant opportunities 
for progress onward and upward. The atmosphere of the 
stance room in Boston was certainly not gloomy. Walter's 
almost endless fund of wit and wisdom kept us fully re¬ 
laxed. Walter could be, however, very serious, and I 
append one verse of what seems to me to be a very beauti¬ 
ful poem by him: 

There is a plan far greater than the plan you know, 
There is a landscape broader than the one you see. 
There is a haven where storm-tossed souls may go, 

You call it death—we: immortality . 8 


APPORTS 

One of the most convincing—yet almost incredible—physical 
phenomena is the “apport”, especially if it is a “directed apport,” 
something definitely called for by someone who is present, under 
scientific controls. To the beginner I may say that by an apport 
I mean the transporting of a physical object from one place to 

"One of four verses of an original poem written by the hand of M. C. 
controlled by Walter, September 9, 1924. It was prepared by Walter 
to be read at the funeral of Captain Alexander W. Cross of the British 
Army. Most of the details of the phenomena of Mrs. Crandon's 
mediumship, with numerous photographs, figures, and diagrams, can 
be found in the Journal and Transactions of the American Society for 
Psychical Research, 1923-1938. 
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another solely by psychic means. With the late Dr. Ozora Davis 
of Chicago and a score of my personal friends, 1 have had the 
privilege of witnessing this rare phenomenon. When I first be¬ 
gan to make a study of psychic phenomena I was deeply impressed 
by a directed apport by which Father Tobe responded to the 
request of my friend J. Franklin Hoge. As this became one of four 
closely interrelated apports, which in my own mind finally formed 
a keystone in my mounting arch of psychic evidence for survival, 
I must record these apports in some detail. 

J. Franklin Hoge is an electrical engineer, a Cornell gradu¬ 
ate, who had acquired a skeptical attitude to religion as a mate¬ 
rialistic scientist. He not only did not believe in God or personal 
immortality but had developed an attitude that was deeply hos¬ 
tile to religion. When his wife was suffering from nervous pros¬ 
tration, he began bringing her to Dr. E. A. Macbeth for healing. 
Father Tobes aversion to the demand for 'signs and wonders” 
was similar to the habitual attitude of Jesus to the demand 
of the Pharisees. But in every sitting, as Mrs. Hoge was seeking 
healing, her husband sat as a skeptic or unbeliever, a kind of 
"blind spot,” or nonconductor, or obstacle in the sitting. 

1 have a remarkable document written by Mr. Hoge on 
April 21, 1933, which is signed by the six witnesses who ob¬ 
served this very striking directed apport. Mr. Hoge notes that 
as the foundation of our sciences all phenomena with which 
we are familiar occur in accordance with natural law. When 
we observe unusual phenomena we first seek an explanation in 
accordance with known laws, but when all known laws fail to 
explain new phenomena we suspect the operation of some new 
law. When the new phenomena involve intelligence, their dem¬ 
onstrated occurrence is held as proof of the operation of per- 
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sonality. The present-day radio, for instance, is evidence of the 
existence of laws relating to the transmission of electric energy 
through space, as well as of human personality, which has dis¬ 
covered techniques of making possible communication between 
distant points. 

The phenomenon of the directed apport that occurred be¬ 
fore six witnesses on April 7, 1933, was estimated by them in 
some respects similar to those related by others and in some res¬ 
pects as unique. It was recorded and witnessed by the six persons 
who signed this document as, in their judgment, a definite evi¬ 
dence of the existence of intelligent personality apart from the 
human body. 

On April 7, 1933, between 8:00 and 11:00 p.m., these six 
friends met in the apartment of Mrs. Dorothy M. Holmes at 
275 Central Park West, New York City. Those present were 
Mrs. Holmes, Mrs. Gwendolyn Kelley Hack, Dr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Macbeth, and Mr. and Mrs. J. Franklin Hoge, then re¬ 
siding at 210 West 70th Street, New York City. Dr. Macbeth's 
guide was Father Tobe. The sitting in which the apport took 
place was of the “direct voice" type, the room dark, Dr. Macbeth 
not in a trance, completely normal and occasionally speaking. 
Tobe's voice, which was entirely different from that of Macbeth 
came from the approximate center of the circle from which he 
addressed various members of the group or all of them together. 

Four years previously Franklin Hoge had given to Mrs. 
Hoge—who was suffering seriously from nervous prostration 
—a small china dog which they had jokingly named “Poise." When 
the dog was brought from its customary place on the writing desk 
in the living room, Mr. Hoge would say to his wife: “Remem 
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bcr, my dear, you have poise.” On the desk with this tittle dog 
were a dozen other china, glass, or metal dogs accumulated over 
many years. 

When Tobe said: ”1 am going to the Hoge house to bring 
you an apport” (from their locked apartment at 210 West 70th 
Street) fortunately Mr. Hoge was quick-witted enough to ask 
for a directed apport. He described the little china dog which 
they had named Poise, which was usually on the writing desk 
in the living room, and asked that it be brought to them. After 
a period of silence Tobe asked Mr. Hoge to describe the dog 
more fully. It was a white dog with red spots, about one and 
three-quarters inches high and one and a half inches long, and 
Mr. Hoge was asked if he was sure it was in the living room. 
Tobe returned and said that he could not find that particular 
dog among the others in the living room but he had brought an 
eraser from the desk with “Bell Telephone Laboratories” printed 
—where Mr. Hoge was working until his retirement 

On second thought Mr. Hoge suggested that the dog might 
be in the bedroom where Mrs. Hoge sometimes took it to 
remind herself that she always had poise. After a period of some 
five minutes Tobe said: “Ive got the pup, but now I will have 
to materialize it again.” All in the group spontaneously clapped 
their hands, and Mr. Hoge held both his hands forward to re¬ 
ceive the dog. The large end of the aluminum trumpet—occa¬ 
sionally used by Tobe to make the feeble voices of relatives in the 
other world audible to all—was rested on Mr. Hoge’s upturned 
hands, and the little dog Poise came rattling down the trumpet 
into his hands. 

Tobe said he had performed this apport for a purpose in 
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order that the Hoges and others might have undisputed evidence 
of the spirit world and its ability to influence those in the material 

world. 

Mr. Hoge carried the dog Poise home in his pocket and 
restored it to its accustomed place, there being no trace of 
a similar dog in the apartment. A detailed examination left no 
doubt that it was the actual and unique Poise that had been 
called for and apported. 

Believing that this apport was evidentially unique, the six 
persons signed this document, a copy of which I have placed on 
file in the hands of the publishers. 

Three weeks later, on April 28, 1933, when the above six 
persons, and also Evelyn S. Ralph, were present in Mrs. Holmes’s 
apartment, Mrs. Hoge asked if Father Tobe would also sign the 
seven copies of the above affidavit and the signature “Tobe” was 
affixed to each copy when it was held under the table while the 
room was in full light in the presence of the seven witnesses. 

In 1937 and again in 1946, I visited J. Franklin Hoge’s apart¬ 
ment at 210 West 70th Street, when he repeated the story of 
the apport and showed me the little dog Poise. Incidentally, Mrs. 
Hoge had long before recovered from her nervous prostration 
and Mr. Hoge—though never orthodox—had become a firm and 
even enthusiastic believer in personal immortality, in an invisible 
spiritual world, and in the well-established fact of communica¬ 
tion between the visible and invisible realms. This made a deep 
impression upon me, but being still a “doubting Thomas” 
as to whether we had satisfying psychic evidence for survival and 
expecially of such a directed apport, I had a natural desire for 
a convincing directed apport of my own, such as had been given 
to Mr. Hoge. I could not at that time easily fulfill the beatitude, 
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“Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed." 
Instead, my desire for such an apport, especially if I was to 
write a book upon the subject, became almost an obsession, 
although I was kept waiting nearly nine years for its fulfillment 

Hoping that my turn would come for such an apport, 1 
placed upon the bookshelf in our apartment four objects. On the 
right was a large red figure of Buddha brought from China. 
Thinking this might be too heavy or too easily breakable for an 
apport—for I was wholly unacquainted with the technique in¬ 
volved in dematerializing, transporting, and then rematerializing 
such an object—I placed upon the left of the bookcase a little 
china dog bought at a five-and-ten that was stamped “made in 
Japan." Between the Buddha and the dog I placed two cloi¬ 
sonne ash trays purchased in China. But for some reason that I 
could not understand—probably because I was unready—Tobe 
seemed unable or unwilling to perform my desired apport. 

Twice during the week ending April 19, 1941, seven of us 
had sittings in Dr. Macbeth's apartment in the Sherman Square 
Hotel, 72nd Street and Broadway, New York. Present were 
Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Reed, Anne Wiggin, Mr. and Mrs. Sher¬ 
wood Eddy, and Dr. and Mrs. E. A. Macbeth. In the first 
sitting, before I could ask Father Tobe for my directed apport, 
he said, “I know about your desire for an apport, Sherwood, but 
tonight I have another plan. I am going to take an object from 
the large living room of Mrs. Anita Blaine in Chicago and bring 
it to you here as an apport, asking you to return it to her tomor¬ 
row." He requested the group to sing “Nearer My God to Thee." 
At the end of the first stanza, before we could begin the second 
Tobe said, “Well, I am back, a good deal quicker than if I had 
taken an airplane." There then fell on the floor at my feet a 
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heavy wiought-iron ash tray, beautifully worked. I understood 
Father Tobe to say that he had also written his autograph 
“Tobe” on the fly-leaf of a book by Eugene O’Neill in Mrs. 
Blaine’s library. The next day I sent Mrs. Blaine the ash tray 
and she wired me on April 17, 1941: “The ash tray is one of a 
set which belongs in the living room downstairs. It could not 
be confused with any other by any possibility. It was one of a set 
of four in a framework. The book you mention is not in my 
shelves. Anita Blaine.” 

At the second sitting on April 19, 1941, before I could 
ask Tobe or the medium concerning the apparent mistake re¬ 
garding his signature in one of Eugene O’Neill’s books, Tobe 
said, “Sherwood, you thought I said I had written my signature 
in one of Eugene O’Neill’s books. I did not say Eugene O’Neill 
but Eugene Field.” When I wired this to Mrs. Blaine, she re¬ 
plied the next day that she did have an old set of Eugene Field’s 
books and that the signature “Tobe” was in one of them. I was 
glad to find that the mistake or misundersanding had been my 
own and not Father Tobe’s. This apport from Chicago seemed 
impressive but still it was not my directed apport for which I had 
been waiting so long. Perhaps I placed undue emphasis upon 
this apport of my own, but I was disappointed at the delay. I 
decided that unless and until Father Tobe performed this di¬ 
rected apport for me personally I felt no call whatever to write 
this book, which must rest upon personal evidence so far as I 
am concerned. 

As I have said previously, all the traditional arguments for 
survival or for personal immortality rest upon analogy, faith, or 
hope. The only area in life in which I see any possible proof or 
undeniable evidence for survival apart from faith is in the psychic 
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field. Now, if sensitives, mediums, and controls ask the same faith 
for their word that religion does and if they are unable or unwilling 
to furnish sufficient evidence under scientific controls, the most 
important justification for their work, so far as 1 am concerned, 
is nullified. It was for this reason that my own directed apport 
seemed to me to be so important. 

As I consult the file of my records, I can see how many years 
Father Tobe kept me waiting for mv apport. On April 14, 1942, 
in the midst of a sitting, I said to Tohe that for its evidential 
value I craved a directed apport for myself if I was to write a 
book to state my evidence for survival for the sake of those 
who had not a strong religious faith in immortality. I said to Tobe 
that I had left on the bookcase in our apartment—“Yes, Sherwood,” 
interrupted Tobe, “I know all about your little dog. Someday I 
may bring an apport for you when least expected, but not now." 
He said directed apports required perfect and harmonious psychic 
conditions and he implied that I was not yet ready for this. 

The next link in the chain of these apports occurred 
through Mrs. Miriam L. Irwin of Miami, Florida, who had al¬ 
ready received so much evidential material through Dr. Mac¬ 
beth and Father Tobe that she craved no more so far as her own 
faith was concerned. On the afternoon of February 16, 1943, in 
broad daylight, Tobe gave her a convincing apport of a cloisonne 
ash tray such as she had admired several days before in Miami 
when it was purchased by her niece and which she has now in 
her possession. She had been able to find none that she could buy 
for herself. Father Tobe gave her this apport saying clearly in his 
direct voice that Sherwood Eddy had a similar set of Chinese 
enamel ash trays and that he intended to apport one of these 
for him. Mrs. Irwin, whom I did not then know, said nothing of 
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this to me until almost three years later, on October 13, 1945, 
when my own apport was brought to me from my apartment on 
Long Island in the presence of five witnesses. I heard that Mrs. 
Irwin had such an ash tray and wrote to her to ask if she could 
confirm the fact of Father Tobe’s promise to perform an apport 
for me, made nearly three years before. She wrote to me on April 
10, 1946, as follows: 

My apport, the ash tray, was very like one I had ad¬ 
mired and for which I expressed a desire. No one knew 
of my desire for such an ash tray except my niece. Dr. 
Macbeth never saw my niece. To mv surprise and de¬ 
light, just such an ash tray was brought to me, in the 
light, about twelve days after I admired the one my niece 
had purchased. While at Dr. Macbeth’s home, 421 S.W. 
Sixth Street, Miami, Florida, Dr. and Mrs. Macbeth and 
I were chatting as good friends do when the electric light 
bulb hanging in the center of their living room seemed 
to quiver, and as we were watching it, the ash tray sailed 
through the air from the upper corner of the room toward 
Dr. Macbeth and would have hit him if he had not 
moved out of its way. It landed on a couch directly back 
of Dr. Macbeth. When Dr. Macbeth said it was for me, 

I explained about my having admired just such an ash 
tray and having expressed a desire for one like it, though 
neither Dr. or Mrs. Macbeth knew of my wish for such 
an ash tray. 

Prior to this, several apports were received in my 
home. One was a tiny china dog which came in the light 
and landed at the feet of Ivadale Brown Davis for whom 
it was intended. Another evening there were two metal 
discs which proved to be identification tags (such as our 
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soldiers call “dog tags”) of German prisoners of war who 
had been killed. One of these was brought while we were 
seated in the living room and the second came while we 
were having lunch. The two young men to whom the 
identification tags had belonged each spoke in inde¬ 
pendent voices and told their names, ages, nationality and 
the circumstances of their passing. All this occuied in 
bright light in my home. There could be no chance of 
Dr. Macbeth or anyone else having any part in the bring 
ing of any of these articles. They all came from a part 
of the room some distance from Dr. Macbeth. All of 
these and a number of other apports I have witnessed to 
come in the light and in coming seem to pass through 
the wall as though it were not there. Regarding your 
own apport, Mr. Eddy, there is a note on the back of 
the page in one of my notebooks, near the bottom of the 
page [which she enclosed]. 

“At this time, February 16, 1943, Tobe said that he 
would apport a similar ash tray from Mr. Sherwood 
Eddy’s home (at 35-19 76th Street, Jackson Heights, 

New York) to him in the future.” 

Most sincerely, 

[Signed] Miriam L. Irwin 

321 S.W. 26th Road 
Miami 36, Florida 

In the meantime I had heard nothing of all this from Mrs. 
Irwin, who was a complete stranger to me. On Saturday evening, 
October 13, 1945, ftom 7:30 to 9:00 p.m., five of us met at the 
home of E. A. Macbeth—Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Reed, Dr. and 
Mrs. E. A. Macbeth, and myself. By this time I had almost for¬ 
gotten my disappointment over the failure of my directed apport 
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and had made up my mind that I would never ask for it again. 
But I had also tentatively decided that I would never write this 
book until I received satisfying evidential material, such as this 
directed apport would be to me personally, that might form the 
keystone of my mounting arch of evidence for survival that was 
gradually accumulating across the decade. 

On this particular evening I went to the home of Dr. Mac¬ 
beth at Rhinebeck, about a hundred miles from my apartment in 
Jackson Heights, Long Island, to meet the old friends mentioned 
above, no one of whom had ever been in my apartment or knew 
anything about it. As I said, I had placed on the bookcase in the 
drawing room of my apartment four objects as possible directed 
apports: on the right, a red Buddha from China, on the left the 
little china dog marked “Made in Japan,” and between them a 
pair of ash trays of cloisonne purchased in China years ago. The 
apartment was then left locked in my absence, the superintendent 
having the only duplicate key to be used only in case of emer¬ 
gencies. All of these four objects were on the bookcase when I 
left my apartment to go up the Hudson to Rhinebeck. 

At the beginning of the sitting we could all hear Tobes 
voice saying to Macbeth, “It’s all right. Don’t be nervous.” After 
joining in the Lords Prayer and singing “In the Sweet Bye and 
Bye," Father Tobe spoke to me intimately and affectionately 
about very personal matters; then we discussed the atomic bomb, 
the world situation and a wide range of topics. Addressing me 
personally, Father Tobe then minutely described my apartment 
in Jackson Heights, where he said he. was often present. He 
described the elevator opening directly into the apartment, not 
into an outer hallway. He noted and described explicitly the four 
photographs at the moment on my desk. He then said, “Sherwood, 
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have you a set of enamel ash trays in your home?” When I re 
plied yes, he said, “I am going to bring one to you now.” It was 
dropped from a height of several feet and hit the third fanger of 
my right hand, falling to the floor with a crash. I found it to be 
my green enamel ash tray with the word “CHINA” on the bot¬ 
tom. I marked it with a cross and upon mv return to the apart¬ 
ment that night I found that the place where I had left it that 
evening was vacant and that its mate, the blue cloisonne ash tray, 
was in its usual place. 

Under the apported green tray is now the fly-leaf from the 
page of the notebook written by Mrs. Irwin, dated two years and 
eight months before, with the statement that Tobe intended to 
apport one of my Chinese enamel ash trays. Perhaps I was all the 
more impressed because I had been kept waiting for so many years 
and because of the apparent difficulty with some of these apports, 
the technique of which Father Tobe discussed with me in some 
detail at a later sitting. 

In a sitting on January 5, 1946, some three months after my 
apport of the Chinese ash tray, I again discussed with Father Tobe 
the writing of a book on psychic evidence for survival, wliich he 
had told me to write whenever I was quite ready, if and when 1 
felt an inner conviction that I should do so, and when I had re¬ 
ceived sufficient evidence to be convincing to the open-minded 
reader. He told me when that time came to disregard anticipated 
criticism and to write frankly as I felt and saw the case. I dis¬ 
cussed the matter with him as frankly as I would have done with 
any older and more experienced friend, for he had certainly 
proved a friend across the years. I asked what he thought of a pos¬ 
sible title for the book such as Scientific Evidence for Survival. 
He said, "Let me think it over.” 
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The next night, on January 6, 1946, he said he would not 
advise the tide of Scientific Evidence for Survival , for very little 
of the book would be considered striedy scientific nor primarily 
for scientists. He said, “Why not call it Beyond Intellectual Hor¬ 
izons?”° The next afternoon when I was asking Dr. Macbeth 
before two callers, Mr. and Mrs. Ready, whether Tobe had said 
Beyond the Intellectual Horizon , Tobe burst out, in full light, 
audible to all in the room: “No, no, I said Beyond Intellectual 
Horizons .'’ When I returned to my apartment on Long Island, I 
began to assemble my notes and records of sittings during the past 
decade and prepared to write this book. 

• This tide was changed by the publishers. 
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THE EVALUATION OF PSYCHIC MATERIA! 

DR. JOHN F. THOMAS, WHO MADE A UNIQUE AND INVALUABLE 

scientific study of mediums and trance phenomena for over a 
decade beginning in 1926, finally published his findings in Be¬ 
yond Normal Cognition. Dr. Thomas was a member of the group 
of psychological students in Duke University with Professor Wil¬ 
liam McDougall (who wrote the foreword of the book), to¬ 
gether with Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Rhine and others. Upon the death 
of his wife, Dr. Thomas, although prejudiced against mediums, 
had two sittings with Mrs. Soule in Boston, which were so much 
more convincing than he had anticipated—with sixty-two specific 
points correct and none incorrect—that he decided to make a 
thorough scientific study of trance mediumship. 1 

1 During the next decade, 149 personal experiments were made by 
Dr. Thomas with Mrs. Soule, and 217 by his secretary in his absence. 
Also 134 carefully guarded experiments were conducted in England 
by Dr. Thomas, his son, and other representatives, under their own 
or assumed names, where every possible effort was made to preclude 
fraud, with 21 sensitives, or mediums, usually with an observer and 
a skilled recorder. In all, 3,164 topics were touched upon or discussed 
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There had been a study for over half a century of three able 
mediums, Mrs. Piper, introduced by Professor William James in 
1885, Mrs. Soule, and later Mrs. Leonard. In the studies of the 
twenty-one sensitives by Dr. Thomas and his associates, the per¬ 
centage of correct hits in a sitting out of a total of verifiable points 
varied from 80 to 98.5 per cent, whether the sitter was known or 
unknown. * 2 There was almost unanimous agreement on the part 
of the investigators concerning all the above reputable mediums 
that the source of the trance knowledge displayed by these sen¬ 
sitives was supernormal and most of it could not possibly have 
been obtained by normal means. They divided into two groups, 
however, as to their opinion of the source of that knowledge. 
One group believed that some of the information could be ex¬ 
plained by telepathy, some by clairvoyance, and all of it by ex¬ 
tended telepathy, plus extended clairvoyance, plus a supernormal 
selective process able to pick out relevant material from people 
widely separated, with access to facts from the past, present or 
future, physical or mental, and fit them into a correct whole b y 
a supernormal process . 3 

in the Boston series, and 3,223 in London. In the Leonard records, out 
of 2,964 points, 2,358 were correct, or 79.5 per cent; 196 incorrect; 
231 inconclusive; and 179 unverifiable. Of the total of verifiable points 
in all sittings, 92.3 per cent were correct. 

a Every conceivable precaution was taken, not only to eliminate fraud 
but all normal sources of knowledge, as in the case of Mrs. Lydia 
Allison in her Leonard and Soule Experiments. Sittings were some¬ 
times arranged for an unknown person who arrived after the medium 
was in trance and left before the medium awoke, the chair of the 
sitter being placed behind that of the medium. 

3 J. F. Thomas, Beyond Normal Cognition, p. 214. Dr. Thomas thus 
concludes his own thorough study: “The survivalist theory covers all 
the facts, but it is not necessitated by the evidence available in this 
book, because of the possibility of the alternative extended mind- 
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The other group believed that rightly to interpret some of 
the phenomena, only the survivalist or spiritistic hypothesis was ad 
equate. This latter group would include such investigators as Dr 
Richard Hodgson, Dr. J. H. Hyslop, F. W. H. Myers, and Mrs. 
Henry Sidgwick, who reached her conclusion after a period of 
fifty years of scientific study. Mrs. Sidgwick’s brother. Lord Bal 
four, thus reports her convictions: 

Conclusive proof of survival is notoriously difficult 
to obtain. But the evidence may be such as to produce 
belief , even though it fall short of conclusive proof. 

1 have Mrs. Sidgwick’s assurance—an assurance which 
I am permitted to convey to this meeting—that, upon 
the evidence before her, she herself is a firm believer 
both in survival and in the reality of communication 
between the living and the dead. 4 

As I now review and reread the notes of all the sittings I 
have had, I think I can detect various sources of the material. A 
very small portion of the material seems to have its source in the 
cowsciows mind of the medium. For instance, in the sitting of 
November 2, 1940, with Arthur Ford there seem to be unmis¬ 
takable references to passages in a book I had myself given him 
(A Pilgrimage of Ideas, pp. 95-100, 124-125). I can hardly con¬ 
ceive of a pagan Chinese admiral remembering my side of in¬ 
cidents that had happened years ago just before his assassination. 
These incidents, which had apparently been in the conscious 
mind and memory of the medium before the sitting, appeared as 

reading explanation.” A careful reading of Dr. Thomas’s book should 
prove impressive for the open-minded reader. Apparently Dr. Thomas 
himself became convinced of the theory of survival. 

*S.P.R. Proceedings, Vol. XLI, July, p. 26. 
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though out of place and out of character in the message of the 
French-Canadian control. 

Again, in a recent sitting with a psychic in New York City, 
before the medium went into trance, she mentioned the names 
of the deceased members of my family so letter perfect that they 
might well have been taken from Who's Who, or from the files of 
any efficient medium. 

I do not say they were so taken but I put aside such material 
as to me not at all evidential, for it could have been learned easily 
by normal means. These unimpressive names were immediately 
followed in trance, however, with material startingly evidential, 
known to only two persons on earth to whom the medium had no 
access by normal means and all of which made up an integrated 
whole without a single mistake. It was either a case of amazingly 
extended telepathy, plus clairvoyance, or it was what it purported 
to be, an evidence of survival from several members of my family 
who were in touch with each other on the other side and who 
were en rapport with the most complete, private, and latest infor¬ 
mation concerning my present life. 

In some of the sittings there appeared to be evidence of te¬ 
lepathy and clairvoyance where, presumably, the subconscious 
mind of the medium had access to knowledge by supernormal 
means. On August 2, 1942, I had arranged for a sitting with a 
psychic in my own home, where he was blindfolded and brought 
in to a group of persons completely unknown to him and all of 
whom were sitting behind him. I had invited to the sitting sci¬ 
entifically critical persons, hoping to provide controls that would 
satisfy them. Immediately the medium called out the name of 
my secretary, who was sitting behind him taking stenographic 
notes. It seemed far more natural to account for this by simple 
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telepathy than by supernormal information on the part of the 
control. I did not see, however, how extended telepathy could 
adequately account for all the detailed information about the 
departed relatives of the unknown group of sitters that came out 
in the course of the sitting. But I would agree with F. W. FI. 
Myers, rather than with Alfred Russel Wallace, that telepathy 
and clairvoyance should be considered and employed as far as pos¬ 
sible to account for phenomena. 

There is another class of phenomena that appeared in the 
sittings, when information was given by the control, or presum¬ 
ably surviving persons on the other side, that was not known to 
the sitters or to any person on earth, and which seems to be ade¬ 
quately accounted for only on the theory of survival. 1 recall the 
sitting where my father described correctly what had occurred 
on the last day I was with him in Colorado, his connection with 
the Katy railway, and his meeting on the other side with Kellogg, 
an engineer of the railway, of whom I had never heard. Some of 
the information given was known only to me and some of it to 
no one on earth. 

Again, when George Russell, the Irish poet, spoke most char¬ 
acteristically and evidentially of knowing both me and Gerald 
Heard, and when Havelock Ellis described our both visiting him 
in his home, including the subject of our conversations with him, 
when neither of us knew that the other had ever known him, it 
seemed to me that all this could be accounted for only on the 
theory of survival. Havelock Ellis was the only human mind that 
was ever acquainted with the fact that he knew us both, and 
George Russell alone knew that he knew us both, since Gerald 
Heard and I had never met except for a few minutes before the 
interview. 


199 


YOU WILL SURVIVE AFTER DEATH 

I have never seen evidence for, and therefore I cannot as¬ 
sume, a supernormal or supernatural power of the medium of ex¬ 
tended telepathy plus extended clairvoyance, to select from the 
memory of Gerald Heard and then from my memory the fact that 
we were both once in Havelock Ellis’s home in London, and then 
fit these facts into a new integrated body of knowledge. This 
would seem to me more remarkable, unnatural, and farfetched 
than to believe in the survival of Havelock Ellis and in his nat¬ 
urally recalling this fact known only to him. Even if one as¬ 
sumed the possibility of this more unnatural interpretation, there 
are many other cases, as in Frederick Bligh Bond’s The Gate of 
Remembrance, where exact information was furnished concerning 
the lost foundations of Glastonbury Abbey which no living mind 
or extant document possessed. 

If I set aside the instances that seem most naturally accounted 
for by the conscious or unconscious mind of the sensitive through 
telepathy or clairvoyance, I am left not only with a few excep¬ 
tional cases like those mentioned above with Gerald Heard, the 
deceased Irish poet George Russell, and the late Havelock Ellis, 
but with more than a score of sittings with mediums, or sensitives, 
<of undoubted psychic gifts, where the unanimous and overwhelm¬ 
ing impression of all the sitters was that we had been in touch 
With our relatives or loved ones who had survived death. I do 
Jtiot, of course, say that this is conclusive proof, for it might be at¬ 
tributed to mass credulity. But credulity was never an inherited 
nor an acquired characteristic of mine. Like most of those who 
have been subsequently convinced of survival by psychic evi¬ 
dence, I was long prejudiced against this whole area of life. It 
must be remembered, also, that I have been able to record in this 
book but few of the many sittings I have had during the past 
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decade and more. My own findings and experiences are con 
firmed by a large and increasing number of persons who have 
been investigating psychic phenomena for three-quarters of a cen¬ 
tury. 

Professor Gardner Murphy has summed up from modem psy 
chical research “An Outline of Survival Evidence ." 5 He notes 
first a large amount of survival evidence in the mass of data sci¬ 
entifically recorded for the past sixty-five years in the rather fre¬ 
quent appearance of apparitions of many at the time of dying ot 
who had just died. Three-quarters of all the hundreds of cases re 
corded in Phantasms of the Living are death cases which often 
furnish an indirect evidence of survival. Many of these appari 
tions convey veridical information unknown to the percipient, or 
receiver. Many also were apparitions of unknown persons subse¬ 
quently clearly identified, which could hardly be interpreted as 
instances of telepathy. In the typical Chaffin Will Case," Mr. 
James L. Chaffin appeared to one of his sons indicating the loca¬ 
tion of a second will benefiting the percipient, which was not 
known to any living person. This will was later found and ac¬ 
cepted as valid in the state of North Carolina. 

In nearly all ancient and modern civilizations, certain psy¬ 
chically gifted individuals have purported to act as intermedi¬ 
aries between the deceased and the living. Modern English. 
French, and American societies for psychical research have pre¬ 
served quantities of material capable of scientific analyses in terms 
of survival evidence. The Reverend C. Drayton Thomas of Eng¬ 
land in his Some New Evidence for Human Survival out of his 

*In the Journal of the American Society for Psv< hical Research for 
January, 1945, Dr. Murphy gives “An Outline of Survival Evidence." 
6 Proceedings, S.P.R., Vol. XXXVI (1926-1928), pp. 517-524. 
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long experience gives many cases that substantiate his own faith 
in personal immortality, where “two streams of knowledge are 
united in the experiment in a way that excludes the familiar 
suggestion of telepathic action between human minds." 

In the thousands of cases of mediumship recorded, we have 
many which show the communication of facts not known to the 
medium but known to the sitter. There are innumerable cases 
also of the communication of facts not known to the sitter and 
of cases involving verifiable information which was not and never 
had been known either to the medium or to the sitter. There has 
been at times the communication of a group of facts to which no 
single living person had access . 7 Many such cases seem to rule out 
telepathy from the living as a possible explanation. 


HAVE WE PROOF OF SURVIVAL? 

I stated in the Foreword that this is a book concerned with 
the question of personal immortality or the individuals survival of 
death. While I had always held this belief on grounds of faith, 
I met many enlisted men in World Wars I and II and many be- 

7 In Mrs. Henry Sidgwick s “An Examination of Book Tests Obtained 
in Sittings with Mrs. Leonard," she records that sitting of Mrs. Hugh 
Talbot with her departed husbancJ in which he described to his wife 
two of his old notebooks which she should find containing “a diagram 
of languages in the front . . . Indo-European, Aryan, Semitic lan¬ 
guages," and especially to observe page thirteen. The next day she was 
starded to find these books she had never sedi, which contained a 
“Table of Semitic or Syro-Arabian languages and a General Table of 
the Aryan and Indo-European languages." On page thirteen she found 
extracts from an anonymous work entitled Post Mortem giving evi¬ 
dence for and describing survival. 
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reaved relatives who did not have this faith and who craved every 
shred of evidence that they could get as to personal immortality. 
When my devout Quaker friend, Edward Wood, offered to bring 
me into contact with those who could provide me with direct evi 
dence of survival in psychic experience, I could not refuse to 
make an investigation of this evidence, and I have done so for 
more than a decade. My traveling work over three continents and 
the introductions I have had from various friends have en¬ 
abled me to come into contact with a score of psychically gifted 
persons of whose complete integrity I have become convinced. 

In the chapter entided “A Twilight Zone” I tried frankly to 
admit all the limitations and peculiar difficulties connected with 
psychic investigation to show that there is no area in life that must 
meet such bitter, obstinate and unreasoning prejudice as the psy¬ 
chic field. This may be partly understood when we recall that al¬ 
most every new science has been opposed and often persecuted 
since the time of Roger Bacon seven centuries ago, including the 
sciences of chemistry, physics, astronomy, optics, geography, the 
scientific study and healing of disease, the study of evolution, of 
Biblical and historical criticism, and many more. We were forced 
to admit also that there were often peculiar difficulties and some 
disappointing results in connection with psychic investigation for 
the past sixty-five years. With these difficulties only pardy real¬ 
ized I began to investigate psychic phenomena over twelve years 
ago. From the work of Professor William McDougall, J. B. Rhine, 
and the scientific investigators of Duke University in the new sci¬ 
ence of parapsychology, from the testimony of Upton Sinclair 
and many others I came to the conclusion that the reality of te¬ 
lepathy, or thought transference, and of clairvoyance had been 
demonstrated adequately and repeatedly for many years. I found 
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also abundant evidence of the psychic healing of disease through 
persons like Michael Thomas, W. T. Parish, Edgar Cayce, and 
many others in Britain and America. Indeed such healing has 
been known among primitive peoples and those of advanced cub 
ture like the Greeks throughout the centuries. 

In the sixth chapter we considered evidences of survival in 
sittings with Mrs. Pamela Nash in London and with Arthur Ford 
in America. In the chapter “In Touch with Two Worlds" we 
considered the evidence for survival furnished through Dr. E. A. 
Macbeth and his remarkable control, Father Tobe, through a long 
series of sittings covering more than a decade. 

In the eighth chapter we considered, as the most difficult of 
all and the most incredible to the inexperienced, the whole realm 
of material phenomena, which we cannot omit on any sacra¬ 
mental view of a universe that is at once material and spiritual, 
visible and invisible. 

In “A Cloud of Witnesses" we found that there have been 
such psychically gifted persons throughout the centuries, from the 
Delphic and other Greek oracles, even among the sober Hebrews 
and all other primitive or advanced peoples and cultures. We 
noted that it was in the founding of the Christian religion, how¬ 
ever, that there appeared the greatest manifestation of psychic ex¬ 
perience and phenomena ever known in history. Not only did 
Jesus affirm unequivocally the resurrection of the dead to his fol¬ 
lowers and to his bitter opponents the Sadducees, but Christianity 
as a world religion began, not with the moral teaching of the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of nian, but with a super¬ 
normal or supernatural resurrection upon which the Christian 
religion staked its very life. It was the historical fact of the 
risen, living Christ that won the world of that day. 
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Turning from Jesus to Paul, the greatest of the Apostles, wt 
found in his list of spiritual gifts experienced in the apostolic 
church that only three are normal and six arc supernormal, or 
psychic, all of which were practiced or exercised by Paul him¬ 
self. He concludes: “Make love your aim and then set your heart 
on spiritual [or psychic] gifts.” While Judaism before the time of 
Daniel was often this-worldly and sometimes materialistic, apos¬ 
tolic Christianity was bound up with psychic phenomena from its 
very foundation. Amid the prejudices and ignorance of the 
nineteenth century, in this scientific and materialistic age, the ma¬ 
jority are against even the scientific investigation of psychic phe¬ 
nomena and against the spiritistic hypothesis which holds that 
there may be communication between the visible and invisible 
worlds. From the point of view not only of materialists and non- 
theistic humanists but of many orthodox Christians the whole 
realm of psychic experience and investigation is anathema Not 
more so, however, than was the Christian religion in the days of 
Jesus and the Aposde Paul, or science in the days of Roger Bacon 
and Galileo. 

If now we ask whether we can ever have proof of survival 
or of personal immortality, we are compelled to consider, by anal 
ogy, whether we can ever prove the existence of God, the char¬ 
acter of God, or the resurrection of Christ. Can we claim that at 
the bar of reason alone we can absolutely prove—or disprove— 
the existence or character of God? Can science or philosophy 
prove or disprove the resurrection of Christ or the survival of 
death of our loved ones? Was Jesus manifested to his enemies, his 
opponents, and to the multitude after his death, or only to his pre 
pared disciples? Did Jesus praise God “for hiding all this from the 
wise and learned and revealing it to the simple-minded”? Is it the 
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YOU WILL SURVIVE AFTER DEATH 

intellectually brilliant or "the pure in heart” who see God and 
recognize spiritual truth? Perhaps in the very structures of life in 
Gods created universe the unaided reason of man is purposely 
limited and the quest for intellectual certainty is forever vain. 
Even if this is so, it surely does not invalidate or depreciate the im¬ 
portant work of theologians in giving evidence for the existence 
and character of God, or the scientific work of psychic investiga¬ 
tion in furnishing evidence for or against survival. But it may in¬ 
dicate that the most satisfying and convincing evidence both for 
God and for survival may be found, not in the realm of the in¬ 
tellect and of pure science, but in the realm of faith and of re¬ 
ligious experience. For myself, just as there is no contradiction 
between my religious faith and scientific truth, so there is none 
between my religious experience, which is based on faith, and 
scientific psychic evidence for survival. They rather supplement 
and confirm each other in a more complete experience. As I look 
back upon twelve years of psychic experience, I am glad that I 
made this investigation which has only confirmed my faith in 
actual experience and which may in time, through many wit¬ 
nesses, increase the faith of the doubting. 

I for one am thankful that my Quaker friend had a "con¬ 
cern” and challenged me to make this investigation of psychic 
phenomena during the past decade. After the psychic evidence 
I have had I can better see all life in eternal perspective. I can 
more easily work without impatience, without discouragement, 
and with full confidence. I have a deeper assurance of future 
victory, of fulfillment and completion for the individual person¬ 
ality, of building our ever-better social order within history and 
of the full realization of the Kingdom of God beyond it. Not in 
the language of philosophy or art or science, but with deeper 
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CONCl UNION 


spiritual meaning, I now hold the assurance of the great peycllli 
Apostle: "In everything God works for good with tliot»r who luva 
him ... In all these things we are more than conqurfoi*. 

For I am sure that neither death, noi life, nor ungrls, nor print I 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor thing* to comf nm 
height, nor depth, nor anything in all creation, will 1»« Mr in 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesui our 1 a ml" B 

• The passages quoted above are II Tim. i: 12.John 5 4, 10 Mail 

1:14; Rom. 8:28, 37-39, Revised Standard Version. 


GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED IN THIS VOLUME 


apport, or telekinesis, the alleged supernormal movement 
of objects, not due to any known force. 

aura, a permanent radiation around the human body, psychically 
visible. 

clairaudience, the sensation of hearing an internal voice. 

clairvoyance, the faculty of perceiving, as though visually, 
some distant scene. 

control, the intelligence or spirit that purports to communicate 
messages written or uttered by the medium, automatist, or 
sensitive. : 

ectoplasm (from the Greek ektos and plasma), exteriorized sub¬ 
stance, supernormal protoplasmic substance preceeding from 
the body of the medium, whether in vaporous, liquid, or 
solid condition, capable of producing physical effects. 
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GLOSSARY 


hallucination, any supposed sensory perception which has no 
objective counterpart within the field of vision or hearing 
This may be delusive or veridical (truthtelling) where it 
corresponds to real events. 

levitation, a raising of objects from the ground bv supposed su¬ 
pernormal means. 

medium, automatist, or sensitive, a person through whom com¬ 
munication is deemed to be carried on between living men 
and spirits of the departed. 

parapsychology, a division of psychology dealing with those psy¬ 
chical effects which appear not to fall within the scope of 
what is at present recognized law. 

percipient, or agent, the person on whose mind the telepathic 
impact falls. 

phantasm, or phantom, any hallucinatory sensory impression. 

precognition, a knowledge of impending events supemormally 
acquired. 

retrococnition, knowledge of the past supemormally acquired 

spiritualism, or spiritism, a religion, philosophy, or mode of 
thinking based on the belief that spirits of the dead com¬ 
municate with living men. 

subliminal, of thoughts, feelings, and mental processes lying 
beneath the threshold of consciousness. 

supraliminal, lying above the threshold of consciousness. 

suggestion, the process of effectively impressing upon the sub- 
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liminal intelligence the wishes of the man’s own conscious 
self or of another person. 

supernormal, a faculty or phenomenon which goes beyond the 
level of ordinary experience. 

telekinesis, alleged supernormal movements of objects not due 
to any known force. 

telepathy, the communication of impressions of any kind from 
one mind to another independently of the recognized chan¬ 
nels of sense. 

telesthbsia, perception at a distance. 
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